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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Tradepolicywouldsacrificesafety,saygroups.</p><p>Tuesday,No
vember29,2011?TheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)andLesAmiEsdelaTerredeQué
bec,aspartofafederalgovernmentstakeholderconsultation,havesubmittedcommentstoAgricultureCa
nadaobjectingtoproposalsthatwouldallowalevelofcontaminationfromgeneticallymodified(GM)foodsfr
omothercountriesthathavenotbeenapprovedbyHealthCanada.</p><p>Thefederalgovernmentispro
posingtoestablishapolicycalled<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Human-Health-
Risks"target="_self">?LowLevelPresence?orLLP</a>wherebythegovernmentwouldallowalevelofco
ntaminationfromcertainGMfoodshavenotbeenassessedassafebyHealthCanada?sscientificevaluato
rsbuthavebeenapprovedinatleastoneothercountry,whereHealthCanadaviewsthatcountry?sregulato
rysystemasequivalenttoCanada?sormeetsother,asyetunspecified,criteria.</p><p>?Allowingcontam
inationfromunapprovedGMfoodsisindefensiblefromapublichealthandsafetystandpoint.Itclearlysacrifi
cesfoodsafetyfortradepolicyandhasnoscientificbasis,?saidLucySharrattofCBAN,?LLPpunchesabigh
olerightthroughthegovernment?sclaimthatourregulationofGMfoodsis?science-
based?.?</p><p>Canadawouldbethefirstcountrytosetupasystemtoallowcontaminationfromunappro
vedGMfoods.TherationaleistomakeCanadaamodeltoinfluenceourtradingpartnerstoacceptGMconta
minationfromCanada.ThoughGMfoodcontaminationfromothercountriesisnotyetaproblem,GMconta
minationofCanadianexportsresultsincostlymarketrejectionbecauseweexportfoodtocountriesthathav
enotapprovedmany,orany,oftheGMcropswegrow.Currently,Canadamaintainsa?zero-
tolerance?policytowardsthecontaminationofourfoodsystemfromfoodsthatHealthCanadahasnotappr
oved.</p><p>?Ifthisisapproved,CanadianswillhavenoshredoffaithleftinourfoodsafetysystemandHea
lthCanadawillhaveabsolutelynolegitimacy,?saidTanmayoKrupanszkyoftheCanadianOrganicGrower
sTorontoChapter,?Itsunconscionablethatourgovernmentwouldpurposefullyallowunapprovedfoodsin
toCanadajustsowecantryandpushourGMcontaminationontherestoftheworld.?</p><p>?Weneedtost
opGMcontaminationinsteadofmakingitlegal,?saidMaureenBostockoftheEcologicalFarmersofOntari
o.</p><p>?Foodretailerslikeuswillnotbeabletocontinuetoreassurecustomersthatthefoodonourshelv
esissafe,?saidPatrickConnerofTheBigCarrotNaturalFoodMarketinToronto,?Retailersandmanufactu
rerswillhavenoideawhatfoodproductswillbecontaminatedbyGMfoodsfromothercountries.?</p><p>?
Wewon?tknowwhatfoodsHealthCanadahasapprovedandwhatfoodstheyhavejustletinwithoutbotheri
ngtoassessforsafety,?saidDominiqueBernierofFriendsoftheEarthQuebec.</p><p>Thereisnocurrent
issueofGMcontaminationfromothercountriesasCanadahasapprovedalleightGMcropsgrownacrossth
eworld(corn,canola,soy,cotton,whitesugarbeet,papaya,squashandalfalfa).</p><p>?LLPistradepolic
yguessworkthatdoesn?tevensecuremarketaccessforcontaminatedCanadianexports,?saidSharratt,
?InsteadofsacrificingthehealthandsafetyofCanadians,thefederalgovernmentcouldresolvethistradeis
suerightawaybyonlyapprovingGMcropsinCanadathatarealsoapprovedinourmajorexportmarkets.?</
p><p>Formoreinformation:LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,6132412267ext25;
MaureenBostock,EcologicalFarmersofOntario6132595757;PatrickConner,TheBigCarrot,cell64720
07591.</p>
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