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Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc577_1"id="eztoc577_1"></a><h2>StoptheBiofuelsRe
gulationsinCanada!</h2><p>August2010:Allourfuelcouldsooncontainarequiredlevelofbiofuelsifthen
ew"RenewableFuelsRegulations"goahead.ButEnvironmentCanadadoesn'tevenknoww
hattheecologicalfootprintwillbe!<ahref="http://www.canadaeast.com/news/article/1162946"target="
_self">ThesecretstudyhasjustbeenfoundthroughAccesstoInformation.</a>Theregulationsaregoing
aheadunlesstheMinisteroftheEnvironmentdecidesotherwise...</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/
Agrofuels/Objection-to-Renewable-Fuels-
Regulations"target="_self">ClickheretosendaninstantemailtotheMinisteroftheEnvironmenttoaskfor
morestudyfirst!</a></p><ul><li>Read<ahref="http://www.commonground.ca/iss/228/cg228_biofuel
s.shtml"target="_self">"BiofuelsBackfire:hastyapproachwillimpactenvironment,foodproductio
n"</a>fromCommonGroundmagazine,July2010byLucySharratt</li><li>Readthegovernment's
own<ahref="http://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2010/2010-04-10/html/reg1-
eng.html"target="_self">"regulatoryimpactstatement"</a></li><li><ahref="http://www.d
evp.org/devpme/eng/pressroom/2010/comm2010-06-10-
eng.html"target="_self">Development&Peacesaystheregulations"makenosensewhatso
ever".</a></li></ul><aname="eztoc577_2"id="eztoc577_2"></a><h2>Summary</h2><p>Th
ehighlycontroversialBillC-
33,AnActtoamendtheCanadianEnvironmentalProtectionAct,waspassedinJune2008inthemidstofthe
newfoodcrisis.TheBillallowsthefederalgovernmenttodevelopandimplementregulationsrequiring5%a
veragerenewablecontentingasolineby2010aswellasrequire2%averagerenewablecontentindieselan
dheatingoilby2012.</p><p>TheCanadiangovernmentisnowrushinginthese"RenewableFuelsR
egulations"torequirebiofuelsinourgasbuttherearenewreportsallthetimeaboutseriouse
nvironmentalandeconomicproblemswithbiofuels-
includingastudyontheecologicalfootprintofCanada'sbiofuelsindustrycommissionedbyEnvironmentC
anadathatisnotyetreleased!</p><aname="eztoc577_3"id="eztoc577_3"></a><h2>What'sWrongwit
hBiofuelsRegulationsinCanada?</h2><p>Thefederalgovernmentishidinganewreportontheecologic
alfootprintofCanada'sbiofuelsindustry,beforetheregulationgetspassed.EarlierthisyearEnvir
onmentCanadaawardedacontracttoconductanenvironmentalassessmentandbaselineofCanada?sbi
ofuelindustry.Wouldn?titmakesensetowaituntilafterthereportiscompletedbeforeadoptingtheregulatio
ns?</p><p>Therearemanynewstudiesandtheverdictonbiofuelsisnotlookinggood:</p><ul><li>Thepr
omisedeconomicbenefittofarmerswillnotbeseen.Thegovernment?sown<ahref="http://canad
agazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2010/2010-04-10/html/reg1-
eng.html"target="_self">"regulatoryimpactstatement"</a>nowrevealsthatfarmerswillnot
benefitfromtheproductionofgrainsusedtomakethebiofuels.Thestatementsaysmorecornwillbeimporte
dfromtheUStomeetthebiofuelsregulationineasternCanada!</li><li>Theimpactstatementalsoshowst
hatconsumerswillbearmostofthecostsassociatedwiththebiofuelexpansion-
toatotalof$2billion.Thisisbecausetheethanol-
blendedgashasalowerenergycontentsoconsumerswillneedtobuymorefuel!Thestatementalsosays:?
Assumingallindustrycostsarepassedontotheconsumer,regionalaveragecostover25yearsrangefrom7
centsinOntariotoarelativelyhigherimpactof30centsinQuebecandtheAtlanticprovinces?.</li><li>Thep
romisethatairqualitywouldgetbetterandthusimprovethehealthofCanadiansalsodidn?tpanoutasarece
nt2009HealthCanadareportconcludedthat?therearenosubstantialdifferencesinpredictedhealtheffect
sbetweenuseofconventionaluse(gasoline)andE10(ethanol-
blendedgasoline).?</li><li>TheFederalGovernmentstillsaysthenewbiofuelsmandatewillbegoodforth
eenvironment,eventhoughtheirownresearchindicatesnostatisticaldifferenceinGreenhouseGasEmis
sionsatthetailpipebetweenvehiclesusingethanolandvehiclesnotusingethanol.<http://www.
cbc.ca/canada/manitoba/story/2007/03/30/ethanol-
emissions.html></li></ul><p>WhentheSenatepassedBillC-
33,italsosuggestedthat,?anynewinformationthatisavailablepriortoregulationsbeingproposedistakeni
ntoconsiderationbeforesuchregulationsarepromulgated.?<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Bio
fuels-Bill-Senate-Committee-
Observations"target="_self">SeeherefordetailsonwhattheSenatesaid.</a></p><p><ahref="/Resou
rces/Topics/Agrofuels/Agrofuels-
Background"target="_self">ClickheretodownloadabackgrounddocumentfromFoodSecureCanada.<
/a></p><p>SowhyisCanadastillimplementingacostlybiofuelmandatethatwillsubsidizeSuncorEnergy
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,GreenfieldsEthanolandHuskyOil?</p><aname="eztoc577_4"id="eztoc577_4"></a><h2>TakeActi
on</h2><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Objection-to-Renewable-Fuels-
Regulations"target="_self">ClickheretowriteaninstantlettertotheMinisteroftheEnvironment.</a></li>
</ul><ul><li>YoucanalsowritetothemembersoftheHouseofCommonsCommitteeonEnvironmentand
SustainableDevelopmenttorequestthattheregulationsbehaltedandbroughtbacktoCommittee
forfurtherstudy:</li></ul><p>?BobMills:mills.b@parl.gc.ca<br/>?BernardBigras:bigras.b@parl.gc.c
a<br/>?GeoffRegan:regan.g@parl.gc.ca<br/>?MikeAllen:allen.m@parl.gc.ca<br/>?NathanCullen:
cullen.n@parl.gc.ca<br/>?LucHarvey:Harvey.l@parl.gc.ca<br/>?MarcelLussier:Lussier.M@parl.gc
.ca<br/>?DavidJ.McGuinty:mcguinty.d@parl.gc.ca<br/>?AnthonyRota:rota.a@parl.gc.ca<br/>?Fra
ncisScarpaleggia:scarpaleggia.f@parl.gc.ca<br/>?MauriceVellacott:vellacott.m@parl.gc.ca<br/>?
MarkWarawa:warawa.m@parl.gc.ca</p><p>ToseedetailsabouttheseMPs,checkhttp://www.parl.gc
.ca</p><aname="eztoc577_5"id="eztoc577_5"></a><h2>GlobalConflictOverAgrofuels</h2><p>T
hecorporate"agrofuels"gold-
rushhasignitedamajorglobalconflict.Findoutwhy...</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-
view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDneTNVf-
GU"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/topics/agrofuels/pat-mooney-on-
biofuels/1615-1-eng-CA/Pat-Mooney-on-
Biofuels_medium.jpg"width="200"height="145"style="border:0px;"alt="PatMooneyonBiofuels"title=
"PatMooneyonBiofuels"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><p><ahref="http://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=XDneTNVf-
GU"target="_self">ClickheretohearPatMooneyonbiofuels</a></p><p>AttheWorldForumonFoodSo
vereignty,heldinMaliinAfrica,weandotherdelegatesdiscussedhowcapitalhasmanipulatedterminology
byaddingtheprefix?bio?,whichsignifieslife,torenewableplant-
basedfuels.Thisisridiculous,becausealllivingthingsare?bio?.Wecouldcallourselvesbio-people,bio-
JohnSmith,bio-
soya,etc.Companiesusetheprefix?bio?toencouragethepublictoseetheirproductsasagoodthing,aspol
iticallycorrect.So,attheinternationallevel,VíaCampesinahasagreedtousemoreaccurateterminology.
Thesefuelsandenergyareproducedfromagriculturalcropsandsothecorrecttermsareagrofuels
andagro-energy.-
JoãoPedroStedileisoneoftheleadersoftheMovimentodosTrabalhadoresRuraisSemTerra(MST),Brazi
l?sLandlessMovement</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Soy"id="__mce_tmp"target="_self">ClickheretoreadhowagrofuelsispushingdestructiveGMs
oymonocroppinginLatinAmerica.</a></p><aname="eztoc577_5_1"id="eztoc577_5_1"></a><h3>A
grofuelsandGETrees</h3><p>Biotechnologycorporationsareseriouslypromoting<ahref="/Resource
s/Topics/GE-
Trees"target="_self">geneticallyengineeredtrees</a>andnewGEcropsforuseasbiofuels(agrofuels).
TheBiotechnologyIndustryOrganization(BIO)<ahref="http://www.bio.org/ind/pacrim/08/"target="_se
lf">PacificRimSummitonIndustrialBiotechnologyandBioenergy</a>September10-
12,2008Vancouver,BritishColumbiawasallaboutgeneticengineeringandnewtechnologiesforbiofuels-
including,andexplicitly,GEtrees.Theconferenceincludedthesession?CellulosicEthanolfromSoftwood
sAroundtheWorld?andthepresentation?BiotechnologyinPurpose-
GrownTreestoMakeBioenergyProduction"byArborGen,theleadingcompanyresearchingGEtre
es.</p><p>ThislinkwithagrofuelswasamajorreasonwhythebidbyAfricangovernmentstoestablishanin
ternationalmoratoriumonGEtreeplantingswasdefeatedattheUnitedNatioin2008.</p><divclass="obje
ct-right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-
image"><divclass="attribute-image"><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Trees"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/squirrel/1887-1-eng-
CA/Squirrel_small.jpg"width="100"height="100"style="border:0px;"alt="Squirrel"title="Squirrel"/></
a></p></div></div></div></div><p></p><p>?Fastgrowing,purpose-
growntreesareanidealfeedstockplatformforsecondgenerationbioenergyproduction?Producingrenew
ableenergyfrompurpose-
growntreesisthelateststepintheevolutionoftrees?longandfruitfulhistoryandcriticaltomeetingglobalbio
energydevelopmentneeds.?<br/>?fromsummarytoBIOConferencepresentation"Biotechnolog
yinPurpose-
GrownTreestoMakeBioenergyProduction"inthesession"NewFeedstocksforBiofuels&qu
ot;,apresentationfromBarbaraWellsofArborGen.<br/></p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
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Trees"target="_self">ClickhereformoreinformationonGEtrees.</a></p><aname="eztoc578_0_1"id
="eztoc578_0_1"></a><h3>ReportsandArticles</h3><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Ag
rofuels-
Background"target="_self">BackgrounderfromFoodSecureCanada</a>,4pages.</p><p>Clickheret
oread<ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/The-Food-Crisis-and-How-to-Beat-
It"target="_self">TheFoodCrisis-
andHowtoBeatIt</a>shortopinionpiecefromtheFoodSecurityPolicyGroupandFoodSecureCanada,M
ay25,2008</p><p><ahref="http://globalalternatives.org/node/93"target="_self">TheDarkSideofBra
zil'sAgribusinessBoom:Violence,MutinyandEnvironmentalPillageintheAmazon</a>,CenterfortheSt
udyoftheAmericas,October2008</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Feeding-the-World-
with-GM-Crops-Myth-or-
Reality"target="_self">FeedingtheWorldwithGMCrops:MythorReality?</a>(8pagepdf)byGMFreeze,
UK,June2008-
TheglobalfoodcrisisisbeingusedbysometocallformorewideintroductionofGMcrops.</p><p>ViaCamp
esinaPositionPaper-<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Small-farmers-feed-the-
world"target="_self">SmallFarmersFeedtheWorld:Industrialagrofuelsfuelhungerandpoverty</a>,Ju
ne24,2008</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Food-sovereignty-to-answer-world-food-
and-energy-
crisis"target="_self">FoodSovereigntyistheanswertotheworldfoodandenergycrisis</a>,ViaCampesi
na,speech,May29,2008</p><p>BiofuelsByDecree:ReportfromBurma,May-
Burma?smilitaryisimplementinganation-
wideplantoplanteightmillionacres,anareathesizeofBelgium,withJatrophacurcasforbiodieselproductio
n.Twoyearsintothecampaign,thepeopleofBurmahavesufferedforcedlabor,confiscationoffarmlands,a
ndthreatstofoodsecurity.Atthesametime,testimoniesofcropfailureandmismanagementexposehowth
ecampaignisafiasco.</p><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Burma-Fact-
Sheet"target="_self">Onepagefactsheet</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Biofuel-
Fiasco-in-
Burma"target="_self">Pressrelease:BiofuelsFiascoinBurma</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topic
s/Agrofuels/Biofuels-By-Decree-Burma-
Report"target="_self">Fullreport</a></li></ul><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Trees/GE-
Trees-Cellulosic-Biofuels-Destruction-of-Forest-Biological-
Diversity"target="_self">"GeneticallyEngineeredTrees,CellulosicBiofuels&Destructionof
ForestBiologicalDiversity"</a>GlobalForestCoalition,GlobalJusticeEcologyProject,February2
008</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/The-real-
costs"target="_self">"Therealcostsofagrofuels:Food,forestandtheclimate"</a>(72pagep
df)GlobalForestCoalition,December2007</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Small-
scale-sustainable-farmers-are-cooling-down-the-
earth"target="_self">SmallscalesustainablefarmsarecoolingdowntheEarth</a>,ViaCampesina,Nov
ember2007</p><p>GRAIN,<ahref="http://www.grain.org/agrofuels"target="_self">Formonitoringan
dreportsincludingSeedlingspecialissueJuly2007www.grain.org/agrofuels/</a></p><p>Agrofuels?to
wardsarealitycheckinninekeyareas,April2007:<br/><ahref="http://www.econexus.info/pdf/Agrofuels
_ExecSum.html"target="_self">ExecutiveSummary</a><br/><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels
/Agrofuels-Towards-a-reality-check-in-nine-key-
areas"target="_self">FullReport(pdf34pages)</a><br/></p><p>MiguelAltieriandElisabethBravo,<a
href="http://www.foodfirst.org/node/1662"target="_self">?Theecologicalandsocialtragedyofcrop-
basedbiofuelproductionintheAmericas?</a>April2007</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuel
s/Agrofuels-in-
Africa2"target="_self">AgrofuelsinAfrica:theimpactsonland,foodandforests</a>,AfricanBiodiversity
Network,July2007.</p><p><ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Press/Press-Releases/P.E.I-Biofuels-
Plant-Under-
Fire"target="_self">P.E.IBiofuelsPlantUnderFireatAgricultureCommitteeHearing:</a>Plantwouldcr
eatenewmarketforMonsanto'sgeneticallyengineeredsugarbeet</p><aname="eztoc578_0_2"id="ez
toc578_0_2"></a><h3>MoreResources</h3><p><ahref="http://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/"target="
_self">Biofuelwatch</a>,Europe<br/><ahref="http://www.grain.org/agrofuels"target="_self">GRAI
N</a>Agrofuelsresourcepage<br/></p>
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