
GE Trees
Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>CBANisaSteeringCommitteeMemberoftheNorthAmerican<ahref=
"http://www.globaljusticeecology.org/stopgetrees.php?tabs=0"target="_self">STOPGETreesCamp
aign</a>andisworkingwithgroupsacrosstheworldforabanonGEtrees.</p><aname="eztoc603_1"id=
"eztoc603_1"></a><h2>GroupsSueU.S.Dept.ofAgOverGMTreeFieldTestsApproval</h2><p>July1,
2010:AnallianceofconservationorganizationstodaysuedtheU.S.DepartmentofAgricultureove
ritsapprovalofopen-
airfieldtestsofageneticallyengineered(GE)hybridofeucalyptustreeacrossthesouthernUnitedStates.T
hepermit,issuedtoacompanycalledArborGen,whichisajointinitiativeofInternationalPaper,MeadWest
vacoandRubicon,wasapprovedMay12withminimalenvironmentalreview.Itauthorizestheexperimenta
lplantingandfloweringofanew,geneticallyengineeredhybridon28secretsitesacrosssevensouthernstat
es?Alabama,Florida,Georgia,Louisiana,Mississippi,SouthCarolinaandTexas.</p><p>ArborGenhop
esitsGE?cold-
tolerant?Eucalyptuswillbecomewidelyplantedforpulpandbiomass.Buteucalyptustreesarenotnativeto
theUnitedStatesandareknowntobecomeinvasive,displacingnativewildlifeandplantsinvariousareasar
oundthecountryandincreasingwildfirerisk.<ahref="http://truefoodnow.org/2010/07/01/lawsuit-filed-
to-halt-release-of-genetically-engineered-eucalyptus-trees-across-the-american-
south/"target="_self">Clickhereformoreinformationonthecase.</a></p><p>U.S.governmentapprov
alofGEeucalyptustreessetsadangerousprecedenttoallowotherexperimentalGEforesttrees,including
poplarandpine,thatwouldinevitablyandirreversiblycontaminatenativetreeswithdestructiveGEtraits,de
vastatingforestecosystemsandwildlife.OnceGEtreesescape,thereisnowaytocallthemback.Theonlyw
aytostopgeneticcontaminationofnativeforestsistobanthecommercialreleaseofGEtreesbeforeitistoola
te.</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-
image"><divclass="attribute-image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/squirrel2/1890-1-
eng-
CA/Squirrel_medium.jpg"width="200"height="200"style="border:0px;"alt="Squirrel"title="Squirrel"/
></p></div></div></div></div><aname="eztoc603_2"id="eztoc603_2"></a><h2>TakeAction</h2>
<p>GroupscansignontothedemandtobanGEtreesinCanada:<ahref="/Take-Action/Stop-GE-Trees-
Sign-
On"target="_self">Clickheretosignon</a></p><p>47groupssignedthelettertotheGovernmentofCan
adawiththefollowingdemands:<br/><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Trees/Letter-signed-by-47-
organizations-May-
2008"target="_self">Clickheretoseethefullletter</a><br/><ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Resources/T
opics/GE-Trees/Letter-to-Minister-of-the-Environment-Requesting-Support-to-UN-Moratorium-on-
GE-
Trees"target="_self">Clickheretojustviewthelistof47groups.</a></p><p>ForthehealthandfutureofC
anada?sforestecosystemsandthosearoundtheworld:</p><p>1.We,theundersigned,askforanendtoe
xistingfieldtrialsinCanadaandanendtoapprovalsforfieldtrialsofgeneticallyengineeredtreesinCanada.
</p><p>2.Weaskforanendtotheuseofpublicfundsforfield-testingandanendtofield-
testingatgovernmentresearchstations.</p><p>3.WecallupontheCanadianGovernmenttosupportagl
obalmoratoriumonfieldtesting,plantingandcommercialuseofgeneticallyengineeredtreesbecauseofth
eseriousriskstheyposetobiologicaldiversityandtoforestecosystemsinCanadaandacrosstheworld.<ah
ref="/Take-Action/Stop-GE-Trees-Sign-
On"target="_self">Signonhere.</a></p><aname="eztoc603_3"id="eztoc603_3"></a><h2>Backgro
und</h2><p>FieldTrialsinCanada:<br/>oInCanada,therehavebeenonlyoneortwofieldtrialsinanygive
nyearsince1997.<br/>oSince2000,open-
airfieldtestshaveonlybeencarriedoutbygovernmentresearchersattheCanadianForestService,notbyp
rivatecompanies.<br/>oCurrently(2008)thereisonlyoneopen-
airtrialinCanada,onageneticallyengineeredpoplar,attheLaurentianForestryCentreinQuebec.</p><ul
><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Trees/Basic-
Background"target="_self">GeneticallyEngineeredTrees:BasicBackground</a></li><li><ahref="/R
esources/Topics/GE-Trees/GE-Trees-Cellulosic-Biofuels-Destruction-of-Forest-Biological-
Diversity"target="_self">"GETrees,CellulosicBiofuels&DestructionofForestBiologicalDIv
ersity</a>Feb2008(pdf10pages)</li></ul><p>?GEtreeshavethepotentialtowreakecologicalhavocthr
oughouttheworld?snativeforests.GETreescouldalsoimpactwildlifeaswellasruralandindigenouscom
munitiesthatdependonintactforestsfortheirfood,shelter,water,livelihoodandculturalpractices.Asagen
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eticist,Ibelievetherearefartoomanyunknownandunansweredquestionstobegrowinggeneticallyengin
eeredplants?foodcropsortrees?inopenfields.GEtreesshouldnotbereleasedintotheenvironmentinco
mmercialplantationsandanyoutdoortestplotsorexistingplantationsshouldberemoved."--
Dr.DavidSuzuki</p><p>ProvincialOpposition:<br/>oInAlberta:TheAlbertaForestGeneticResources
Council?doesnotrecommendtheuseofGMOsforreforestationatthistime?<br/>oInBritishColumbia:Th
eMinistryofForestsandRange?hasensuredthatnogeneticallymodifiedtreeseedhasbeenregisteredoru
sed?oncrownland.</p><p>?GEtreeshavethepotentialtowreakecologicalhavocthroughouttheworld?
snativeforests.GETreescouldalsoimpactwildlifeaswellasruralandindigenouscommunitiesthatdepen
donintactforestsfortheirfood,shelter,water,livelihoodandculturalpractices.Asageneticist,Ibelievether
earefartoomanyunknownandunansweredquestionstobegrowinggeneticallyengineeredplants?foodc
ropsortrees?inopenfields.GEtreesshouldnotbereleasedintotheenvironmentincommercialplantations
andanyoutdoortestplotsorexistingplantationsshouldberemoved."--
Dr.DavidSuzuki</p><p>TheCanadianForestServiceisconductingfieldtrialsofGEpoplarinQuebec?tri
alsthatmayalreadyposecontaminationthreatstoCanadianforests.Evenwithoutthesetrials,thefieldtrial
scurrentlyunderwayintheUnitedStatescouldposeasignificantthreattoCanadianforestecosystems.Thi
sisonereasonwhyCBANcollaboratescloselywithourcolleaguesintheUS.</p><p>GEtreesposeagreat
erthreatofcontaminationthanseenwithGEcrops,largelybecausetreeslivefordecades,havesomanyne
arbywildrelativesandtheirpollentravelshundredsofmiles.Thescenarioofcontaminationfromtreesgenet
icallyengineeredtobeinsectresistanceviaBt(asinrecentgovernmentfieldtrialsinQuebec),forexample,
warnsofseriousbiodiversityimpactsasBttargetslepidoptera,amainfoodsourceformanybirds.</p><p>
NaturalResourcesCanadaisdiscussingtheuseof?<ahref="http://www.banterminator.org/"target="_s
elf">Terminatortechnology</a>?(geneticallyengineeredsterileseedtechnology)tocontaingeneticpoll
utionfromGEtrees.ThisraisesanewlevelofconcernsinceTerminatorwouldnotfunction100%butwouldc
reatenewrisksfromthespreadofTerminatorgenesandsterilitytraits,forexample.</p><aname="eztoc6
03_4"id="eztoc603_4"></a><h2>OtherNews</h2><p>May4,2010,PressRelease-
<ahref="http://www.globaljusticeecology.org/pressroom.php?ID=393"target="_self">NewStudiesE
xposePotentialRisksofGMOTrees</a></p><p>April5,2010:<ahref="http://www.sciencecodex.com/
gone_with_the_wind_farflung_pine_pollen_still_potent_miles_from_the_tree"target="_self">Gone
withtheWind:Far-
flungPinePollenStillPotentMilesfromtheTree</a></p><p>ClaireWilliamsoftheNationalEvolutionaryS
ynthesisCenter(NESCent)intheU.S.andhercolleagueshavefoundthatpollenfromtheloblollypinecansti
llgerminateafterdriftinglongdistances.Williamsandhercolleaguesusedahand-
helddevicecalledasporesamplertocaptureandanalyzepollenfoundoffthesoutheasterncoastoftheU.S.
Samplingbyhelicopterandbyferry,theyfoundviablepinepollenasfaras2,000feetintheairand25
milesoffshore."Untilthen,thehighestpinepollenhadeverbeenfoundintheatmospherewa
s1000feet,"commentsWilliams.TheresearchfindingshavebeenpublishedintheAmericanJourna
lofBotany.</p><p>GMloblollypinehasnotbeenapprovedforcommercialplanting.GMvarietiesareplant
edintheU.S.infieldtrials,however.Theresearcherssayheirfindingmeansthatitwouldbedifficulttocontain
thepollenfromGMloblollypinetrees.Thelonglifespanofpinetreesmakesitdifficulttoevaluatetheenviron
mentalimpactsofGMvarieties,addsWilliams.TheresearchwasfundedbytheU.S.DepartmentofAgricult
ure(USDA).</p><aname="eztoc603_5"id="eztoc603_5"></a><h2>ReportfromtheUNMeetingMay2
008</h2><p>GovernmentsattheUNmeetinginMay2008failedtobanGEtrees<ahref="http://cban.ca/R
esources/Topics/GE-
Trees/Blog"target="_self">YoucanreadtheCBANDailyBlogfromtheUNmeetinginGermanytofindoutw
hatexactlyhappened</a>Readthe<ahref="http://cban.ca/Press/Press-Releases/Canada-Tries-to-
Eliminate-Moratorium-Request-on-Genetically-Engineered-
Trees"target="_self">PressReleasefromMay22:CanadaTriestoEliminateMoratoriumRequestonGE
Trees</a></p><p>TheUnitedNationsConventiononBiologicalDiversitycouldhaveestablishedaninter
nationalmoratoriumonthefieldtestingandcommercialreleaseofGEtreesatthemajorCOP9meetingMay
19-
30inGermany.ButCanada,Brazil,andColombia,withAustraliaandNewZealandworkedagainstthisprop
osalfromAfricancountries.</p><p>CBANjoinedwithinternationalpartnerstopresentthepotentialnegati
veimpactsofGETrees.</p><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Trees/Potential-Impacts-of-
Genetically-Engineered-
Trees"target="_self">ClickheretoreadtheCBANbriefingtotheUnitedNationsmeeting.(6pages)</a></li
><li>Thisbriefingisacritiqueof<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Trees/Background-document-to-the-
in-depth-review-of-the-forest-programme-of-
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work"target="_self">thebackgrounddocumentpreparedbytheSecretariatoftheConventiononBiologic
alDiversity.(17pages)</a></li><li>CBANhasalsosignedthe<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Trees/SBSTTA-WRM-Open-Letter-to-Stop-GE-
Trees"target="_self">internationalopenletterdemandingabanongeneticallyengineered(GE)trees.</a
></li></ul><p>CBANisaSteeringCommitteeMemberoftheNorthAmerican<ahref="http://www.stopge
trees.org/staticpages/index.php?page=2004081"target="_self">StopGETreesCampaign</a>andis
workingwithcolleaguesacrosstheworldinthecallfor<ahref="http://www.stopgetrees.org/staticpages/i
ndex.php?page=2004081"target="_self">abanonGEtrees</a>.</p><aname="eztoc604_1"id="ezto
c604_1"></a><h2>Articles</h2><ul><li><ahref="http://www.alternet.org/story/58477/"target="_self
">Frankenforests:GETreesThreatenEcosystemCollapse</a>,DaraColwell,AlterNet,August2,2007.
</li></ul><aname="eztoc604_2"id="eztoc604_2"></a><h2>Links</h2><ul><li><ahref="http://www.
globaljusticeecology.org/stopgetrees.php"target="_self">STOPGETreesCampaignNorthAmerica</
a></li><li><ahref="http://www.wrm.org.uy/"target="_self">WorldRainforestMovement</a></li><li><
ahref="http://www.globalforestcoalition.org"target="_self">GlobalForestCoalition</a></li><li><ahre
f="http://www.econexus.info"target="_self">EcoNexus</a></li></ul>
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