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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>"Bettersafethansorry"</p><p>?Whenitcomestohuman
andenvironmentalsafetythereshouldbeclearevidenceoftheabsenceofrisks;themereabsenceofeviden
ceisnotenough.?<br/>-ConradBrunk,Co-
chairofthe2001<ahref="http://www.rsc.ca/index.php?page_id=119"target="_self">RoyalSocietyofC
anadaExpertPanelontheFutureofFoodBiotechnology</a></p><p>Thisisanexpressionoftheprecauti
onaryprinciplethatfocusesonreducingoreliminatinghazard. Theprecautionaryprincipleispromotedinte
rnationallyasawaytoprioritizehealthandenvironmentalsafetywhenregulatinggeneticengineeringoroth
erpotentiallyharmfultechnologies.ltadvisesustotakeactiontoanticipateandpreventharmevenwhenwe
don?thaveconclusiveevidenceaboutcauses.Thisisbecauseitisextraordinarilydifficulttoestablishcaus
eandeffectwhenweintroducenewtechnologies(likePCBsandCFCsforexample)intoourcomplexecosy
stems.</p><p>Theprecautionaryprincipleisinvokedwhenthereisrecognitionofpotentialharmandofsci
entificuncertainy-
bothofwhicharedeniedbytheCanadiangovernmentinthecaseofgeneticengineering.</p><p>Theprec
autionaryprinciplestates:<br/>?Whenanactivityraisesthreatsofharmtohumanhealthortheenvironmen
t,precautionarymeasuresshouldbetakenevenifsomecause-and-
effectrelationshipsarenotfullyestablishedscientifically.?<br/>-
Fromthe1998WingspreadStatementonthePrecautionaryPrinciple</p><p>or?Lackofscientificcertain
tyduetoinsufficientrelevantscientificinformationandknowledgeshallnotpreventpartiesfromtakingdeci
sionsaimedtoavoidadverseorminimizeeffects.?</p><p>Contrarytothis,theCanadiangovernmentcon
cludesthatiftheycannotseescientificevidencethatprovesgeneticallyengineeredfoodsaredangerous,th
eymustbesafe:</p><p>?HealthCanadahasbeenreviewingthesafetyoffoodsderivedfromgeneticmodif
icationforthelastsevenyears,andisnotawareofanyscientificevidencewhichdemonstratesthatgenetical
lymodifiedfoodsarelesssafethantraditionalfoods.?<br/>-
From2002?Frequentlyaskedquestionsongeneticallymodifiedfoods?CanadianFoodIinspectionAgenc

y.</p>
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