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oallmembersoftheConventiononBiologicalDiversity(CBD)SubsidiaryBodyonScientific,Technicaland
TechnologicalAdvice(SBSTTA)</h3><p>February,2008</p><p>Theundersigned,membersoforgani
zationsfromcountrieswhereresearchonthegeneticmodificationoftreesisbeingcarriedout,wouldliketoe
xpressinthislettersomeofthereasonsofourdeepconcern.</p><p>Firstofall,ourconcernisbasedonthef
actthatthegeneticmanipulationbeingundertakenisaimedatconsolidatingandfurtherexpandingamodel
ofmonoculturetreeplantationsthathasalreadyproventoresultinserioussocialandenvironmentalimpact
sinmanyofourcountries.</p><p>Inaddition,theuseoftransgenictreeswillfurtheraggravatetheproveni
mpactsonwaterresources,sinceoneofthetraitsthatresearchersareattemptingtointroduceisfastergrowt
h,whichwouldmeanevengreaterconsumptionofwaterbytreeplantations.</p><p>Atthesametime,rese
archisbeingundertakentointroducegenesthatwillmakethetreesmoreresistanttocoldtemperatures,fort
hepurposeofplantingthemincolderregionsandathigheraltitudesinthemountains.Thiswouldleadtosoci
alandenvironmentalimpactsinareasthatuntilnowhavenotbeenaffectedbytheimpactsofcurrenttreemo
nocultures.</p><p>Researchisalsounderwaytodeveloptreeswithinsecticideproperties,inordertomak
ethemresistanttoinsectslikethepineshootmoth(Ryacioniabuoliana).Thiscouldresultinthedeathofalarg
enumberofotherinsectspecies,withconsequentimpactsonlocalfauna'sfoodchainsandperhapsevenon
thepollenizationofnativefloraspeciesthatdependonthoseinsects.</p><p>Researchisalsobeingunder
takentointroducegenesthatwouldincreasethetrees'resistancetotheherbicideglyphosate,whichwouldl
eadtoevenmoreserioussocialandenvironmentalimpacts,includingthedestructionoflocalfloraandimpa
ctsonhumanhealth.</p><p>Additionally,researchisbeingcarriedouttodevelopeucalyptustreeswithahi
ghercellulosecontentfortheproductionofcelluloseforpaperandfortheproductionofethanol.Thiswouldm
eanreducingtheamountoflignin,thecomponentthatprovidestreeswithstructuralstrength,thusmakingth
emmoresusceptibletosuffering-aswellascausing-
seriousdamageduringwindstorms.</p><p>ItisimportanttonotethatthelastConferenceofthePartiestot
heConventiononBiologicalDiversity(COP-
8)adopteddecisionVIII/19(Forestbiologicaldiversity:implementationoftheprogrammeofwork),which&
quot;recommendsPartiestotakeaprecautionaryapproachwhenaddressingtheissueofgeneticallymodi
fiedtrees."</p><p>ThisdecisionisfoundedonCOP-
8'srecognitionof"theuncertaintiesrelatedtothepotentialenvironmentalandsocio-
economicimpacts,includinglong-
termandtransboundaryimpacts,ofgeneticallymodifiedtreesonglobalforestbiologicaldiversity,aswella
sonthelivelihoodsofindigenousandlocalcommunities,andgiventheabsenceofreliabledataandofcapac
ityinsomecountriestoundertakeriskassessmentsandtoevaluatethosepotentialimpacts."</p><p
>WethereforewishtocalluponyoutorecommendtheConventiononBiodiversityConventiontodefinitelyb
anGEtrees-includingfieldstrials-
becauseoftheseriousriskstheyposeonthePlanet'sbiologicaldiversity.</p><p>WorldRainforestMove
ment</p>
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