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ofuelsplantinPEIcameunderfireatahearingoftheHouseofCommonsStandingCommitteeonAgriculture
andAgri-FoodthatisexaminingBillC-
33,aBillthatwouldmandatetheuseofbiofuelsinCanada.</p><p>OnMonday,February25,Committeewi
tnessLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,raisedthePEIplantasani
llustrationofthewayinwhichtherushtoinvestinbiofuelswasbeingusedtopushgeneticallyengineered(GE
)cropsontothemarket.SharratttoldtheCommitteethattheplantproposalillustrates?veryclearlythewayin
whichbiofuelsarebeingusedtoopenupmarketsforotherwiseunattractiveorirrelevantGEcrops.?</p><p
>ThePEIplantwouldproducebiofuelfromsugarbeet.JustthisyearMonsanto,thelargestseedcompanyin
theworld,announceditsintentiontosellnewgeneticallyengineeredsugarbeettofarmersinCanadaandth
eUnitedStates.SharratttoldtheCommittee,?InthecaseofPEI,thisbiofuelsplantisexpectedtobefuelede
ntirelybyMonsanto?snewgeneticallyengineeredsugarbeet.?Monsantopostedrecordprofitsin2006an
dtheirgrossprofitincreasedeachyearsince2002.</p><p>Monsanto?s?RoundupReady?sugarbeetisg
eneticallyengineeredtobeherbicidetolerantmeaningthattheplantcanwithstandearlyandfrequentspray
ingsofcorporation?sherbicide?Roundup.?U.S.datashowsthatthetotalpoundsofherbicidesusedperac
rehasbeenhigherforherbicidetolerantcropsthanforconventionalcropsandthatthisnumberhasincrease
deachyear.</p><p>?Wearealsoconcernedthatthebiofuelsrushwillbeusedtopushopenthedoortoother
newgeneticallyengineeredcrops,includinggeneticallyengineeredwheatandGEtrees,?Sharratttoldthe
AgricultureCommittee.<br/>Formoreinformation:LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwo
rk,6132412267coordinator@cban.ca</p>
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