Labeling

Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Summary:Thereisnomandatorylabelingofgeneticallyengineeredfo
odsinCanada,despiteintensivecampaigningand10yearsofpollingthatshowover80%ofCanadianswan
ttheselabels.Instead,anationalstandardforvoluntarylabelingwasestablished-
butthisisvoluntaryandnocompanyhasyetlabeledtheirproductsascontainingGEingredients!Atleast40c
ountriesaroundtheworldhavelabelinglawsincludingEurope,ChinaandRussia.</p><aname="eztoc14
98 1"id="eztoc1498 1"></a><h2>ConsumerrightsvictoryasUSendsoppositiontoGMlabelingagree
ment</h2><p>July5,2011</p><ul><li>Twentyyearstrugglewithinglobalfoodsafetybodyendswith?co
nsumerrightsmilestone?</li><li>MoveclearswayforgreatermonitoringoftheeffectsofGMorganisms</I
i></ul><p>Canadawasanobstacletothelabelingguidelinesuntilpublicpressurechangedourgovernme
nt'sposition. Thankstoyouractionandyearsofwork(16")withmanygroupsaroundtheworld,thereareinter
nationalguidelinesonGMlabeling.</p><p>Morethan100countriesagreedonlongoverdueguidanceont
helabelingofgeneticallymodified(GM)food. TheCodexAlimentariusCommissionoftheUN,madeupofth
eworld?sfoodsafetyregulatoryagencies,hasbeenlabouringfortwodecadestocomeupwithconsensusg
uidance.lInastrikingreversaloftheirpreviouspositionduringtheannualCodexsummitinGeneva,theUSd
elegationdroppeditsoppositiontotheGMlabellingguidancedocument,allowingittomoveforwardandbec
omeanofficialCodextext. ThenewCodexagreementmeansthatanycountrywishingtoadoptGMfoodlab
ellingwillnolongerfacethethreatofalegalchallengefromtheWorldTradeOrganization(WTO).Thisisbec
ausenationalmeasuresbasedonCodexguidanceorstandardscannotbechallengedasabarriertotrade.
Thiswillhaveimmediateimplicationsforconsumers.<ahref="http://www.consumersinternational.org/n
ews-and-media/news/2011/07/gm-labelling-victory-as-us-ends-
opposition"target="_self">ClickhereforanalysisfromConsumersinternational.</a></p><p>TheUnite
dNation'sCodexguidelinesonGMfoodlabellingarevoluntaryandsotheguidelinesthemselvesdonotcom
pelcountriestolabel(sothiswillnotresultinlabellinginCanadaforexample).</p><aname="eztoc1498 2"
id="eztoc1498 2"></a><h2>YourActionsWorked!UNCodexProvidesForLabeling</h2><p>May11,2
010:Thankstoyourletters,theCanadiangovernmentdelegationtotheUNCodexmeetinglastwee
kdidnotsupporttheU.S.positionagainstGMfoodlabeling. TheU.S.failedintheirattemptstostopthenegoti
ations.</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-
image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/donate"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/chan/storage/images/donate2/blue-
donate-button/3482-1-eng-CA/Blue-Donate-
Button_medium.jpg"width="110"height="81"style="border:0px;"alt="BlueDonateButton"title="BlueD
onateButton"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><p>TheCanadiangovernmentdidnotspeakuptosup
portthenonsensicalpositionfromtheU.S.thatGMfoodsarenodifferentfromfoodsproducedthroughconv
entionalmethods. ThoughnotyetactivelysupportingapositivepositiononGMlabeling, Canadadidnotobs
tructthemeetingandtheU.S.wasnotabletoputanendtothenegotiations.Outoftheover50countriesatthe
negotiations,theU.S.wasonlysupportedinitspositionbyMexico,CostaRica,andArgentina.TheU.S.was
tryingtoputanendtotheUNCodexnegotiationsonGMlabelingbutthenegotiationswillcontinue.</p><p>
May10,2010,ConsumersUnionPressRelease:<ahref="http://www.consumersunion.org/pub/c
ore_food_safety/016389.html"target="_self">U.S.StandsNearlyAloneinOppositionatRecentinternat
ionalMeeting</a></p><p>April30,2010-PressRelease:<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/Canada-to-
oppose-the-right-of-countries-to-label-GM-
foods"target="_self">CanadatoopposetherightofcountriestolabelGMfoods?</a>Regroupementqué
bécoiscontrelesOGM(RQcOGM),CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)</p><p>April 30,2
010-Read<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Labeling/Letter-from-CBAN-to-Minister-of-Health-on-
Codex-GM-labeling-April-
30"target="_self">CBAN'slettertotheMinisterofHealth</a><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Labeling/Lett
er-from-CBAN-to-Minister-of-Health-on-Codex-GM-labeling-April-
30"id="__mce_tmp"target="_self">.</a></p><p>DevelopingcountrieswantsupportfromCodexforthei
rrighttolabelGMfoods.TheUSandCanadawanttomakesurethisdoesn?thappenbecauseCodexrecom
mendationsonGMlabelingcouldprotectdevelopingcountriesfromchallengesattheWorldTradeOrganiz
ation.DevelopingcountriesarepressingforrecommendationsonGElabelingfromCodextoassisttheireff
ortstoprovideinformationtoconsumers.</p><aname="eztoc1498_3"id="eztoc1498 3"></a><h2>W
hatisCodex?</h2><p>CodexAlimentariusmeans?foodcode?.TheCodexAlimentariusComissionisal
Nprocessestablishedinthe1960sbytheUnitedNationalsFoodandAgricultureOrganizationandtheWorl
dHealthOrganization. ThroughCodex,nationalgovernmentsmeettonegotiateandharmonizeguideline
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sforfoodsafetyassessmentsandotherstandardsincludingfoodlabeling.Codexguidelinesarevoluntarya
ndnon-

bindingbutareaninternationalreferencepointforcountries.Codexstandardsarenowthebench
marksagainstwhichnationalfoodmeasuresandregulationsareevaluatedintheeventoftradedisputesbr
oughtforwardbycountriesthroughtheWorldTradeOrganization.</p><p>Consumerorganizationsarea
bletoregistertoparticipateinCodexmeetingsandcanalsosubmitwrittencommentsforconsideration.<ah
ref="http://www.codexalimentarius.net/web/index_en.jsp"target="_self">ClickheretogototheCodex
website.</a></p><p>May5,2009:<ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Press/Press-Releases/Canada-
Must-Support-UN-Negotiations-on-Labeling-of-Genetically-Modified-
Foods"target="_self">CanadaMustSupportUNNegotiationsonLabelingofGeneticallyModifiedFoods:
</a>CodexmeetinginCalgarycouldsuspendworkonGMfoodlabeling.Update: DespiteUSandCanadia
nobjections,theCodexmeetingagreedtocontinuetheirworktodevelopguidelinesforlabelingGMfoods.<
/p><aname="eztoc1499 1"id="eztoc1499 1"></a><h2>LabelinginCanada</h2><p>2008:Private
MembersBilldefeated: APrivateMembersBilltolabelgeneticallyengineeredfoods(C-
517)introducedbyGilles-
A.PerronofBlocQuébécoiswasdefeatedintheHouseofCommonsinApril2008.</p><ul><li><ahref="h
ttp:/iwww.cjly.net/deconstructingdinner/“target="_self">Clickheretolistentothe April2008HouseofCo
mmonsdebatecourtesyofDeconstructingDinner.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Labeling/T
ranscript-from-House-of-Commons-debate-on-Bill-517-to-label-GE-foods-April-3-
2008"target="_self">Clickheretoreadthetranscriptofthedebate</a></li><li>ClickheretoreadApril320
08PressRelease:<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/Bill-to-Label-Genetically-Engineered-
Foods"target="_self">BilltoLabelGeneticallyEngineeredFoods:WillMPsvoteforMonsantoorCanadia
ns?</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Labeling/Projet-de-loi-federale-sur-l-etiquetage-des-
OGM"target="_self">Communiqué:Projetdeloifédéralesurl” étiquetagedesOGM:EntrevoterpourM
onsantooupournous,lechoixestclair</a></li></ul>
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