
Sugar beet 
Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc1529_1"id="eztoc1529_1"></a><h2><divclass="obje
ct-right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-
image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/media/images/halloween-parade-at-lantic-hq-in-
montreal-oct-31-2011/8122-1-eng-CA/Halloween-Parade-at-Lantic-HQ-in-Montreal-Oct-31-
2011_large.jpg"width="370"height="246"style="border:0px;"alt="HalloweenParadeatLanticHQinMo
ntreal,Oct31,2011"title="HalloweenParadeatLanticHQinMontreal,Oct31,2011"/></p></div><divclas
s="attribute-
caption"style="width:370px"><p>HalloweenParadeatLanticSugarinMontreal!October31,2011.NoG
Msugar!</p></div></div></div></div></h2><p>LanticInc.(nowownsRogersSugar)istheonlycompan
yinCanadathatprocessessugarbeet.GMsugarbeetswerefirstplantedinAlbertain2009byfarmersoncon
tracttoLantic.</p><aname="eztoc1530_1"id="eztoc1530_1"></a><h2>Takeaction:</h2><ol><li>Te
llLantictostopusingGMsugar!Emailthemat<ahref="http://www.lantic.ca/contact.php?lg=en"target="_
self">http://www.lantic.ca/contact.php?lg=en</a></li><li>Companiescansignontothe<ahref="http://
www.seedsofdeception.com/includes/services/nongm_sugar_beet_registry_display.cfm"target="_
self">No-
GMBeetSugarRegistryhere</a>!</li><li>Contactyourlocalbakeryandchocolatecompanyandaskthe
mtostopbuyingLanticsugar.</li></ol><p>Don'tbuyRogersSugarandLanticbrandsugarproducts.</p>
<p>Insteadyoucanbuy:</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-
embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/media/images/gm-free-sugar-heart2/6203-1-eng-
CA/GM-Free-Sugar-
Heart_medium.jpg"width="200"height="200"style="border:0px;"alt="GMFreeSugarHeart"title="GM
FreeSugarHeart"/></p></div></div></div></div><ul><li>OrganicSugarfromothercompanies(Lantic
hasitsownbrandoforganicsugar)</li><li>CaneSugarandproductswithcanesugaringredients(canesug
arhasnotyetbeengeneticallymodified-
thoughMonsantoplanstodothis)</li><li>RedpathSugar(all<ahref="http://www.redpathsugars.com/fa
q_sugar.htm"target="_self">Redpath</a>productsuseonlycanesugar)</li><li>Othersweetenerslike:
Honey,MapleSyrup,Molasses</li></ul><p>ThissugarbeetisgeneticallyengineeredtoberesistanttoM
onsanto?sherbicideRoundupandiscurrentlyappliedtosugarbeetusedforprocessingintosugar?asopp
osedtoredtablebeets.GMsugarbeetsarewindpollinated,andthereisastrongpossibilitythatpollenfromG
Msugarbeetscouldcontaminatenon-
GMsugarbeetsaswellaschard,andredandyellowbeets(or?tablebeets?).<ahref="/content/view/full/44
8"target="_self">ReadtheconcernsinCBAN'slettertoLanticInc.</a></p><p>December1,2010,CBAN
lettertoLanticsugarcompany:<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Sugar-beet/Request-for-Lantic-to-phase-out-GE-sugar-Dec.-1-
2010"target="_self">RequestforLantictophaseoutGEsugarfollowingUScourt-
ordereddestructionofMonsanto'sgeneticallyengineeredsugarbeets</a></p><p>November30,2010:
<ahref="http://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/2010/11/30/federal-court-orders-first-ever-destruction-
of-a-gmo-crop-orders-removal-of-genetically-engineered-sugar-beet-seed-
crop/"target="_self">FederalCourtOrdersFirst-
EverDestructionofaGMOCrop,OrdersRemovalofGeneticallyEngineeredSugarBeetSeedCrop</a></
p><p>August13,2010:<ahref="http://truefoodnow.org/2010/08/13/federal-court-rescinds-usda-
approval-of-genetically-engineered-sugar-
beets/"target="_self">FederalCourtRescindsUSDAApprovalofGeneticallyEngineeredSugarBeets</
a></p><p>PressReleaseApril15,2009:<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/Canadian-Sugar-Company-
Chooses-Genetically-Modified-Sugar-
Beet"target="_self">CanadianSugarCompanyChoosesGeneticallyModifiedSugarBeet:LanticInc.ch
oosesMonsanto'sGMsugardespiteconsumerconcerns</a></p><aname="eztoc1530_2"id="eztoc15
30_2"></a><h2>Monsanto'sGlobalPlansforSugar</h2><p>"ThesuccessoftheRR[Monsanto's
GE]sugarbeetlaunchhaspositiveimplicationsforsugarcane,(80%ofglobalsugarproductionisfromcane
)forwhichseveralbiotechtraitsareatanadvancedstageofdevelopmentinseveralcountries."-
industrybiased<ahref="http://www.isaaa.org"target="_self">ISAAA</a></p><divclass="object-
right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Monsanto"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/ima
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ges/media/images/stop-monsanto-button2/6177-1-eng-CA/stop-Monsanto-
button_medium.jpg"width="132"height="133"style="border:0px;"alt="stopMonsantobutton"title="sto
pMonsantobutton"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><p>Approximately10%ofLanticsugarcomesfr
omsugarbeetandtherestfromimportedcanesugar.?Monsantoworkedbehindthescenesforyearstoreve
rseapreviousconsensusintheNorthAmericansugarindustryagainstGMsugarbecausethebiotechcomp
anywantstogeneticallymodifysugarcaneandcontrolthismajorcropaswell,?saidLucySharratt,Coordina
toroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.?LantichasplayedrightintoMonsanto?shandsanditis
Canadianconsumersthatwillsuffer.?Monsantoisthelargestseedcompanyintheworldandownsapproxi
mately90%ofalltheGMseedsownacrosstheworld.-<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/Canadian-Sugar-
Company-Chooses-Genetically-Modified-Sugar-
Beet"target="_self">Seethefullpressrelease</a></p><p><ahref="http://www.grain.org/seedling/?id
=589"target="_self">Readaboutsugarcanein"CorporateCandyland"byGRAIN</a>Oneof
themostdestructivedevelopmentsinagricultureoverthepasttwodecadeshasbeentheboominsoyaprod
uctioninthesouthernconeofLatinAmerica.Thecorporationsthatledthatboomarenowmovingaggressiv
elyintosugarcane,focusingonlargetractsoflandinsoutherncountrieswheresugarcanbeproducedchea
ply.Ifthesedevelopmentsarenotresisted,theimpactsarelikelytobesevere:localfoodproductionwillbeov
errun,workersandcommunitieswillfacedisplacementandexposuretoincreasedlevelsofpesticides,and
foreignagribusinesswilltightenitsgriponsugarproduction.Welookattheintersectionbetweenthedevelo
pmentofgeneticallymodifiedsugarcaneandtransformationsintheglobalsugarindustry.</p><aname="
eztoc1530_3"id="eztoc1530_3"></a><h2>Alert!GMSugarbeetbiofuelstryingtomovetoNovaScotia</
h2><p>DeniedentrytoPEIwherepublicprotestforcedtheprovincialgovernmenttoannouncepubliccons
ultations,thecompanyAtlantecBioEnergynowplanstoopenasugarbeetbiofuelsplantontheTrentonWor
kssiteinPictouCountyNovaScotiabyfall2009(ClickheretoreadtheCBCstory).Thecompanywantstocon
vinceNovaScotiafarmerstoproduce6,070hectaresofsugarbeets-
thesewilllikelybeMonsanto'sGEsugarbeets.ThiswillcreateanentirelynewmarketforMonsanto?snewG
EsugarbeetasNovaScotia'sfarmersdonotcurrentlygrowsugarbeet.Clicktoreadthe<ahref="http://www
.cban.ca/Press/Press-Releases/P.E.I-Biofuels-Plant-Under-
Fire"target="_self">PressRelease:P.E.IBiofuelsPlantUnderFireatHouseofCommonsAgricultureCo
mmitteeHearing</a></p><aname="eztoc1530_4"id="eztoc1530_4"></a><h2>Background</h2><p
>InCanada,sugarbeetisonlygrowninAlberta(forRogersSugar/LanticInc.)andinOntario(sentdirectlytot
heUSforprocessingbyMichiganSugar).Ontariofarmers(inLambtonCountyandChatham-
Kent)plantedGMsugarbeetin2008andAlbertafarmershaveplantedtheGMsugarbeetforthefirsttimethis
year(2009).TheOntariofarmersgrowoncontracttotheUSsugarcompanyMichiganSugarandthesugarb
eetissentstraightthere.</p>
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