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<aname="eztoc1757_0_1"id="eztoc1757_0_1"></a><h3>StopthereleaseofGeneticallyEngineered
TreesinCanadaandaroundtheworld</h3><p>Scrolldowntosignon.</p><p>OpenlettertotheMinistero
ftheEnvironment,Canada,inpreparationfortheUnitedNationsConventiononBiologicalDiversit
y(CBD)ninthmeetingoftheConferenceoftheParties(COP9)BonnGermany,May19-
302008.</p><p>Theundersigned,membersoforganizations,associationsandcommunitygrou
psfromacrossCanada,wishtoexpressinthisletterourgraveconcernsaboutthefieldtestingofgeneticallye
ngineered(GE)treesinCanadaaswellasourconcernsaboutfieldtestinginothercountriesandthethreatof
commercialapprovalsfortransgenictrees.</p><p>Firstly,wewouldliketostateourconcernaboutthefield
-testingofGEtreesinCanada.Despitegovernmentregulationintendedtopreventcontamination,theseop
en-
airtrialsposeseriousthreatstoforestecosystemsinCanada.</p><p>Secondly,wewouldliketostateouro
bjectiontotheuseofpublicfundstofieldtestgeneticallyengineeredtrees,ashasbeenundertakenbytheCa
nadianForestService,NaturalResourcesCanada,atgovernmentresearchstations.</p><p>Thirdly,we
wouldliketostateourconcernaboutongoingfieldtestsinothercountriesaswellastheprospectsofcommer
cialuseoftransgenictrees.</p><p>TimberandbiotechnologycorporationsaredevelopingGEtreesforfut
ureproductionofpaperandbiofuels.</p><p>Thereleaseofgeneticallyengineeredtreesposesaserioust
hreattoCanadianandglobalforestecosystemsandforestbiodiversity.</p><p>PollenfromGEtreescantr
avelhundredsofmiles(1200kilometersobservedforpinefromsouth-
eastUStoeasternCanada)andtherisksofirreversiblecontaminationarethereforeveryhigh.</p><p>Can
ada?sforestsectorisanimportantpartofoureconomythatcouldbenegativelyaffectedbycontaminationfr
omGEtrees.</p><p>Forestsfulfillmanydiversecommunityneeds.Forexample,forest-
basedfoodsareimportanttothehealth,livelihoodsandculturesofAboriginalpeoples,80%ofwhomareinfo
restedareas.</p><p>Thefield-
testingandcommercializationofinsectresistant(Bt)trees,toxictotheLepidopteraclassofinsects,will,asr
ecentstudiesindicate,harmsoilandaquaticecosystemsaswellaseffectnon-
targetinsectsandthebirdsandotherorganismsthatfeedonthem,withconsequentimpactsonthefoodchai
noflocalfauna.</p><p>Thegeneticengineeringoftreesforcoldtolerancethreatenstoexpandtheenviron
mentalandsocialimpactsofplantationsintocolderregionsandhigheraltitudes.Thespreadofcold-
toleranttraitswouldalsobringthethreatofnewinvasivespecies.</p><p>Thecommercializationofherbici
detoleranttreeswillonlyaddtotheuseofpesticidesintreeplantationsandtheaccompanyingseriousenviro
nmentalimpacts,includingthedestructionoflocalfloraandimpactsonhumanhealth.</p><p>Ofparticular
concernistheextensiveresearchbeingcarriedouttodeveloptreeswithreducedormodifiedligninforthepr
oductionofcellulosicbiofuels.Ligninisanimportantstructuralpolymer(ithelpstreesstand)thatissignifican
tinthedefenseagainstinsectsanddiseaseaswellasinwaterconductivitythroughtheplant.Low-
lignintreeswouldbemoresusceptibletodiseaseandpestsandwouldbevulnerableinwindstorms.Thespr
eadoflow-
lignintreesandtheirgenesviaseedandpollentoforestscouldbedevastating.</p><p>Alreadynativefores
tsincountriesaroundtheworldarebeingdestroyedtoclearlandforlargeindustrialpulp,timberandbiofuel(o
ilpalm)plantations.Bothclearingsandmonocultureplantationsareseverelyaffectingforestbiodiversity,
worseningglobalwarming,andthreateningthelives,livelihoods,andculturesofforestandIndigenouspeo
plesandcommunities.ThecommercializationofGEtreeswillnotonlyexpandandentrenchtreemonocultu
res,itwilladdextremelydangerousandunpredictableenvironmentalrisksaswellasnewsocial,culturalan
deconomicimpacts.</p><p>WenotethatthelastUnitedNationsConferenceonBiologicalDiversityCOP
8meetingadopteddecisionVIII/19(Forestbiologicaldiversity),which?recommendsPartiestotakeaprec
autionaryapproachwhenaddressingtheissueofgeneticallymodifiedtrees.?ThisdecisionisfoundedonC
OP8?srecognitionof?theuncertaintiesrelatedtothepotentialenvironmentalandsocio-
economicimpacts,includinglong-
termandtransboundaryimpacts,ofgeneticallymodifiedtreesonglobalforestbiologicaldiversity,aswella
sonthelivelihoodsofindigenousandlocalcommunities,andgiventheabsenceofreliabledataandofcapac
ityinsomecountriestoundertakeriskassessmentsandtoevaluatethosepotentialimpacts.?</p><p>Fort
hehealthandfutureofCanada?sforestecosystemsandthosearoundtheworld:</p><ol><li>We,theunde
rsigned,askforanendtoexistingfieldtrialsinCanadaandanendtoapprovalsforfieldtrialsofgenet
icallyengineeredtreesinCanada.</li><li>Weaskforanendtotheuseofpublicfundsforfield-
testingandanendtofield-
testingatgovernmentresearchstations.</li><li>WecallupontheCanadianGovernment,attheC
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OP9meetingoftheUnitedNationsConventiononBiologicalDiversityMay19-
302008,tosupportothergovernmentsinestablishingamoratoriumonthefieldtesting,plantingan
dcommercialuseofgeneticallyengineeredtreesbecauseoftheseriousriskstheyposetobiologic
aldiversityandtoforestecosystemsinCanadaandacrosstheworld.</li></ol>
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