
New Report Reveals Biofuel Fiasco in
Burma
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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>May1,2008</p><p>AdraconiancampaignbyBurma?smilitarytogro
weightmillionacresoftheJatrophacurcastreeforbiofuelproductionisresultinginforcedlaborandlandconf
iscationthroughoutthecountry,whileevidenceofcropfailureandmismanagementexposetheprogramas
afiasco.Burma?smilitaryruler,SeniorGeneralThanShwe,hascommandedthatanareathesizeofBelgiu
mbeplantedwithinthreeyears.EachstateanddivisionofBurmamustgrow500,000acres.RangoonDivisi
onmustsacrifice20%ofitstotallandareatothetoxicjatrophatree.</p><p>BiofuelbyDecree,areportbyse
vencommunitydevelopmentorganizationsworkinginBurma,detailshowfarmers,civilservants,teachers
,schoolchildren,nurses,andprisonershavebeenforcedtopurchaseseeds,fulfillplantingquotas,andesta
blishbiofuelplantationsinservicetothe?nationalcause.?Theymustplantthetreesalongroadsides,inhou
sing,schoolandhospitalcompounds,incemeteriesandreligiousgrounds,andonlandsformerlyproducin
grice.</p><p>Peoplehavebeenfined,beaten,andarrestedfornotparticipatinginthecampaign.Threatst
ofoodsecurityareemergingaslandsaretakenoverbythebiofuelplant.FromSouthernShanstatealone,atl
easteighthundredrefugeeshavefledtoThailandasaresultoftheprogram.</p><p>Burma?sfarmersares
cathingabouttheprogram.?Itwillnotbesuccessful,?saidonefarmerinterviewedforthereport.?Yousee,t
hesoldierscarryguns.Theydon?tknowanythingaboutagriculture.?</p><p>Twoyearsintoimplementati
on,cropfailuresashighas75%hasbeenreportedduetohaphazardgrowingtechniquesandrandomseeds
tock.Tractorsfilledupwithjatrophabiodieselduringceremonialshowshavebrokendown.Acompleteigno
ranceofharvestyields,priceormarkethasleftfarmersandbusinessmencynicalofseeinganybenefitfromt
heprogram.</p><p>?AgricultureisthebackboneofBurma?seconomyandsociety,andshouldnotbeleftt
othewhimsofgenerals,?saysSaiKhurHseng,oneoftheauthorsofthereport.?Ifthemilitaryremaininpowe
r,Burmesepeoplewillcontinuetosufferfromsenselessagriculturalpolicieslikethis.?<br/>Burma'smilitar
ywillholdareferendumtoendorsetheirnewconstitutionentrenchingmilitaryruleonMay10,2008.</p><p>
Contact:SaiKhurHseng<br/>Phone:(insideThailand)0842243748(international)+6684224374<br/>
Email:unitedecdf@gmail.com</p><p>ThefullreportBiofuelbyDecree:UnmaskingBurma?sbio-
energyfiasco,bythe<br/>EthnicCommunityDevelopmentForum,canbeviewedat<br/>http://www.terr
aper.org/key_issues_view.php?id=17or<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Agrofuels/Biofuels-By-Decree-
Burma-Report"target="_self">clickhere</a></p>
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