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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>AlbertoGomez,ofMexico,DirectorofinternationalRelationsforthena
tionalUnionofRegionalPeasantOrganizations(UNORCA)inMexico.HeisalsoaNorthAmericanregionr
epresentativetothelnternational CommitteeofLaViaCampesina,theinternationalmovementofpeasant
s,small-andmedium-
sizedproducers,landless,ruralwomen,indigenouspeople,ruralyouthandagriculturalworkers.Hehasbe
enactiveinthemovementagainstNAFTAanditsimpactonagricultureinMexico.</p><p>DevlinKuyekisth
eCanadianrepresentativeofGRAIN,aninternationalnon-
governmentalorganizationwhichpromotesthesustainablemanagementanduseofagriculturalbiodivers
itybasedonpeople'scontrolovergeneticresourcesandlocalknowledge.Heisalsoamemberoftheresearc
hergroup,"Technosciencedevivantetsocieté"atUQAM,hasworkedwiththePesticideActio
nNetworkinthePhilippines,andwascoordinatoroftheCanadianAffinityGrouponintellectualPropertyRig
hts.Devlinistheauthorof?TheRealBoardofDirectors: TheConstructionofBiotechnologyPolicyinCanad
a,1980-
2002?andthemostrecently,?GoodCrop/BadCrop:SeedPoliticsandtheFutureofFoodinCanada?,whic
hexaminestheeconomicandenvironmentalbackgroundofthemodernseedtradefromaCanadianpersp
ective.</p><p>SharonLabchuk,ofMillvale,PrinceEdwardIsland,workswithEarthAction,aPEI-
basedenvironmentalactivistorganization.EarthActionisamemberofthePEICoalitionforaGMO-
FreeProvince.Forthepast13yearsSharonhasworkedprimarilyonagricultureandenvironmentissues,in
cludingresistingtheintroductionofMonsanto'sGMOpotatoinPrinceEdwardlsland,alocal,nationalandin
ternationalcollaborativeeffortwhichforcedMonsantotowithdrawthepotatoesfromthemarket.Nowgover
nmenthasturneditsattentiontobiofuelsandplanstofurtherindustrializethecountrysidewithagrofuelcrop
s.Overthepastyear,SharonhasworkedwiththePEICoalitionforGMO-
FreeProvincetoopposeplanstogrowGMOsugarbeetsandallowAtlanticBioenergyCorptobuildanethan
olplantinPEI.Theproponentshavegivenupandaretryingtofindanotherprovincetoaccepttheirethanolpla
ntscheme.</p><p>HelenaPaulhascampaignedfortheprotectionofindigenouspeoples'rightsandtropic
alforestsinColombia,EcuadorandBrazil,aswellasonagriculturalbiodiversity,oilexploitationinthetropics
,patentsonlifeandgeneticengineering.Sheisco-
directorofEcoNexuswheresheisleadresearcheroncorporationsandtheirnegativeimpactsontheenviro
nmentandhumandevelopment.HelenaPaulhasworkedformorethanadecadeonGMcrops,includingG
MsoyainArgentinaandalsoontheimpactsofindustrialfarmingandtheproductionofcommoditiesforexpor
tonagro-

ecosystems,smallfarmersandrurallife. SheworkedwiththeGaiaFoundationfrom1988to2000andco-
foundedtheForestNetwork,GMFreezeUKandtheGeneticEngineeringNetwork,UK.Sheisco-
authorofHungryCorporations: Transnationalbiotechcompaniescolonisethefoodchain,publishedbyZe
dBooks,2003.1n2006,shebegantoworkonagrofuels,aspartofasmallgroupoforganisationsthatlaunche
dthefirstcallforamoratoriumontargetsandincentivesintheEuropeanUnionbecauseofthegravethreatpo
sedtosmallfarmers,localfoodproduction,biodiversityandclimate.Shecoordinatedthepublicationofarep
ortfromthesamegroup:Agrofuels:Arealitycheckinninekeyareas,July2007.</p><p>Wilhelmina?Ditdit
?Pelegrina,fromthePhilippines,istrainedasanagronomistandworkstopromoteagriculturalbio
diversityconservationincommunitiesacrossSoutheastAsia.InhertenyearswiththeSoutheastAsiaRegi
onallnitiativeforCommunityEmpowerment(SEARICE),Ditdithashelpedcoordinateprojectsandlobbyin
ternationallyandregionallytostrengthenfarmers?rightstomanagetheirownplantgeneticresources.She
hasworkedwithcivilsocietyorganizations,extensionagenciesandfarmersgroupsinBhutan,LaoPDF,In
donesiaandVietnamtopromotesustainableagriculturalpractices,aswellasprocessessuchasfarmers?f
ieldschool,participatoryruralappraisals,andparticipatoryplantbreeding.Ditdithasspokenateventsarou
ndtheworldaboutthegrassrootsexperiencesoffarmerswithplantgeneticresourcesandthelinksbetween
seedsandlivelihoods.Shehaspublishednumerouspapersinscholarlyandcivilsocietyjournals,andconti
nuestotraveltheworld,promotingtherightsoffarmersandtheimportanceoffarm-
levelgeneticdiversity.DitdithasalsoworkedwiththelnternationallnstituteofRuralReconstructionintheP
hilippines,Greenpeace-
Pacific,ActionforWorldDevelopment,theAustralianManufacturingWorkers?Union,MigranteAustralia,
ActionforWorldDevelopment,andtheUniversityofthePhilippines,inpositionsrangingfromscientificrese
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archassociate,toappropriatetechnologyagriculturist,activist,andprogramofficer.</p><p>PatMooney
hasworkedformorethanthirtyyearswithcivilsocietyorganisations(CSOs)oninternationaltradeanddeve
lopmentissuesrelatedtoagricultureandbiodiversity.MooneyhaslivedmostofhislifeontheCanadianprair
iesandnowworksinOttawaastheExecutiveDirectorofETCGroup,asmallinternationalcivilsocietyorgani
zationdedicatedtoexaminingtheimpactofnewtechnologiesonruralcommunities.PatMooneybeganwor
kingonthe"seeds"issuein1977.1n1984,thethreeco-
foundedRAFI(RuralAdvancementFoundationinternational),whosenamewaschangedtoETCgroup(pr
onounced"etcetera"group)in2001.Theauthororco-
authorofseveralbooksonthepoliticsofbiotechnologyandbiodiversity, PatMooneyreceivedTheRightLiv
elihoodAward(the"AlternativeNobelPrize")intheSwedishParliamentin1985.In1998Moon
eyreceivedthePearsonPeacePrizefromCanadalsGovernorGeneral.PatMooneyhasnouniversitytrain
ing,butiswidelyregardedasanauthorityonagriculturalbiodiversityandnewtechnologyissues.</p><p>M
arilynMachadoMosqueraisanAfro-
ColombianfromthePacificcoastalregionofColombia.Shehasbeenworking,forthepast16years,asparto
fanorganizationcalledProcessoftheBlackCommunities(ProcesodeComunidadesNegras)thatactsasa
voiceforAfro-

Colombiancommunitiesindefenceoftheirtraditionalterritory. Shehasworkedasacommunityorganizer,
aninvestigatorandasaspokespersonatanationalandinternationallevelonissuesfacingtheAfro-
Colombianpopulation.Currently,oneofthemajorthreatsfacingthesecommunitiesistheforceddisplace
mentfromtheirlandbytheactionsofillegalandlegalarmedactorstomakewayforlarge-
scaleplantationofAfricanpalmfortheproductionofpalmoil.Ms.Machadoisagraduateinsociologyfromth
eUniversityofValle.</p><p>PeterRossetisbasedinOaxaca,Mexico,whereheisaresearcherattheCentr
odeEstudiosparaelCambioenelCampoMexicano(CenterofStudiesforRuralChangeinMexico),andco-
coordinatoroftheLandResearchActionNetwork.HeisalsoGlobalAlternativesAssociateoftheCenterfort
heStudyoftheAmericasandanaffiliatedscholaroftheUniversityofCalifornia,bothinBerkeley,California,
USA Heistheformerco-
directorofFoodFirst/ThelnstituteforFoodandDevelopmentPolicyinOakland,California.Hepreviouslys
ervedasexecutivedirectoroftheStanfordUniversityRegionalCenterinChiapas,Mexico.Duringthe1980
shespenteightyearsinCentralAmerica,whereheledseveralsustainableagricultureprojects.Peterhasta
ughtatStanfordUniversity,theUniversityofCaliforniaatBerkeley,theUniversityof TexasatAustin,theNati
onalAgrarianUniversityofNicaragua,theHavanaAgriculturalUniversity(ISCAH)andtheUniversityofLa
sVillas,bothinCuba,andtheTropicalCenterforAgriculturalResearch&Education(CATIE)inCosta
Rica.Heisafoodrightsactivist,agroecologistandruraldevelopmentspecialistwithaPh.D.fromtheUniver
sityofMichigan.HispublishedbooksincludeTheCaseforaGM-
FreeSustainableWorld(2003);SustainableAgricultureandResistance: TransformingFoodProductioni
nCuba(FoodFirstBooks,2002);AmericaNeedsHumanRights(FoodFirstBooks,1999);WorldHunger:1
2Myths,SecondEdition(GrovePress,1998); TheNicaraguaReader(GrovePress,1983);Nicaragua:Unf
inishedRevolution(GrovePress,1986); TheGreeningoftheRevolution: Cuba'sExperimentwithOrganic
Agriculture(OceanPress,1994);Agroecology(McGraw-
Hill,1990);andACautionaryTale:FailedUSDevelopmentPolicyinCentralAmerica(LynneRienner,1996
).</p><p>JavieraRulli,fromArgentina,istrainedasabiologistandworksdirectlywithsmall-
farmercommunitiesinParaguayinthecoordinationofcampaignsandresistancetoagribusinessandmoni
toringofhumanrightsabusesconnectedtotheexpansionofsoymonoculture.Javierahasbeendeeplyinvo
IvedinSouthAmericansocialmovementsdealingwithpeasantrightsatthegrassrootsandinternationalpol
icylevel.MsRullicurrentlyworksasacampaignerandresearcherwithBaselnvestigacionesSociales,aPa
raguay-
basedorganizationthatworksforsocialdevelopmentthroughcriticalsociologicalreserach.Previouslysh
eworkedandlivedinArgentinawiththeGRR,GrupodeReflexionRural,amaingroupintheresistancetothe
soyamodelinthatcountry.Javierawasaleadorganizerofthe2007ChakeNuha:NationalSeminaronAgrof
uelsandEnvironmentalServicesinParaguay.JavieraRulliisaco-
authorofthe2006report'ParaguaySojero’(SoyProducerParaguay)whichexposesthewidespreadhuma
nrightsviolations,includingbiodiversitydestruction,relatedtosoyexpansioninParaguay.Sheisalsoco-
authorof?RefugeesoftheAgro-
exportmodelofsoya?reportfromextensivefieldresearchin2006withParaguayancampesinocommuniti
essurroundedbysoymonocultures.LastyearshealsocoordinatedandwascoauthortothecompilationUn
itedRepublicsofSoyacompilationofessaysandinvestigationscarriedoutbyanetworkofLatinAmericana
ctivistsandresearchers.In2006shewasamainorganizeroftheinternationalForumofResistancetoAgrib
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usinessheldinBuenosAires.</p><p>DarrinQualmanisDirectorofResearchfortheNationalFarmersUni
on(NFU)inCanadaandlivesnearDundurn,Saskatchewan.Heandhisfamilyfarmedactivelyuntil1994.Th
eygrewseveralgrains,oilseeds,andspices.Hethenbecameinvolvedwithworkonenergyandenvironme
ntalissuesintheearly1990s,andbecametheExecutiveSecretaryoftheNationalFarmersUnioninJuneof
1996.Darrinistheauthorof"TheFarmCrisisandCorporatePower";?TheFarmCrisis,BiggerF
arms,andtheMythsof?Competition?and?Efficiency??;and,withNettieWiebe,?TheStructuralAdjustm
entofCanadianAgriculture?.HehasmadepresentationsonagriculturalandtradeissuesacrossCanadaa
ndinEurope.TheNFUworkstoensurethatthefamilyfarmremainstheprincipleunitoffoodproductioninCa
nada.</p><p>SoledadVoglianoofArgentinaworksfortheCentrodePoliticasPublicasparaelSocialis
mo(CEPASS:CenterofPublicPoliciesforSocialism).Soledad?sparticularareasofexpertiseincludeland
rights,biodiversity,andcorporatecontrolofthefoodsystem.Shehasspokenoutabouttheimpactsofbiofue
IsinArgentina,andrepresentedArgentineancivilsocietyorganizationsattheUnitedNationsConventiono
nBiologicalDiversityonbehalfoftheNetworkforaLatinAmericaFreeofGeneticallyModifiedFoods.</p>
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