
Canada Tries to Eliminate Moratorium
Request on Genetically Engineered Trees

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>UnitedNationsmeetingfightsoverthefutureofGEtrees</p><p>4:00
ESTMay22Thursday</p><p>BonnGermany-
Today,CanadahasintervenedtodirectlyeliminateanAfricanrequestforaUnitedNationsmoratoriumong
eneticallyengineered(GE)trees.</p><p>TheproposalbyAfricatoestablishamoratoriumonreleasesof
GEtreeswassavedbySwitzerlandwhointervenedtosupporttheAfricancountries,representedherebyar
epresentativefromtheGovernmentofLiberia.</p><p>"CanadahasboldlyignoredtheAfricanmora
toriumproposalandignoredourconcernshereinCanada,"saysLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCa
nadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,whoisinBonnGermanyfortheUNmeetings.OnTuesday,47group
sinCanadareleasedtheirlettertotheMinisteroftheEnvironmentdemandingthatCanadasupportamorato
riumatthemajormeeting(COP9)oftheUNConventiononBiologicalDiversitywhichismeetinguntilMay31.
</p><p>Themoratoriumremainsonthetable-
fornow.Buttheproposalto"suspendanyreleasesofgeneticallyengineeredtrees"nowmoves
tothenextroundofnegotiationsandneedstobesupportedbymorecountriesifitistosucceed.</p><p>&qu
ot;CanadaputforwardanentirelydifferentproposalthattotallyignoredtheAfricanrequestforamoratorium
,"saidLucySharrattwhowasintheroomatthetime,"Liberiastronglyreiteratedtheirpositionfor
amoratoriumonGEtreesbutCanadaspokedirectlyafterthistomakeaproposalthateliminatedthemorator
iumandignoredAfrica'sdemand."</p><p>"PollenandseedsfromGEtreeswillcrossnational
boundariesandcontaminateglobalforests,"saidSharratt,"Africancountriesrecognizethese
riousrisksofGEtreesandarestandingstrongtoprotectforestsfromirreversiblecontamination."</p
><p>"Canadamustactresponsiblyorwewillallseethedireconsequencesanditwillbetoolate,&quot
;saidSharratt.</p><p>Updatesarepostedonadailyblogatwww.cban.ca/trees</p><p>Formoreinform
ation:LucySharratt,Coordinator,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetworkcellinGermany:0114915112
272774coordinator@cban.cawww.cban,ca/trees</p>
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