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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>ThefollowingpresentationwasmadeattheNinthConferenceofthePa
rtiesoftheUNConventiononBiologicalDiversityinBonn,Germany.ThePartiesatthisconventionareconsi
deringthesuspensionofanyplantingsofgeneticallyengineeredtrees. Thisinterventionwasmadeinsupp
ortofthiseffortbyAnnePetermann,Co-DirectorofGlobalJusticeEcologyProjectandCo-
CoordinatoroftheSTOPGETreesCampaign.</p><p>Thankyoumadamchair</p><p>Ispeakonbehalf
ofGlobalForestCoalition,GlobalJusticeEcologyProjectandtheSTOPGETreesCampaign,whichinclud
esl37organizationsin34countriesallovertheworld-
includingpublicinterestscientists,foresters,geneticistsandmanyintheverycommunitiesthreatenedbyt
hereleaseofgeneticallyengineeredtrees.</p><p>Wewouldliketospeaktoparagraphl.(r). Wewanttostr
onglysupportthepositionoftheAfricanGroupwithregardtoparagraph(r)insupportofthesuspensionofan
yreleaseofGEtrees.Thisistheonlydecisionthatmakessenseduetotheunassessed,irreversibleandpote
ntiallydisastrousimpactsofGEtreesonforestbiologicaldiversity,forestdependentandindigenouspeople
sandwomen,soils,waterandtheclimate.SinceMOPhasreferredthisissuetoanAHTEGandtherisksarec
urrentlyunknownbutpotentiallycatastrophic,thisbodyisclearlymandatedtoadoptthefirstparagraphand
suspendfutureplantingsofGEtrees,whichhasalsobeentheunifiedpositionofNGOsandIPOspresenther
e.</p><p>Theenhanceddestructionofforeststhatwouldresultfromthecommercializationof GEtreeswiill
takeaveryhightoll,notonlyonwildlifeandbiodiversity,butonforest-
dependentandindigenouscommunitiesandwomen.</p><p>Whilewearespeakinginsupportofthefirstp
aragraphlr,wesupportthefollowingamendment:thebeginningoftheparagraphshouldbechangedtoref
ertotheCartegenaProtocolonBiosafety,"whichspecificallydealswithissuesofgeneticengineering
.ThisisalsoextremelyimportantsincethePrecautionaryapproachunderprinciple1l5oftheRioDeclaration
isSignificantlyweakerthanprecautionassetoutundertheCartegenaProtocol. Asanyreferencetoprecaut
ionunderRiowouldseriouslyunderminetheprecautionaryapproach,itiscriticalthatthisreferencetoRiobe
removedfromallpartsofthetext.</p><p>IfCOP-9fallsshortofsuspendingthereleaseofGEtrees,byCOP-
10itmaybetoolate.Bythen,therecouldwellbelarge-
scalereleasesofGEtrees,whichwouldlikelybealreadycausingmanyoftheseriousandirreversibleimpact
sofwhichwehavepreviouslyspoken.Partiesthatsupporttherightsofindigenouspeoplesandlocalcommu
nities,andcommittobiodiversityprotection,cannotsimultaneouslyallowthereleaseof GEtrees.</p><p>
Thankyou.</p>
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