Canada Opposes a Global Moratorium on
GE Trees and Contributesto Delay in
Action at UN

Author: Lucy Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Bonn,May302008-
TodayinBonnGermany,theCanadianGovernment?soppositiontoabidbyAfricancountriestoestablisha
globalmoratoriumongeneticallyengineered(GE)treescontributedtoadevastatinglackofactionattheUni
tedNationsConventiononBiologicalDiversity.</p><p>CanadiangroupsrepresentedattheUNmeetingt
hatendstodayworkedcloselywithothergroupsandindigenouspeoples?organizationsfromaroundthew
orldtosupporttheAfricancontinent?sproposaltosuspendanyreleasesofGEtrees. Theprolongedfightov
erGEtreeswaspartofanextremelycontroversialmeetingthatalsodebatedtheimpactsofbiofuelproductio
nonbiodiversity.</p><p>?CanadawaslargelyasilentaccomplicebecauseBrazilandColombiatookthel
eadtostopthemoratorium,?saidLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwor
k,presentatthemeetings,?CanadaalsofeltthepressureofCanadianswhowroteandcalledtheMinisteroft
heEnvironment.?</p><p>?AmoratoriumattheUNIlevelwouldhavebeenthemosteffectivewaytoprotect
globalforestsfromtransboundarycontaminationfromgeneticallyengineeredtrees, ?saidSharratt,?Gov
ernmentshavearesponsibilityunderthisinternationalenvironmentalagreementtomakesurethattheiract
ionsdonotcausedamagetotheenvironmentofotherstates.?</p><p>However,whilegovernmentsdidno
ttakecollectiveinternationalactiontostopGEtreereleasesatthismeeting,theyhaverecognizedthatnatio
nalmoratoriaarereasonableactionstodealwiththerisksofGEtrees.</p><p>47Canadiangroupssigneda
lettertotheMinisteroftheEnvironment,JohnBaird,askingCanadatosupportaglobalmoratorium.Althoug
hboththeMinisterandthePrimeMinisterbrieflyattendedthemeeting,theydidnotspeakaboutGEtrees.Th
eConventiononBiologicalDiversityhasalreadyrecognizedthespecificandseriousrisksofGEtrees.</p>
<p>DespitetheoutcomeattheUNmeeting,concernaboutGEtreesisgrowingamongstgovernments,org
anizationsandpeople?smovementsaroundtheworld. TheWomenofLaViaCampesina,theinternational
smallfarmermovement,announcedthattheywilltakeupthecampaigntostopGEtrees,andallgroupspres
entattheUNmeetingre-
pledgedtheircommitmenttostopthereleaseofgeneticallyengineeredtrees.</p><p>Formoreinformatio
n:LucySharratt,Coordinator,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,cellinGermany0114915112272
774,coordinator@cban.ca</p>
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