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2008</p><p>InJune,governmentsoftheworld,includingCanada,willbeinRomeforaUNFoodandAgricu
ltureOrganization(FAO)meetingtoaddressthecrisisintheglobalfoodsystem. Thiscrisisisaffectingmore
peoplethanallthenaturaldisastersofthepast20years.Foodpricesare?sky-
rocketing?accordingtoUNSecretary-
GeneralBanKiMoon,aspricesofstaplefoodshaveincreasedbymorethanhalfinthelastsixmonths. There
arestreetprotestsoverfoodpricesfromMalaysiatoHaititoSenegal.Morethanabillionpeopledon?tknoww
heretheirnextmealwillcomefromandwhethertheycanaffordit. Thisreflectstheworld?sfailuretorespect,p
rotectandfulfithehumanrighttoadequatefood.</p><p>Someofthereasonsfortherapidriseinpricesaren
owfamiliar.Thehighpriceofoilispushingupthecostofcropproductionbecauseofitsimpactonthecostoffer
tilizerandtransport.Severalgrain-
exportingcountrieshavebeenhitbysevereweatherandyieldsaredown.Theworld?sgrowingappetitefor
meatanddairyisincreasingthedemandforfeedgrain. Theexplodingbiofuelindustryisgobblinguphugea
mountsofgrainandoilseeds.Massiveareasofagriculturallandindevelopingcountriesarebeingconverte
dtobiofuelcropsforexporttoNortherncountries.</p><p>Twoadditionalandsignificantfactorshavenotbe
enwidelydiscussed?theimpactofglobaltradepoliciesonagricultureindevelopingcountries,andtheroleo
fspeculationintheglobalfoodmarket.ltiscrucialthatthesebeexaminedbeforeadoptingpolicysolutionsatt
heFAOQinRome.</p><p>Foodproductioninmanydevelopingcountriesisstagnating.Thisisaseriousdev
elopmentfailureasthreequartersofthepopulation(themajoritywomen)maketheirlivinginagriculture.De
velopednations,duringthepastfewdecades,pusheddevelopingcountriestoliberalizetradeinagriculture
,dismantlestate-
runinstitutionslikemarketingboardsandspecializeinexportablecashcropsattheexpenseofstaplefoods.
Developingcountriesweretoldtheywouldalwaysbeabletobuytheirfoodfromothercountriesthatcouldpr
oduceitmorecheaply. TheWorldBankandinternationalMonetaryFundurgeddevelopingcountriestocut
governmentsubsidiesandtechnicalassistancetosmallfarmers,andtoreducetheirfoodimportduties.Nor
therncountriescontinuedtosubsidizetheiragriculturalsectorsandthesurgeofcheapsubsidizedimportso
verwhelmeddevelopingcountryfarmers.Developingcountriesweretransformedfromnetfoodexportersi
nthe1970stolarge-
scalefoodimporterstoday.</p><p>Foodhasbecomemorethanasourceoflivelihoodandsecurityfortheb
illionsofsmallfarmers?itisnowahotcommodityforinvestorsininternationalmarkets. ThesinkingUSdollar
hasdrivenbillionsinspeculativemoneyintoglobalfoodmarkets.Thepriceoffoodhasjumpeddramatically
andit?sthehungrypoorwhoenduppaying.Asthepoorspendmoreonfood,thequantityandqualityoftheirfo
oddecreasesandfrequentlychildrenarepulledfromschoolasparentsareforcedtochoosebetweenspend
ingonfoodoreducation.</p><p>Clearlytheremustbeanimmediateresponsetoensurethatthepoordon?
tfalldeeperintopovertyandhunger.TheincreaseinCanada?scontributiontotheWorldFoodProgramwillh
elpintheshort-
term,butworkmuststartonlongertermsolutions.</p><p>Globally,thedemandforgrainusedforfuelmust
bedampened.InCanada,BillC-
33,nowbeforeParliament,wouldexpandthejurisdictionofthefederalgovernmentenablingittosetbiofuel
contentingasoline.Thisisastepinthewrongdirection.Whatisneededisamoratoriumonbiofueldevelopm
ent.</p><p>TheWorldBankrealized(belatedly)thatsupportingagricultureisoneofthebestwaystohelpth
epoor.Lessthan4%ofallforeignaidgoestoagricultureandanevensmallerpercentagetosupportingsmall
-scalefarmers.ItistimeforCIDAtomakefundingforsmall-
scalefarmersproducingfordomesticconsumptionapriority.</p><p>Canada?scurrentapproachofaggr
essivetradeliberalizationisharmingrurallivelihoodsinpoorcountries. Traderulesmustallowgovernment
stosupportlocalfoodproductionandprotectsmallholderagriculture.Canadashouldbecallingfornewtrad
erulestostabilizecommoditypricesgloballyandlimittheconcentrationofcorporatepowerintheglobalfood
system.Small-scalefarmersintheSoutharenotaskingforhighpricehigh-
techseedsorchemicalfertilizers. Theyareaskingforfairtermsoftrade,basicinfrastructure,andaccesstoc
reditandmarketingmechanisms.</p><p>InRome,Canadahasanopportunitytoinfluenceinternationalp
oliciesthataffectthefoodsecurityofdevelopingnations. TheFAOandotherinternationalagriculturalorgan
izationsareundergoingmajorreviewsthisyear.Canadashouldbecallingforreformsthatrespondtothene
edsidentifiedbyfarmersandagriculturalworkersthemselves.</p><p>Accesstofoodisabasichumanrigh
tandsimplytooimportanttoallowafewcompaniestocontrolitsavailabilityandprice. Weneedtoensurethat
ourforeignaidpoliciessupportagricultureandthatourinternationaltraderulesdonotunderminetheliveliho
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odofsmall-
scalefarmersindevelopingcountries.Withoutaddressingthesefactors,thefoodcrisiswilldeepenandlive
swillcontinuetobelost.</p><p>StuartClark<br/>FoodSecurityPolicyGroup</p><p>CathleenKneen<
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