
Small farmers feed the world: Industrial
agrofuels fuel hunger and poverty

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>ViaCampesinaPositionPaper</p><p>PresentedtothemediaonJun
e24th,2008inJakartaduringtheInternationalConferenceonPeasantRights.?Righttogrow,righttofeed,ri
ghttoeat?</p><p>Thecurrentmassivewaveofinvestmentinenergyproductionbasedoncultivatingandi
ndustrialprocessingofvegetalmaterialslikecorn,soy,palmoil,sugarcane,canola,etc,willneithersolveth
eclimatecrisisnortheenergycrisis.Itwillalsobringdisastroussocialandenvironmentalconsequences.Itc
reatesanewandveryseriousthreattofoodproductionbysmallfarmersandtotheattainmentoffoodsoverei
gntyfortheworldpopulation.</p><p>Overthelasttwentyyearstheneoliberalpoliciesadoptedgloballyha
vefailedtoanswerpeople?sbasicneeds.TheFAOpromisesatthe1996WorldFoodSummitandtheUNMill
eniumDevelopmentGoalstoliftpeopleoutofpovertyhavenotbeenkept.Manymorepeoplearesufferingfo
rmhunger.</p><p>Itisclaimedthatagrofuelswillhelpfightclimatechange.Inreality,theoppositeistrue.Th
enewextensivemonocultureplantationsfortheproductionofagrofuelsareincreasinggreenhousegasest
hroughdeforestation,drainageofwetlands,anddismantlingcommunallands.Ifwetakeintoaccountthew
holecycleofproduction,transformation,distributionofagrofuels,theydonotproducelessgreenhousegas
esthanfossilfuels,exceptinsomecases.Moreover,agrofuelswillneverbeabletoreplacefossilfuels.Acco
rdingtothelatestestimates,theywillonlycoverthefutureriseinconsumptionfromnowuntil2020.Thereissi
mplynotenoughlandintheworldtogenerateallthefuelnecessaryforanindustrialsocietywhoseneedsfortr
ansportofpeopleandgoodsarecontinuallyincreasing.Thepromiseofagrofuelscreatestheillusionthatwe
cancontinuetoconsumeenergyatanevergrowingrate.Theonlyanswertothethreatofclimatechangeistor
educeenergyuseworldwide,andtoredirectinternationaltradetowardslocalmarkets.</p><p>Meanwhil
e,thesocialandecologicalimpactsofagrofueldevelopmentwillbedevastating.Monocultureandindustria
lagriculture,whetherforagrofueloranyotherproduction,aredestroyingland,forests,waterandbiodiversit
y.Theydrivefamilyfarmers,menandwomen,offtheirland.Itisestimatedthatfivemillionfarmershavebeen
expelledfromtheirlandtocreatespaceformonoculturesinIndonesia;fivemillioninBrazil,fourmillioninCol
ombia...Industrialagriculturegeneratesmuchlessemploymentthansustainablefamilyfarming;thisisan
agriculturewithoutfarmers.</p><p>Thecurrentexpansionofagrofuelproductioncontributestothemassi
veconcentrationofcapitalbylandowners,largecompaniesandTNCs,provokingarealcounterlandreform
throughouttheworld.Moreoveritcontributestoincreasedspeculationonfoodproductsandlandprices.</p
><p>Agrofuelproductionhasalreadystartedtoreplacefoodproduction.Itsongoingextensionwilldriveev
enmoresmallscalefarmersandindigenouspeoplesofftheirlands.Insteadofdedicatinglandandwatertofo
odproduction,theseresourcesarebeingdivertedtoproduceenergyintheformofdieselandethanol.Today
peasantsandsmallfarmers,indigenouspeople,womenandmen,producethehugemajorityofthefoodcon
sumedworldwide.Ifnotpreventednow,agrofuelswilloccupyourlandsandfoodwillbecomeevenmoresca
rceandexpensive.</p><p>Whowouldeatagrofuels?</p><p>Anewallianceofsomegovernmentswitha
utomotiveandchemicalcompanies,oilandagro-
industryispromotingagrofuelswiththesoleobjectiveofmakingmoney.Thefearofclimatechangeandener
gycrisisisusedtodevelopagrofuelproductioninamannerthatmaintainsandstrengthensanagro-
industrialmodel.Knowingthatthismodelis,initself,amajorcauseofclimatechangeandanintensiveenerg
yconsumer,isnoobstacle.</p><p>TechnologyandmarketcontroloftheTNCsstrengthenandincreaseth
eirholdovertheagrariansector.Thefamilyfarmerswhosefoodproductionhasbeenbasedontraditionalse
eds,aredisplaced,theircoexistencewithbiodiversity,theirwayofproducingenergybyhumanandanimalf
orcearedisrupted.Theirwayoflifeusesmuchlessenergyperunitoffoodproduced,andspecially,fewerfos
silfuels.</p><p>Agribusinesscompaniesareawarethatagrofuelsproducedonalargescalearenotecono
micallyviable.Theracetowardsagrofuelsismadepossiblebythehugedirectandindirectsubsidiesfromsu
pportinggovernmentsandbyspeculationonthefinancialmarkets,whichisalsocausingfoodpricestorise.
</p><p>Thefigurescitedarealarming.Millionsofhectaresandbillionsofdollarsarementioned:thegovern
mentofIndiaiscontemplatingplanting14millionhectareswith"jatrofa",theInter-
AmericanBankofDevelopmentsaysthatBrazilhas120millionhectaresreadyforagrofuelproductionand
abusinesslobbysuggeststhatthereare397millionhectaresavailablein15Africancountries.Thismeansa
levelofexpropriationswithoutprecedent.</p><p>WhileTNCsandinvestmentfundsincreasetheirprofits,
alargepartoftheworldpopulationdoesnothaveenoughmoneytobuyfood.Agrofuelsareestimatedtobere
sponsiblefor30%ofthecurrentfoodpricecrisis.</p><p>WhentheTNCsareunabletofindfarmlandforagr
ofuelproduction,deforestationisforcedonareasthatarenecessaryforthepreservationoflifeonearth.</p>
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<p>Thousandsoffarmershavenoalternativebuttoaccepttogrowagrofuelsastheyneedanincometosup
portthemselvestillthenextseason.Nationalandinternationalagriculturalpoliciesimposedbyinternation
alfinancialinstitutionsandTNCshaveexacerbatedthedependenceofdevelopingcountries,leadingtofoo
dcrisis,extremepoverty,andhungerthroughouttheworld.Therefore,thosesmallfarmersarenotguiltyofm
akingthewrongchoicetheyarethevictimsofthecurrentsystemimposedonthem.</p><p>Smallfarmersa
ndagriculturalworkers,workinginextremelyharshconditionswithdamagingeffectsontheirhealth,withve
rypoorincomehavenosayinthewaytheirproductionisused.Manyareworkingundercontractfarmingwithl
argeagribusinesscompaniesthatprocess,refineandselltheproduct.Thereforeitisthecompanieswhode
cidetochanneltheproducetothefuelratherthantothefoodmarket.Thehighfoodpricespaidbytheconsum
ersarenotreflectedinthesmallfarmers?income.</p><p>Inresponsetoenergycrisis:smallscaleproducti
onandlocalconsumption</p><p>Smallscalesustainablefarmingisessentialtofeedtheworld.Sustainab
lefamilyfarmingandfoodsovereigntyconsumeupto80timelessenergythanindustrialagriculture.</p><p
>Foodsovereigntyprimarilyinvolvestheuseoflocalresourcesforfoodproduction,minimizingimportsofra
wmaterialsaswellastransport.Likewise,thefoodproducedisconsumedlocallysothattheendproductdoe
snottravelfar.Itisnotlogicaltoeat,inEurope,asparguscomingallthewayfromtheAltiplanoorfreshgreenb
eanscomingfromKenya.</p><p>Throughoutthehistoryoffarming,villagershaveobtainedenergyfromt
heirfarmlandtomeettheirdailyneeds.Peasantfamiliesareusingcoconutorsunfloweroil,biogas,firewood
,windandwatertogenerateelectricityforlocaluse.Suchmethodsaresustainableandintegratedintothefo
odproductioncycleonthefarmland.</p><p>Itisimperativetodesignandadoptresponsibleattitudestofoo
dconsumptionandtoadjustourwayofeating,intheknowledgethattheindustrialmodelofproductionandco
nsumptionisdestructive,whilethepeasant-
basedmodelofproductionusesresponsibleenergypractices.</p><p>Therefore,ViaCampesinacontin
uesitsstruggleagainstthepoweroflargecorporationsandsupportingpoliticalsystems.Theenergycrisiss
houldnotbeseenasanisolatedproblembutaspartofthewholecrisisofthecurrentmodelofdevelopmentwh
ereprofithaspriorityoverpeople.</p><p>Instead,wesupportapeoplecentered,small-
scalediversifiedagriculturewithlocalmarketsandhealthylivelihoodsusinglessenergyandlessdepende
ntonexternalsources.Sustainablefamilyfarmersfulfillthefundamentalmissionofagriculture:tofeedpeo
ple.</p><p>ViaCampesinadenounces:</p><p>Theneoliberalmodel,internationalfinancialinstitution
sandtransnationalcapital,directlyresponsibleforthefoodandtheclimatecrisis.</p><p>*Theirresponsib
lepresentationofagrofuelsasananswertotheclimateandenergycrisis<br/>*Thescandalofproducingag
rofuelsinaworldravagedbyhunger.<br/>*Thepassiveattitudeofmanyinstitutionsfacedwiththeseriousri
skposedbytheadventofagrofuelswhichimpliesthatruralandurbanpopulationscanneitherproducenorc
onsumefood.<br/>*ThatthesesameinstitutionsareinfactplacingtheeconomicinterestsofTNCsaboveth
efoodandnutritionalneedsoftheverypeopletheyareentrustedtorepresentanddefend.<br/>*Theinsultof
continuingtopromoteagrofuelsinspiteofthenegativeenergybalanceintheirproduction,processing,andt
ransport.<br/>*Theneoliberalmodel,internationalfinancialinstitutionsandtransnationalcapital,directly
responsibleforthefoodandtheclimatecrisis.<br/>ViaCampesinademands:</p><p>Theendofcorporat
edriven,monoculture-
basedproductionofagrofuels.Asafirststep,afiveyearinternationalmoratoriumontheproduction,tradean
dconsumptionofindustrialagrofuelshastobeimmediatelydeclared.</p><p>Anin-
depthevaluationofsocialandenvironmentcostoftheagrofuelboomandofprofitsmadebyTNCsintheproc
essingandtradeoftherawmaterials.</p><p>Thepromotionanddevelopmentofsmallscaleproductiona
ndlocalconsumptionmodelsandtherejectionofconsumerism.</p><p>Explicitsupportfromgovernment
sandinstitutionstothesustainablepeasant-
basedmodeloffoodproductionanddistribution,withitsminimaluseofenergy,itscapacitytocreatejobs,tor
espectculturalandbiologicaldiversityanditspositiveeffectonglobalwarming(fertilesoilsarethebestwayt
ocaptureCO2).</p><p>Thereorientationofagriculturalpoliciestowardssustainableruralcommunitiesa
ndlivelihoodsbasedonfoodsovereigntyandgenuineagrarianreform.</p><p>Thepromotionanddevelo
pmentofresponsibleconsumptionmodels.</p><p>Let?sputoutthefireofagrofuelsandcarrytheflameoff
oodsovereignty!<br/>Formoreinformation:www.viacampesina.org</p>
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