Extend Senate Hearings on Biofuels Bill

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>PressReleaseWednesday25thJune2008</p><p>ExtendSenateH
earingsonBiofuelsBill,sayGroupsConcernedwithRoleofBiofuelsinGlobalFoodCrisis</p><p>Ottawa?
Today,farmleadersandinternationaldevelopmentgroupsraisedalarmbellsoverbiofuelsathearingsofth
eSenateCommitteeonEnergy,theEnvironmentandNaturalResourcesonBillC-
33.</p><p>ThegovernmentisexpectingtheSenatetoadoptBillC-33beforethesummer.BillC-
33wouldamendtheCanadianEnvironmentalProtectionAct,enablingthegovernmenttoestablishamand
atory5%biofuelsingasfortransportationviaregulation.Consequently,Senatorsareexpeditinghearingso
nthisbillandarereturningtotheSenatetomorrowtovoteonBillC-
33,despitereportsthatlinkbiofuelstothegrowingglobalfoodcrisis. TheHouseofCommonsdelayedadopti
onofBillC-
33inpartbecauseoftheinternationalcontroversy.AsaresultoftheseexpeditedSenatehearings,manygro
upshavenotyethadachancetoappearbeforetheSenate,includingGreenpeaceandotherenvironmental
groups.</p><p>?TheglobalfoodcrisisisdirectlylinkedtotheproductionofbiofuelsanditiscriticalthattheS
enateexaminethisconnectionmorefullybeforeanydecisiononBillC-
33istaken,?saidPatMooney,ExecutiveDirectorofETCGroup,oneofthewitnessesatthismorning?shear
ings.Mooney,whorecentlyreturnedfromthe UNHigh-
LevelConferenceonWorldFoodSecurity,said,?TheSenatenowhasaweightyresponsibilitywithtremen
dousglobalimplications,asgovernmentsaroundtheworldarebeingforcedtoreevaluatetheircommitmen
tstobiofueltargets.?</p><p>TheConservativeGovernmentispromotingbiofuelsandBillC-
33asapositivesteptosecuremarketsandhighgrainpricesforCanadianfarmerswhofaceaseriousincome
crisis,butColleenRoss,Women?sPresidentoftheNationalFarmersUniontoldSenatorstodaythat,?The
windowforfarmerstomakemoneyfrombiofuelsissmallandwillclosefast.Asusual,farmerswillbepayinghi
gherpricesforfarminputsandtherealcostofproductionwilleatintoourprofits. ?</p><p>?WhyshouldtheS
enaterushtoadoptBillC-
33topromotebiofuelswhiletherestoftheworldishavingsecondthoughtsaboutimposingspecifictargetsin
gasforcars??askedEricDarier,AgricultureCampaignerforGreenpeaceCanada.</p><p>?TheOxfaml
nternationalreportpublishedtoday, ?AnotherinconvenientTruth,?showswhyablanketmandateforbiofu
elscontentinCanadiangasolinewouldhelpdrivefoodpriceshigherworld-
wide,pushingmillionsofpeoplefurtherintopoverty,?saidMarkFried,PublicPolicyCoordinatorforOxfam
Canada.?Burningfoodinourcarswhilepeoplegohungryisnotgoodpublicpolicy.?</p><p>Additionally,a
highlycriticalreportfromtheUK tobereleasednextMonday,isexpectedtotriggerreevaluationoftheBritish
government?stargetsforbiofuels.</p>
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