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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>November2009:Canada'sMinisterofAgriculture,GerryRitz,incorrec
tlytoldChineseofficialsthatTerminatorseedsareusedinCanada!Thisisfalseandleadsustoquestionthe
Government'sunderstandingofTerminatorandcommitmenttotheinternationalmoratorium.Youcanrea
d<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Terminator-Technology/CBAN-Letter-Correcting-the-Minister-of-
Agriculture"target="_self">CBAN'slettertotheMinister</a>.</p><p>OnNovember5th,theManitobaC
ooperatorreportedthattheMinistersaidhetoldChineseofficialsthattheyneednotfearChinesefarmersgro
wingCanadiancanolabecausetheseedswillnotgrow:?Iassuredthemthatwiththevarietieswehavenow,i
t?snotgoingtoworkbecausetheyallhaveTerminatorseedsinthem...?ThisisabsolutelywrongasTermina
torhasneverbeenfieldtestedorcommercializedanywhereintheworld.</p><p>ApparentlyCana
da'sMinisterofAgriculturedoesnotknowwhatTerminatortechnologyis,doesnotknowthatthereisaninter
nationalmoratoriumonTerminator,andhasnotpaidattentiontothethousandsoflettersandpostcardsopp
osingTerminatorsentbyCanadiansoverthepast4years.</p><p>TheMinister'sstatementleadsustoask
:WhyistheMinisternotcorrectlyinformedaboutthishighlycontroversialGMtechnology?Whatis
theGovernment'struepositiononTerminator?WouldtheConservativeGovernmentsupporttheuseofTer
minatorseedsifthetechnologywasavailable?</p><p>WritetoHon.GerryRitz,MinisterofAgricultureand
Agri-
FoodtoaskhimtocategoricallystatetheGovernment'soppositiontoTerminator.AsktheGovernmenttoco
ntinuesupportingtheinternationalmoratoriumandtoestablishabanonTerminatorinCanada.</p><ana
me="eztoc2951_1"id="eztoc2951_1"></a><h2>TakeAction</h2><ol><li>AskthePrimeMinistertoba
nTerminatorTechnology<ahref="/Take-Action/Ban-Terminator-Technology-in-
Canada"target="_self">Clickheretosendaninstantemail</a></li><li>Organizationscan<ahref="http:/
/www.banterminator.org/Take-Action/Endorse-the-Campaign-to-Ban-
Terminator"target="_self">clickheretoendorsethecallforaban</a>-
<ahref="http://www.banterminator.org/Take-Action/National-Campaigns/Canadian-Campaign/List-
of-Groups-Endorsing-in-
Canada"target="_self">ClickheretoseethelistofCanadianGroupscallingforaBan</a></li><li>Writeap
ersonalizedletter.Remember:postageisfreetoyourelectedofficials!Youcan<ahref="http://www.parl.g
c.ca/common/index.asp?Language=E"target="_self">useyourpostalcodetosearchforyourMPsname
andcontactdetails</a>.Belowaresomekeyaddresses.(Note:TheNewDemocraticPartyandtheBlocQu
ébécoishavebothendorsedtheBilltoBanTerminatorinCanada.)</li><li><ahref="/donate"target="_se
lf">Donatetosupportthecampaign</a>-
theCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetworkimplementstheCanadianstrategyoftheInternationalBanTe
rminatorCampaign.</li></ol><p>Foranupdateandsomebasicinfoscrolldownorgoto<ahref="http://ww
w.banterminator.org/"target="_self">www.banterminator.org</a>formoreresources.</p><p>Writea
personalizedto:</p><p>PrimeMinisterStephenHarper<br/>80WellingtonStreet,Ottawa,ONK1
A0A6Email:HarpeS@parl.gc.ca<br/>Fax:(613)9416900Phone:(613)992-
4211</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-
image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/topics/terminator-technology/protest-
2006-un/3075-1-eng-CA/Protest-2006-
UN_medium.jpg"width="200"height="150"style="border:0px;"alt="Protest2006UN"title="Protest200
6UN"/></p></div><divclass="attribute-
caption"style="width:200px"><p>PatMooneyfromETCGroupjoinsthousandsoffarmersprotestingTer
minatoratBrazilUNmeeting2006.ThemeetingstrengthenedtheUNmoratorium.</p></div></div></div
></div><p></p><p>MinisterofAgricultureandAgri-
Food,TheHonourableGerryRitz<br/>HouseofCommons,Ottawa,ON,K1A0A6Email:RitzG@parl.gc.
ca<br/>Fax:(613)995-7080Phone:(613)996-
8472</p><p>MichaelIgnatieff,LeaderoftheOfficialOpposition<br/>HouseofCommonsOttawa,ON,K1
A0A6Email:IgnatM@parl.gc.ca<br/>Phone:(613)995-9364Fax:(613)992-
5880</p><aname="eztoc2952_0_1"id="eztoc2952_0_1"></a><h3>BasicInformationonTerminator
</h3><p>WhatisTerminator?TerminatorTechnologygeneticallyengineersplantstoproducesterilesee
dsatharvest.Itwasdevelopedbythemultinationalseed/agrochemicalindustryandtheUSgovernmenttop
reventfarmersfromre-
plantingharvestedseedandforcefarmerstobuyseedeachseasoninstead.Terminatorseedshavenotyet
beenfield-
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testedorcommercialized.In2006,Monsantoboughtthecompany(Delta&PineLand)thatownsTerm
inatorgreenhouseresearch.</p><p>TerminatorissometimescalledGeneticUseRestrictionTechnolog
y(GURTs)-
thebroadtermthatreferstotheuseofanexternalchemicalinducertocontroltheexpressionofaplant?sgen
etictraits.</p><p>WhyisTerminatoraproblem?Thetop10largestseedcompaniescontrolhalftheworld?
scommercialseedmarket.IfTerminatoriscommercialized,corporationswilllikelyincorporatesterilitygen
esintoalltheirseeds.That?sbecausegeneticseedsterilizationwouldsecureamuchstrongermonopolyth
anpatents?insteadofsuingfarmersforsavingseed,companiesaretryingtomakeitbiologicallyimpossible
forfarmerstore-
useharvestedseed.</p><p>Canadianfarmsofallsizessaveseedsandthispracticeisgrowingasthefarmi
ncomecrisisgetsworseeachyear.Acrosstheworld,over1.4billionpeople,primarilysmall-
scalefarmingfamiliesinthedevelopingworld,dependonfarm-
savedseedastheirprimaryseedsource.Terminatorseedswillforcedependenceonexternalseedsource
sanddisrupttheage-oldpracticeoffarmerseedselection,exchangeandbreeding-
centuriesofIndigenousandfarmerseedvarietydevelopmentisthefoundationoftheCanadianseedstock.
</p><p>WhatimpactwillTerminatorseedshaveonfarmers?Terminatorisamajorviolationoftherightsoff
armerstosaveandreusetheirownseeds.Throughpollenmovementinthefirstgeneration,Terminatorgen
escouldcontaminatefarmers?crops-
farmersmightthenunknowinglysaveandreuseseedsthatarecontaminatedandwillnotgerminate.Thisco
uldalsohappenifimportedgraincontainsTerminatorgenes.</p><p>Farmerswhodependonhumanitari
anfoodaidriskdevastatingcroplossiftheyunknowinglyusefoodaidgraincontainingTerminatorgenesass
eed.</p><p>Terminatorwouldensureacorporatestrangleholdonseedsandresultinhigherseedpricesat
atimewhenfarmersareexperiencingtheworstincomecrisisinthehistoryofmodernagriculture.IfCanadia
nfarmerswereforcedtobuyTerminatorseedseveryyear,thecostwouldbecrippling.Forexample,anestim
ated90%ofCanadianwheatisplantedwithsavedseed?intotal,theannualcosttobuythisseedwouldbe$9
5milliondollars.</p><p>WhoholdspatentsonTerminator?MonsantocouldsoonconcludeadealtobuyD
elta&PineLand(DPL),theworld?slargestcottonseedcompany,whichjointlyholdsthreeUSpatents
onTerminatortechnologywiththeUSDepartmentofAgriculture.InOctober2005,DPLwonnewTerminato
rpatentsinbothEuropeandCanada.Also,themultinationalseedandagrochemicalcompanySyngentaisr
equestingaCanadianpatentonitsTerminatorpotatoes.ButIndigenouspotatofarmersintheAndesofPeru
haveaskedSyngentadestroythispatent.</p><p>WillTerminatorstopgeneticcontamination?Themultin
ationalseedindustryiswagingapublicrelationscampaigntopromoteTerminatortechnologyasameansto
stopunwantedgeneticcontaminationfromgeneticallyengineered(GE)plants(particularlyforpotentialus
einGEtreesandplantsmodifiedtoproducedrugsandindustrialchemicals).</p><p>Escapedgenesfrom
GEplantsarecausingcontaminationandposethreatstoagriculturalbiodiversityandthelivelihoodsoffarm
ers.Forexample,SaskatchewanorganiccanolafarmersaresuingMonsantoandBayerforGEcontaminat
ion(www.saskorganic.com/oapf).</p><p>Industryarguesthatengineeredsterilitywouldofferabuilt-
insafetyfeatureforGEplantsbecauseifgenesfromaTerminatorcropcross-
pollinatewithrelatedplantsnearby,theseedproducedfromunwantedpollinationwillbesterile?itwillnotge
rminate.ButTerminatortechnologyisacomplexsysteminvolvingmultipleinsertedgenesthatallworktoge
therinasequence.ScientistswarnthatTerminatorwillnotbe100%effective.Thelikelihoodofsystemfailur
emeansitcouldneverbeareliabletoolfor?biocontainment?.IfTerminatorisusedfor?biocontainment?an
dfails,itwouldintroducenew,dangerousbiosafetyrisks.</p><p>UPDATE2009:</p><p>Victory!Global
MoratoriumUpheld!:TheinternationalmoratoriumattheUnitedNationsConventiononBiologica
lDiversitywasupheldandstrengthenedinMarch2006thankstopressurefromCanadiansandpeopleacro
sstheworld.</p><p>CanadastillpromotesTerminator:In2005,theCanadiangovernmenttriedtoovertur
ntheUNmoratorium.Aleakedmemorevealedthatthegovernmentwaspreparingtopushlanguagetoallow
field-
testingandcommercialization.However,inMarch2006,publicpressureforcedthegovernmenttoagreeto
strengthenthemoratorium.ButourgovernmenthasstillnottakenastandagainstTerminator.</p><p>Mo
nsantoBidstoBuyTerminator:InAugust2006,MonsantoannounceditwouldbuyDelta&Pin
eLand,theUSseedcompanyconductinggreenhousetrialsofTerminator.In1999Monsantomadeapublic
commitmentnottocommercializeTerminatorbut?Monsantodoesnotruleoutthepotentialdevelopmenta
nduseofoneofthesetechnologiesinthefuture.?</p><p>SyngentawantsaCanadianpatentonTerminato
rpotatoes:MultinationalcorporationSyngentahasappliedforaCanadianpatentonitsTerminator
potatoes.ButIndigenousfarmersintheAndesofPeruareaskingSyngentatodenouncethistechnology.</
p>

Terminator Technology 2 of 2


