
Canadian Sugar Company Chooses
Genetically Modified Sugar Beet

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>LanticInc.acceptsMonsanto?sGMsugardespiteconsumerconcern
s</p><p>ForImmediateReleaseWednesdayApril15,2009</p><p>Ottawa?Acoalitionof18environme
ntal,publicadvocacyandconsumergroups,undertheumbrellaoftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNet
work,(1)todayrevealedthatCanadiancompanyRogersSugar/LanticInc.haschosentoacceptgeneticall
ymodified(GM)sugarbeetintheirsugarproducts.</p><p>GM(alsocalledGEorgeneticallyengineered)s
ugarbeetshavejustbeenplantedforthefirsttimeinAlbertabecausethesugarcompanyLanticInc.hasdeci
dedtoaccepttheGMbeets.SugarbeetsareprocessedinonlyoneplaceinCanada:theRogersSugar/Lanti
cplantinTaber,Alberta.(2)ThesugarbeetisgeneticallymodifiedbyMonsantotobetoleranttothecompany
?sbrandnameherbicideRoundup.</p><p>?ItisincrediblydisappointingthatanestablishedCanadianbr
andwouldignoreconsumerconcernsaboutGMsugar,?saidErinNicholsoftheSocietyforaGEFreeBC.?C
anadianswhodon?twanttoeatMonsanto?sGMfoodswillhavetostopbuyingRogersSugarandLanticbra
ndsugarproducts."</p><p>Thesugarcompanyfailedtorespondtoover4000emails,lettersandcar
dssentinFebruaryandMarchfrompeopleacrossCanadaurgingthemtorejecttheGMsugarbeetandremai
nGM-
Free.ThecompanyalsorefusedtomeetwiththeCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.</p><p>?Itsha
rdtobelievethatthisCanadiancompanywouldcontaminateitsbrandswithMonsanto?sGMsugarandthec
ontroversiesovergeneticmodification,?saidLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyA
ctionNetwork.?MajorLanticcustomerslikeCadburyshouldbereallyuneasyaboutusingLantic?sGMsug
ar.?</p><p>Approximately10%ofLanticsugarcomesfromsugarbeetandtherestfromimportedcanesu
gar.?MonsantoworkedbehindthescenesforyearstoreverseapreviousconsensusintheNorthAmerican
sugarindustryagainstGMsugarbecausethebiotechcompanywantstogeneticallymodifysugarcaneand
controlthismajorcropaswell,?saidSharratt.?LantichasplayedrightintoMonsanto?shandsanditisCana
dianconsumersthatwillsuffer.?Monsantoisthelargestseedcompanyintheworldandownsapproximatel
y90%ofalltheGMseedsownacrosstheworld.</p><p>TheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CB
AN)isnowsponsoringaregistryforcompaniesinCanadathatrefusetobuyGMsugar.Over70companiesh
avealreadysignedtheregistryintheUS.CBANisalsocallingonconsumerstoavoidRogersSugar/Lanticbr
andsandwritetoCadbury(aLanticcustomer)withtheirconcernsaboutGMsugar.</p><p>-30-
</p><p>Formoreinformation:LucySharratt,6132412267ext5coordinator@cban.cawww.cban.ca/sug
arbeet;ErinNichols,SocietyforaGEFreeBC,604-742-0545orCell778-928-
1373</p><p>(1)CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetworkMembersare:ACTfortheEarth(Toronto),Biofr
eedom(Edmonton),CanadianOrganicGrowers,CheckYourHead,CoalitionforSafeFood(B.C.),Counci
lofCanadians,EcologicalFarmersAssociationofOntario,FoodActionCommitteeofEcologyActionCentr
eHalifax,GEFreeYukon,GeneAction(Toronto),GreenpeaceCanada,InterPares,NationalFarmersUni
on,P.E.I.CoalitionforaGMO-
FreeProvince,SaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate,SocietyforaG.E.FreeB.C.,UnionPaysanne,USCCa
nada.</p><p>(2)RogersSugarandLanticbrandsarefamiliarconsumerbrandsofrefinedsugarinCanada
,lastyearthetwomergedintotheonecompanyLanticInc.</p>
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