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4,MonsantowasforcedtowithdrawitsapplicationstotheCanadianandUSgovernmentsforapprovalofRo
undupReadyGMWheatbecauseoffarmerandconsumeropposition.ItisnowclearthatinitspursuitofGMw
heatoverthenext5years,thebiotechindustryisfocusingtheirprimaryeffortonAustralia.TheCanadianBio
technologyActionNetworkwillbeworkingtosupportourAustralianfriendswillcontinuetomonitorandcam
paignonthisissue.</p><p>TheCanadianWheatBoard(CWB)wasinstrumentalinstoppingMonsanto's
GMWheatin2004.Asaunitedvoiceforwheatfarmers,theCWBconductedmarketresearchwhichshowed
internationalmarketsdidnotwantGMwheatandwouldrejectwheatexportsfromCanadaifGMwheatwasa
pproved,becauseoftheriskofcontamination.TheCWBalsosurveyedwheatfarmersandfoundtheydidno
twantGMwheat.TheCWBpresentedresearchandtheviewofwheatfarmerstothegovernment.Withoutth
eCWB,wheatfarmersinCanadawillhavelessmarketpowerandaweakerpoliticalvoice-
manywillbestrugglingtosurvive.<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Wheat/7-Reasons-Non-Farmers-Should-Care-about-the-Canadian-Wheat-
Board"target="_self">Clickherefor"7ReasonsNon-
FarmersShouldCareabouttheCanadianWheatBoard"</a>orvisit<ahref="http://www.nfu.ca"tar
get="_self">www.nfu.ca</a></p><aname="eztoc3195_1"id="eztoc3195_1"></a><h2>Summary</
h2><p>GMwheatisnotgrownoreatenanywhereintheworld,ithasneverbeenonthemarket.</p><p>In20
04,<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Monsanto"target="_self">Monsanto</a>withdrewrequestsforgovern
mentapprovalofitsherbicidetolerantGMwheatinCanadaandtheUSbecauseofwidespreadfarmerandc
onsumerprotestinbothcountries,andaroundtheworld.However,Monsantore-
launchedresearchintoGMwheatin2009andthebiotechnologyindustryisnowengagedinanewpublicrela
tionscampaigninfavourofGMwheat.Monsanto?snewplansforGMwheatare,however,meetingthesam
estrongobjectionsthatdefeatedthecompany?sproductin2004.ThePremierofAustralia?slargestwheat
growingstaterecentlypannedGMwheat,andJapaneseflourcompaniescontinuetosaythattheywillrefus
etoprocessGMwheat.Inearly2010,CBANcoordinatedaneffortthatresultedin233groupsfrom26countri
esrestatingtheiroppositiontoGMwheat.</p><p>July2011:Australia?stopscientificbody,CSIRO,iscon
ductingtheworld?sfirsthumanfeedingtrialsofGMwheat.Scientistshavealreadydenouncedthetrials:&q
uot;Thefeedingtrialsshouldnotbeconducteduntillong-
termimpactassessmentshave<br/>beenundertakenandappropriateinformationreleasedtoenablethe
scientific<br/>communitytodeterminethevalueofsuchresearch,asagainsttherisks."AGreenpea
cereport,<ahref="http://www.greenpeace.org/australia/en/news/food/GM-wheat-
scandal/"target="_self">Australia'sWheatScandal</a>,detailedamajorconflictofinterestatCSIRO.</p
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left">NationalResearchCouncilDisavowsGMWheat</h2><p>April7,2011:TheNationalResearchCou
ncilofCanada(NRC)issuedastatementtoclarifythatithasnoplanstoresearchgeneticallymodifie
d(GM)wheat.NRCnowstates:?GMwheatisnotanobjectiveoftheNRCwheatprogram.Wewillbed
evelopinganumberoftoolsthatwillbeusedtoreducethebreedingcycle,increaseyieldandadapttoclimate
stresses.GMvarietiesarenotcontemplatedatthistime.?ThestatementwasissuedtoCBANinresponseto
mediastoriesofApril3thatreportedonaleakedmemofromthegovernmentresearchagency.?NRChasfin
allyrecognizedwhateveryonebutMonsantounderstands:thatGMwheatisunacceptabletofarmersandc
onsumers,?saidLucySharrattoftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.</p><ul><li><ahref="/Pre
ss/Press-Releases/Canada-s-National-Research-Council-Disavows-GM-
Wheat"target="_self">Readthefullpressrelease:"Canada'sNationalResearchCouncilDisavows
GMWheat"</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Wheat/National-Research-Council-Disavows-GM-Wheat-
Research"target="_self">ReadthefullstatementfromtheNationalResearchCouncil</a></li></ul><an
ame="eztoc3195_3"id="eztoc3195_3"></a><h2>GMWheatRejectedby233FarmerandConsumerGr
oupsfrom26Countries</h2><p>"Inlightofourexistingexperiencewithgeneticengineering,andrec
ognizingtheglobalconsumerrejectionofgeneticallyengineeredwheat,werestateourdefinitiveo
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ppositiontoGEwheatandourcommitmenttostoppingthecommercializationofGEtraitsinourwh
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fromCanada,AustraliaandtheUSAinitiatedthestatement:<ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Resources/To
pics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Wheat/List-of-Groups-Launching-
Statement"target="_self">Clickheretoseetheoriginallist</a></li></ul><p>New!SlovakTranslation!<a
href="http://www.fatcow.com/edu/engineered-wheat-
sl/"target="_self">DefinitívneGlobálnyodmietnutiegenetickymodifikovanép?enica</a></p><p>M
onsantowithdrewtheirapplicationstotheCanadianandU.S.governmentsforapprovalofGE(RoundupR
eady)Wheatin2004becauseofaglobalrejectionfromfarmersandconsumers.ButonMay14,2009,indust
rygroupsinCanada,AustraliaandtheUSpledgedto"worktowardthegoalofsynchronizedcommerci
alizationofbiotechtraitsinourwheatcrops."<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-
Not-on-the-Market/Wheat/Industry-Wheat-Biotechnology-Commercialization-
Statement"target="_self">Clickheretoreadtheindustrystatement</a>.</p><aname="eztoc3195_4"id
="eztoc3195_4"></a><h2>Background</h2><p>In2009,MonsantolaunchednewGMwheatresearch
andboughtWestBred,aMontanacompanyspecializinginwheatgermplasm.Monsanto'sannouncement
followedaMay2009statementfromindustrygroupsinAustralia,CanadaandtheUSstatingthattheywould
worktogethertosynchronizecommercializationinthethreecountries.</p><p>July2010:MonsantoandB
ASFPlantScienceareexpandingjointresearchtodevelopGMwheat.Theysaytheyaimtocommercializea
GMwheatinatleast10years.Thecompaniessaytheyplanto"initiallyfocusondevelopingbiotechpro
ductsfortheNorthAmericanandAustralianmarkets."Thejointannouncementcomesontheheelsof
aseparateplanannouncedbySyngentaandtheInternationalMaizeandWheatImprovementCenterinApr
iltoworktowardbiotechwheat</p><p>Youcandownloadtwogreatfactsheetsfromthe<ahref="http://ww
w.nfu.ca"target="_self">NationalFarmersUnion</a>:</p><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Wheat/10-Reasons-Why-We-Don-t-Want-GM-
Wheat"target="_self">TenReasonsWhyWeDon'tWantGMWheat</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/T
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1"></a><h2>FarmerRejectioninCanada</h2><p>FarmersinCanadaareopposedtoGMwheat:</p><
ul><li>69%offarmersareopposedtotheintroductionofGMwheat"atthistime"accordingtoa2
009surveyconductedbytheCanadianWheatBoard.</li><li>83%ofCanadianfarmersdisagreedthatRo
undupReadywheatshouldbeintroducedaccordingtoastudystartedin2004andpublishedinapeerreview
edarticleMarch2009.Overall,thefarmersrankedtherisksofmarketloss,corporatecontrolofthefoodsuppl
y,agronomicimpactandcontaminationofnon-
GMcropsmuchhigherthananyanticipatedproductionbenefits.Thestudy:?Farmerknowledgeandapriori
riskanalysis:pre-
releaseevaluationofgeneticallymodifiedRoundupReadywheatacrosstheCanadianprairies?,IanJ.Ma
uro&StéphaneM.McLachlan&ReneC.VanAcker,20March2009,EnvironmentalSciencean
dPollutionResearch.</li></ul><p>?Monsantoneedstoacceptdefeat.?saidLucySharratt,Coordinatoro
ftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,acoalitionof18groups.?Theindustrygroupsinourthreecou
ntriesarepromisingtoforcethisproductonallofusbuttodaywereiterateourpledgetostopthem.?-
<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/Genetically-Engineered-Wheat-Rejected-Globally-Groups-
Remind-Monsanto"target="_self">June1,2009PressRelease</a></p>
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