Alfalfa

Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc3203_1"id="eztoc3203_1"></a><h2>VictoryagainstM
onsanto'sGMalfalfaattheUSSupremeCourt!</h2><p>June2010:ItsstillillegaltoplantGMalfalfaintheU
S!MonsantochallengedtheinjunctiononplantingattheSupremeCourtandlost!NowitsuptotheUSDepart
mentofAgriculturetodecidethefateofGEalfalfa. TheDepartmentisfinishingitsEnvironmentalimpactStat
ementonMonsanto'sGEalfalfa.50U.S.politicianshavenowcalledforapermanentban.</p><p><ahref="
/Take-Action/Support-Bill-C-
474"target="_self">YoucanwriteaninstantlettertoyourMemberofParliamenttodayandaskthemtosupp
ortalfalfafarmers-askthemtosupportBillC-474inordertostopGEalfalfa.</a></p><p><ahref="/Take-
Action/Act-Now/Extracts-from-testimony-on-Bill-C-474-June-7-
2010"target="_self">ClickheretofindoutwhatalfalfaproducerstoldtheParliamentaryAgricultureCommi
tteeaboutGEalfalfa(June7,2010)!</a></p><p>Monsanto’'sPRmachineisworkinghardtospinthetruthin
thefirst-
everUSSupremeCourtcaseongeneticallyengineeredcrops.Despitewhatthebiotechseedgiantisclaimi
ng,thisweek'srulingonGMalfalfaisn'tclosetothevictorytheywerehopingfor-
andGMalfalfaisstillillegaltoplantintheUS.</p><p>0OnJune21,theU.S.SupremeCourtruledthatadistrict
courtjudgeinSanFranciscohadabusedhisdiscretioninbarringtheUSDAfrompursuingapartialderegulat
ionandinprohibitingtheplantingofthebiotechalfalfaseeds,pendingthecompletionofanenvironmentalre
view.Theruling,however,didnotalterthelowercourtdecisionthatbannedthebiotechalfalfauntiicompletio
nofafullenvironmentalreview.</p><p>AsimilarcaseinvolvingMonsanto'sbiotechsugarbeets,wasslate
dforacourthearingJuly9,butthejudgeinthatcasehaspostponedthehearinguntilmid-
AugusttogiveallpartiesachancetostudytheSupremeCourtruling. Thecourthasalreadyruledthesugarbe
etswereapprovedbyUSDAwithoutproperenvironmentalreviewandisconsideringapermanentinjunctio
n.<ahref="http://truefoodnow.org/2010/06/21/update-on-supreme-court-
decision/"target="_self">ReadinformationandanalysisfromtheCenterforFoodSafetyhere.</a></p><
aname="eztoc3203_2"id="eztoc3203_2"></a><h2>TakeActiontoStopMonsanto'sGEAlfalfal</h2><
aname="eztoc3203_3"id="eztoc3203_3"></a><h2>SendafewalfalfaseedstoyourMP...</h2><p>Se
ndafewalfalfaseedstoyourMemberofParliament! Tellthegovernmenttostoptheintroductionof
Monsanto?sgeneticallyengineered(GE)alfalfa.</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-
view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/media/images/gm-alfalfa-tiny-seed-big-
problem/4899-1-eng-CA/GM-Alfalfa-Tiny-Seed-Big-
Problem_medium.jpg"width="200"height="146"style="border:0px;"alt="GMAlfalfaTinySeedBigProb
lem"title="GMAlfalfaTinySeedBigProblem"/></p></div></div></div></div><p>TakethisactiontoMon
santo!SendalettertoyourMPandtheMinisterofAgriculturewithatinyalfalfaseedorourseedgraphic!</p>
<ol><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Sample-
Letter"target="_self">PrintuporuseoursamplelettertotheMinister</a>-youcaneditit-
rememberpostageisfreel</li><li>YoucanalsosendalettertoyourMP-
<ahref="http://www.parl.gc.ca/"target="_self">searchusingyourpostalcode!</a></li><li>Buysomeor
ganicalfalfaseedsatyourlocalhealthfoodstore.</li><li>Tapeoneorafewalfalfaseedstoyourletterandinc
ludesomefree-
floatingseeds!(Ifyoucannotfindanyalfalfaseeds,youcanprintouralfalfaseedletterwithalittledrawingofth
eseed))</li></ol><p>Printup<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Alfalfa/Happy-Bee-s-Little-Guide-to-Protecting-
Alfalfa"target="_self">Happy'sBee'sLittleGuidetoProtectingAlfalfa-
actionflyer.</a></p><p>TakeactiontosupportBillC-474-theBiillwouldstopGEalfalfal<ahref="/Take-
Action/Act-
Now"target="_self">SendaninstantlettertoyourMPbyclickinghere!</a></p><divclass="object-
right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/Take-Action/Act-
Now"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/media/images/474-button-no-date/4723-
1-eng-CA/474-button-no-
date_medium.jpg"width="113"height="290"style="border:0px;"alt="474buttonnodate"title="474butt
onnodate"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><p>BillC-
474wouldsupportCanadianfarmersbyrequiringthat?ananalysisofpotentialharmtoexportmarketsbeco
nductedbeforethesaleofanynewgeneticallyengineeredseedispermitted.?IftheBillispasseditwouldsto
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pGEwheatandGEalfalfa.Addyourvoicenow!</p><p><ahref="/Take-Action/Act-
Now"target="_self">FormoreinformationonBillC-
474clickhere.</a></p><aname="eztoc3203_4"id="eztoc3203_4"></a><h2>ReadtheSubmissionsto
theUSDAonGEAlfalfa:</h2><p>GroupsinCanadasenttheircommentstotheUSDAinresponsetotheirD
raftEnvironmentallmpactStatementonalfalfa-
theUSDAcouldallowplantingsofGEalfalfathissummer.</p><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/National-Farmers-Union-response-to-USDA-on-
alfalfa"target="_self">NationalFarmersUnion</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-
and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Beyond-Factory-Farming-Submission-to-USDA-re-GE-
Alfalfa"target="_self">BeyondFactoryFarming</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-
and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Submission-to-USDA-from-
SOD"target="_self">SaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate,OrganicAgricultureProtectionFund</a></Ii>
<li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/National-Organic-
Coalition-Submission-on-
Alfalfa"target="_self">NationalOrganicCoalition</a>(U.S.withCanadiansignatories).</li></ul><p><a
href="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Signatories-to-No-to-
GMO-
Alfalfa"target="_self">Seethelistof107farmerandconsumersgroupsthatsaynotoGEalfalfa.</a></p><
p>OrganicfoodandfarmingintheU.S.andCanadaisunderimmediatethreatfromGEalfalfa.</p><aname
="eztoc3203 5"id="eztoc3203_5"></a><h2>MoreActions</h2><ul><li>Groups-
<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Sign-on-to-the-
Statement-Against-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">EndorsetheNotoGEAlfalfacampaignbysigningonthestatementopposingGEalf
alfainCanada</a>.Weinviteallorganizations,producerassociations,companiesandcommunitygroups
tosign.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Stop-
GM-Alfalfa-
List"target="_self">ClickheretojointheNewsListservefortheNotoGMOAlIfalfaCampaign.</a></li><li>
<ahref="/donate"target="_self">Donatetoday!</a>tosupportthecampaign.</li><li>WritetotheCanadi
anFoodInspectionAgency(CFIA)toregisteryouroppositiontoGMalfalfainCanada:</li></ul><p>GlynC
hanceyExecutiveDirector<br/>PlantHealthandBiosecurityDirectorate<br/>CanadianFoodInspection
Agency(CFIA)<br/>59CamelotDrive,Floor3,Room347<br/>Ottawa,OntarioK1A0Y9(postagerequire
d)<br/>Glyn.Chancey@inspection.gc.ca</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-
view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/topics/ge-crops-and-foods-not-on-the-
market/alfalfa/leafcutter-bee-on-alfalfa-flowers/4370-1-eng-CA/leafcutter-bee-on-alfalfa-
flowers_small.jpg"width="100"height="96"style="border:0px;"alt="leafcutterbeeonalfalfaflowers"title
="leafcutterbeeonalfalfaflowers"/></p></div></div></div></div><p>TheHonourableGerryRitz<br/>
MinisterofAgricultureandAgri-
Food<br/>HouseofCommons,Ottawa,ON,K1A0A6(nopostagerequired)<br/>Email:RitzG@parl.gc.c
a</p><p>Thankyouforyouactionandsupport!</p><aname="eztoc3204_1"id="eztoc3204 1"></a><
h2>Morelnformation:</h2><p>MonsantowillkeeptryingtocommercializeGMalfalfainCanadaanditisi
mperativethatweclosethedooronthisGMcropnow.</p><p>ArulingintheUSthatprohibitstheplantingof
GMalfalfainthatcountrymaysoonbeoverturned.In2007ajudgeruledthattheUSDepartmentofAgricultur
e?s(USDA)approvalofGMalfalfawasillegalandorderedtheDepartmenttoconductanenvironmentalrisk
assessmenttolookintofarmerconcernsaboutcontamination.InDecember2009,theUSDAreleaseditsdr
aftEnvironmentallmpactStatement(EIS)forcomment(thisisthefirsttimeithasconductedthistyp
eofanalysisforanyGMcrop).<ahref="http://ga3.org/campaign/alfalfaElS/explanation"target="_self">
AnalysisofwhattheUSDAneedstoknowaboutalfalfaandtheimpactsofGMcontamination.</a></p><ul>
<li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Signatories-to-No-
to-GMO-
Alfalfa"target="_self">Thelistofgroupsthathaveendorsedthecampaign.</a></li><li><ahref="http://w
ww.cban.ca/Priorities/GE-Alfalfa/Position-Paper-on-the-Introduction-of-Genetically-Modified-
Alfalfa"target="_self">PositionpaperonalfalfafromtheSaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate.</a></li></u
I><p>TheCanadianGovernmenthasapprovedMonsanto?sGMherbicideresistant(RoundupReady)Alf
alfaforhumanconsumptionandenvironmentalreleasebutMonsantohasnotyetappliedforvarietyregistra
tion.ThisstepisneededbeforethecropcanbecommerciallygrowninCanada.</p><p>Thecommercializ
ationofgeneticallymodifiedalfalfa--GMAlfalfa--
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plannedbyMonsantoandForageGeneticsinternational,wouldhaveasevere,negativeimpactonCanadi
anagriculture,markets,andourenvironment.Aunitedeffortbyagricultureproducergroups,consumerand
environmentalorganizations,aswellasconcernedindividuals,willpreventthisfromhappening.Asimilarc
ampaignstoppedGMwheatin2004.</p><p>ThisisyourinvitationtojointogethertoputthebrakesonGMAI
falfa.</p><p>Weinviteallorganizations,producerassociations,companiesandcommunitygroupstoen
dorsethe"NotoGMAlfalfa"campaignbysigningontothefollowingstatement(Yourgroup?sna
mewillbeusedinalistofgroupsthatstateoppositiontoGMAlfalfa):</p><ul><li>Weopposethesale,tradea
ndproductionofGMOAIfalfainCanada.</li><li>WeasktheCanadianFoodInspectionAgency(CFI
A)toreassessitsapprovalforenvironmentalreleaseofGMOAIlfalfa.</li><li>Wewantthepublictou
nderstandthehazards,costsandmarketlossesthatwouldresultifGMOAIlfalfawerereleasedintoo
urenvironment.</li></ul><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Alfalfa/Sign-on-to-the-Statement-Against-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">Signthestatementhere!</a>oremailcoordinator@cban.caformoreinfo.</p><p
>TheSaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate(SOD)isaMemberofCBAN.SODistheumbrellagroupfortheor
ganicsectorinSaskatchewan.In2001the<ahref="http://www.saskorganic.com/oapf‘target="_self">0
rganicAgricultureProtectionFundCommittee</a>wasestablishedbySODinordertoprotectorganicfarm
sandfoodfromcontaminationbyGMOs.TheOAPFCommitteeprovidedsupporttothelegalactionagainst
MonsantoandBayertobringaboutaninjunctiontostopthecommercializationofGMOwheat,andtomaket
hebiotechcompaniesliableforlossestoorganicfarmersduetocontaminationofcertifiedorganiccropsand
fieldsbyGMOcanola.In2004Monsantowithdrewitsapplicationtohave GMOwheatapprovedinCanada.
</p><aname="eztoc3204 2"id="eztoc3204 2"></a><h2>MoreAlfalfaNews:</h2><p>January2010:
INn2009aU.S.appealscourtrejectedanappealbyMonsantotooverturnarulingthatprohibitsplantingsofge
neticallymodified(GM)alfalfainthecountryuntiltheU.S.DepartmentofAgriculture(USDA)completesan
EnvironmentallmpactStatement(EIS).MonsantoisnowtakingthiscasetotheSupremeCourteventhoug
hadraftElSisoutforcommentandthefinalwillbepublishedinFebruary.</p><p>Formoreinformationcont
act:<br/>OAPFChairperson,ArnoldTaylorat(306)252-
2075,orLucySharrattattheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)(613)241-
2267ext.6,or<ahref="mailto:coordinator@cban.ca"target="_self">coordinator@cban.ca</a></p>
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