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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc3203_1"id="eztoc3203_1"></a><h2>StopGMAlfalfa!
</h2><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Minister-
Ritz-Stop-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">WriteyourinstantlettertotheMinisterofAgriculturebyclickinghere!</a></p><ana
me="eztoc3203_2"id="eztoc3203_2"></a><h2>ComingFebruary13,2012!</h2><p>StartingFebrua
ry13youcanshareouranimatedvideoaboutGMalfalfa!RequestthefilefromusforscreeningatSeedySatu
rdaysandothercommunityevents.</p><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-
Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Video-Promo-Flyer-
Colour"target="_self">Clickheretodownloadthecolourpromotionalflyer.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resour
ces/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Video-Promo-Flyer-Black-and-
White"target="_self">Clickheretodownloadtheblackandwhiteflyer</a>.</li></ul><aname="eztoc320
3_3"id="eztoc3203_3"></a><h2>MoreActions</h2><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-
and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Petition-for-Moratorium-on-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">Getsignaturesonthispetition</a>.</li><li>New!Printanddownloadthe<ahref="/
Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Stop-GM-Alfalfa-
flyer"target="_self">flyeraboutGMalfalfa.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Sign-on-to-the-Statement-Against-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">GroupscansigntheNotoGEAlfalfacampaignstatement</a>.Weinviteallorganiz
ations,producerassociations,companiesandcommunitygroupstosign.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/T
opics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Stop-GM-Alfalfa-
List"target="_self">ClickheretojointheNewsListservefortheNotoGMOAlfalfaCampaign.</a></li><li>
<ahref="/donate"target="_self">Donatetoday!</a>tosupportthecampaign.Weneedyourhelp!</li></u
l><p>OrganicfoodandfarmingintheU.S.andCanadaisunderimmediatethreatfromGMalfalfa.Conventi
onalfarmerswillalsolosetheirmarkets.</p><p>ItisnotyetlegaltosellGMalfalfaseedsinCanadabuttheC
anadianGovernmentapprovedMonsanto?sGMherbicideresistant(RoundupReady)Alfalfaforhumanc
onsumptionandenvironmentalreleasein2005.Onemorestep-varietyregistration-
isneededbeforeitislegaltosellGMalfalfaseedsinCanada.InJanuary2011,theUSDepartmentofAgricult
ure(USDA)allowedplantingstoGMalfalfaafteryearsoflegalcasesandprotest-
legalchallengestotheUSDAdecisionareongoing.</p><aname="eztoc3203_4"id="eztoc3203_4"></a
><h2>Information</h2><p>Summary:AlfalfagrowersdonotneedorwantGMalfalfaandhavebeentryin
gtostopitforatleastfiveyears.TheintroductionofMonsanto?sgeneticallymodified(GM)herbicidetolerant
(RoundupReady)alfalfawouldhaveseriousnegativeimpactsonmanydifferenttypesoffarmersandfarmi
ngsystems,bothconventionalandorganic.Becausealfalfaisaperennialcroppollinatedbybees,GMcont
aminationisinevitable.GMalfalfawasactuallyapprovedinCanadain2005butstillneedstogothroughone
morestepbeforeitcanbelegallysoldasseedinCanada.<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Signatories-to-No-to-GMO-
Alfalfa"target="_self">Clickheretoseethelistof127farmerandconsumersgroupsthatsaynotoGEalfalfa.
</a></p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-
image"><divclass="attribute-image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/topics/ge-
crops-and-foods-not-on-the-market/alfalfa/leafcutter-bee-on-alfalfa-flowers/4370-1-eng-
CA/leafcutter-bee-on-alfalfa-
flowers_small.jpg"width="100"height="96"style="border:0px;"alt="leafcutterbeeonalfalfaflowers"title
="leafcutterbeeonalfalfaflowers"/></p></div></div></div></div><p>WhyisAlfalfaImportant?Alfalfais
usedaspastureandhigh-
proteinfeedforanimalslikedairycows,beefcattle,lambs,andpigsandisalsousedtobuildupnutrientsinthe
soil,makingitparticularlyimportantfororganicfarming.Ifintroduced,GMalfalfawouldruinexportmarketsf
oralfalfaproductsandthreatenthefutureoforganicfoodandfarmingintheNorthAmerica.</p><p>Conven
tionalandorganicfarmersagreethatGMalfalfaisnotwantedorneeded:<ahref="/Take-Action/Action-
Closed-Bill-C-474/Extracts-from-testimony-on-Bill-C-474-June-7-
2010"target="_self">WhatconventionalalfalfaproducerstoldtheHouseofCommonsAgricultureCommi
ttee(June7,2010)</a></p><aname="eztoc3203_5"id="eztoc3203_5"></a><h2>MoreInformation</
h2><p><ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Priorities/GE-Alfalfa/Position-Paper-on-the-Introduction-of-
Genetically-Modified-
Alfalfa"target="_self">ClickheretoreadthepositionpaperonalfalfafromtheSaskatchewanOrganicDire
ctorate.</a></p><p>BeforetheUSDAdecidedtoallowGMalfalfaplantingsinearly2011,groupsinCanad
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asenttheircommentstotheUSDepartmentofAgricultureinresponsetotheirDraftEnvironmentalImpactS
tatementonalfalfa.ThesearegreatreportsontheimpactsofGMalfalfaandtheexperienceofGMcontamin
ationinCanada.Readthecommentsfrom:</p><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/National-Farmers-Union-response-to-USDA-on-
alfalfa"target="_self">TheNationalFarmersUnion</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Beyond-Factory-Farming-Submission-to-USDA-re-
GE-Alfalfa"target="_self">BeyondFactoryFarming</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Submission-to-USDA-from-
SOD"target="_self">TheSaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate,OrganicAgricultureProtectionFund</a>
</li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/National-
Organic-Coalition-Submission-on-
Alfalfa"target="_self">NationalOrganicCoalition</a>(U.S.withCanadiansignatories).</li></ul><ana
me="eztoc3203_6"id="eztoc3203_6"></a><h2>History</h2><divclass="object-
right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/Monsanto"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/ima
ges/media/images/stop-monsanto-button/4930-1-fre-CA/Stop-Monsanto-
button_medium.jpg"width="132"height="133"style="border:0px;"alt="StopMonsantobutton"title="St
opMonsantobutton"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><p>BeforetheFederalelectioninCanada,Ma
y2011:Conservativespurposefullydelayedavote(twice)on<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Liberal-Motion-for-a-Moratorium-on-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">amotionforamoratorium</a>onGMalfalfaattheAgricultureCommitteemeeting!
TheLiberals,NDPandBlocmembersallsupportedthemoratoriumsoiftheConservativeshadallowedthev
ote,themotionwouldhavebeenapprovedandthemotionwouldhavepassedtotheHouseofCommonsfora
vote.ThemotionwasproposedbytheLiberalmembersoftheHouseofCommonsAgricultureCommitteeaf
terhugepublicpressuretosupportBillC-
474whichwouldhaverequiredanassessmentofexportmarketharmbeforeanynewGMseedwaspermitte
d.</p><p>In2007ajudgeruledthattheUSDepartmentofAgriculture?s(USDA)approvalofGMalfalfawas
illegalandorderedtheDepartmenttoconductanenvironmentalriskassessmenttolookintofarmerconcer
nsaboutcontamination.InDecember2009,theUSDAreleaseditsdraftEnvironmentalImpactStatement(
EIS)forcomment(thisisthefirsttimeithasconductedthistypeofanalysisforanyGMcrop).</p><p>
<objectwidth="425"height="350"><paramname="movie"value="http://www.youtube.com/v/L-
3_wa_bgOI"></param><paramname="wmode"value="transparent"></param><embedsrc="http://w
ww.youtube.com/v/L-3_wa_bgOI"type="application/x-shockwave-
flash"wmode="transparent"width="425"height="350"></embed></object></p><aname="eztoc3204
_1"id="eztoc3204_1"></a><h2>CalltoJointheCampaign</h2><p>Thecommercializationofgenetical
lymodifiedalfalfa--GMAlfalfa--
plannedbyMonsantoandForageGeneticsInternational,wouldhaveasevere,negativeimpactonCanadi
anagriculture,markets,andourenvironment.Aunitedeffortbyagricultureproducergroups,consumerand
environmentalorganizations,aswellasconcernedindividuals,willpreventthisfromhappening.Asimilarc
ampaignstoppedGMwheatin2004.</p><p>ThisisyourinvitationtojointogethertoputthebrakesonGMAl
falfa.</p><p>Weinviteallorganizations,producerassociations,companiesandcommunitygroupstoen
dorsethe"NotoGMAlfalfa"campaignbysigningontothefollowingstatement(Yourgroup?sna
mewillbeusedinalistofgroupsthatstateoppositiontoGMAlfalfa):</p><ul><li>Weopposethesale,tradea
ndproductionofGMOAlfalfainCanada.</li><li>WeasktheCanadianFoodInspectionAgency(CFI
A)toreassessitsapprovalforenvironmentalreleaseofGMOAlfalfa.</li><li>Wewantthepublictou
nderstandthehazards,costsandmarketlossesthatwouldresultifGMOAlfalfawerereleasedintoo
urenvironment.</li></ul><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Alfalfa/Sign-on-to-the-Statement-Against-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">Signthestatementhere!</a>oremailcoordinator@cban.caformoreinfo.</p><p
><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Alfalfa/Signatories-to-No-
to-GMO-
Alfalfa"target="_self">Seethelistofgroupsthathaveendorsedthecampaign.</a></p><p>TheSaskatc
hewanOrganicDirectorate(SOD)isaMemberofCBAN.SODistheumbrellagroupfortheorganicsectorin
Saskatchewan.In2001the<ahref="http://www.saskorganic.com/oapf"target="_self">OrganicAgricult
ureProtectionFundCommittee</a>wasestablishedbySODinordertoprotectorganicfarmsandfoodfrom
contaminationbyGMOs.TheOAPFCommitteeprovidedsupporttothelegalactionagainstMonsantoand
BayertobringaboutaninjunctiontostopthecommercializationofGMOwheat,andtomakethebiotechcom
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paniesliableforlossestoorganicfarmersduetocontaminationofcertifiedorganiccropsandfieldsbyGMOc
anola.In2004MonsantowithdrewitsapplicationtohaveGMOwheatapprovedinCanada.</p><p>Formo
reinformationcontact:<br/>OAPFChairperson,ArnoldTaylorat(306)252-
2075,orLucySharrattattheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)(613)241-
2267ext.25,or<ahref="mailto:coordinator@cban.ca"target="_self">coordinator@cban.ca</a></p>
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