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Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc3219_1"id="eztoc3219_1"></a><h2>ConsumerAdvis
ory:GMSweetCorn</h2><p>ChooseorganiccornoraskatyourFarmers?Market,roadsidestandorgroc
erystore.</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-
embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/media/images/sweet-corn-question-mark/7707-1-
eng-CA/Sweet-Corn-Question-
Mark_medium.jpg"width="200"height="185"style="border:0px;"alt="SweetCornQuestionMark"title=
"SweetCornQuestionMark"/></p></div></div></div></div><p>Issued:July29,2011</p><p>TheCan
adianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)andthe<ahref="http://www.efao.ca"target="_self">Ecolo
gicalFarmersofOntario</a>haveconfirmedthatgeneticallymodified(GM)sweetcornisbeinggrownbyfa
rmersinOntariowhoaresellingatroadsidestands,atFarmers?Markets,andthroughsomelocalgroceryst
ores.</p><p>Whatconsumerscando:</p><ol><li>Buyorganicsweetcorn.Organicfarmingprohibitsth
euseofgeneticmodification.Certifiedorganicisyourguaranteethatyoursweetcornisnotgeneticallymodif
ied(andisalsopesticide-
free).</li><li>Askyourlocalfarmerormanageratthefarmstandorgrocerystoreifthesweetcorntheyaresel
lingisgeneticallymodified(alsocalledgeneticallyengineered).Seebelowforhelpfulinformation.</li><li>
SendtheConsumerAdvisorytoyourfriendsandfamily:<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Urgent-Consumer-Advisory-GM-Sweet-Corn-in-
Canada"target="_self">Clickherefortheemailadvisory.</a></li></ol><p>Belowisachecklistofinforma
tionandaquestionnairetohelpyougetananswertoyourquestion.Thechecklistisimportantbeca
use:</p><ul><li>SomefarmersmaybegrowingGMsweetcornbutnotbeawarethatitisGM.</li><li>Staff
atthegrocerystore,oreventhefarmstand,willprobablynotbeabletoimmediatelyansweryourquestionan
dareverylikelytobemisinformedaboutGMfoods.</li></ul><p>GMcornisoneof4GMcropsgrowninCana
da:canola,soy,andwhitesugarbeet(forsugarprocessing)aretheothers.TheGMcorngrowninCanadaha
sbeen,untilrecently,allhardcornusedforprocessedfoodingredientsandanimalfeed.TheCanadiangove
rnmentdoesnotlabelGMfoodsanddoesnotkeepnationalstatisticsonhowmuchGMisgrownorwhere.CB
ANresearchesandmonitorsGMfoodsforyou:formoreinformationpleaseseehttp://www.cban.ca/gmfoo
ds</p><aname="eztoc3219_2"id="eztoc3219_2"></a><h2>GMSweetCornCheckList</h2><p>Tips
foraskingyourlocalfarmer:</p><ul><li>Doesyoursweetcornhaveinsectprotection?Isitresista
nttocornborerorearworm?TheGMsweetcornissoldunderthebrandname?Attribute?fromRogerswhich
isownedbythebiotechcompanySyngenta.</li><li>TheGMsweetcornisgeneticallymodifiedtob
etoxictotheEuropeancornborerandcornearworm.</li><li>TheGMtechnologythatmakestheplanttoxict
otheseinsectsisMonsanto?sBt?YieldGard?technology.</li><li>FarmerspurchasingAttribute?BTinse
ct-
protected?seedwillsigna?AttributeGrowerStewardshipAgreement?.</li><li>Whatcompanydidyoubu
yyourcornseedfrom?GMsweetcornisavailabletobuyfromUSseedcompanies,includingSeedway,selli
ng?GeneticallyEnhanced?hybridsweetcornseed.Thesweetcornvarietiesarealsocalled?insec
tprotectedhybrids?-
thecornisahybridbutitisalsogeneticallymodified.(Seedwayalsosellsorganicanduntreatedsweetcorns
eed.)</li></ul><p>Tipsforaskingyourgrocerystore,producemanagerorfarmstandmanager:</p><ul><
li>CBANhasmadeaquestionnairethatyoucanleavewithyourgrocerystore,produceorfarmstandmanag
erifnecessary.Askthemtofillitoutandgetbacktoyou.<br/><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/GM-Sweet-Corn-Inquiry-Form-
PDF"target="_self">DownloadthePDFQuestionnaireHere</a>-or<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/GM-Sweet-Corn-Inquiry-Form-
doc"target="_self">DownloadtheWordDocumentQuestionnairehere.</a></li><li>Youcanalso<ahref
="/Resources/Tools/Pamphlets-and-Factsheets/CBAN-s-Quick-Guide-to-GM-
Foods"target="_self">print?CBAN?sQuickGuidetoGMFoods?</a>tohandtothem.(Ifyouhavethisinfo
rmationfromCBAN,youwillmostlikelyhavemoreinformationthanyourgrocerystoremanager.)</li></ul>
<p>Pleasecontactus:</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-
embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/donate"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/donate2/blue-
donate-button/3482-1-eng-CA/Blue-Donate-
Button_medium.jpg"width="110"height="81"style="border:0px;"alt="BlueDonateButton"title="BlueD
onateButton"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><p>IfyoufindGMsweetcorn,pleaseinformCBANoft
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helocationandofanydetailsfromyourconversationwiththefarmer,farmstandmanagerorgrocerystorem
anager.Pleasesendyourinformationto<ahref="mailto:coordinator@cban.ca"target="_self">coordina
tor@cban.ca</a>orleaveamessageat6132412267ext25(thisnumberwillnotbestaffeduntilAugust11).
Fax6132412506Ifyouhavequestions:YoucanalsocallAnnSlater,ChairoftheEcologicalFarmersofOnta
rioGECommittee519-349-
2448aslater@quadro.net</p><p>Thankyouforyouraction!</p><aname="eztoc3219_3"id="eztoc32
19_3"></a><h2>Stop"SmartStax"Eight-
TraitGECorn</h2><p>June28,2011:Germangroup<ahref="http://www.testbiotech.de/node/515"tar
get="_self">Testbiotechreleasedacriticalnewreport</a>thatexposesunstudiedquestionsinconfidenti
alindustrydocumentsfromMonsantoandDowAgroSciencesontheirgeneticallymodified(GM)eight-
traitcorncalled?SmartStax?,approvedinCanadain2009.TheGMSmartStaxcornproducessixdifferenti
nsecticidaltoxinsandistoleranttotwoherbicides.ItwasallowedontothemarketinCanadawithoutasafety
evaluationfromHealthCanada.</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-
embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/media/images/smartstax-traits2/7595-1-eng-
CA/SmartStax-
Traits_medium.jpg"width="200"height="205"style="border:0px;"alt="SmartStaxTraits"title="SmartS
taxTraits"/></p></div><divclass="attribute-
caption"style="width:200px"><p>Credit:Testbiotech</p></div></div></div></div><p>June28,2011-
PressRelease:<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/Report-Exposes-Unstudied-Risks-of-Monsanto-s-
Genetically-Modified-SmartStax-
Corn"target="_self">ReportExposesUnstudiedRisksofMonsanto'sGeneticallyModified"Smart
Stax"Corn:EUMemberStatecritiquesandleakedindustrydocumentsuncoversafetyquestions</a
></p><p>Backgrounders:</p><ul><li><ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-
and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Comments-from-European-Union-Member-States-on-SmartStax-
Corn"target="_self">SelectedCommentsfromEUMemberStatesandListingofStudiesRecommended
</a></li><li><ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/Selected-Comments-from-EU-Member-States-on-SmartStax-corn-risk-
assessment"target="_self">SummaryandBackgroundonSmartStaxcornandriskquestions,CBAN.</a
></li></ul><p>TelltheMinisterofHealthitsunacceptablethatHealthCanadadidnotassessthesafetyof'S
martStax'beforeitwasapproved.<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/Take-SmartStax-off-the-
Menu"target="_self">Clickheretosendyourinstantemailletter.</a></p><aname="eztoc3219_4"id="e
ztoc3219_4"></a><h2>ActionResources:</h2><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Take-SmartStax-off-the-
Menu"target="_self">Instantemailletter.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Postcards-to-Minister-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">PostcardstoprintandsendtotheMinister.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/
Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Info-and-Action-Flyer-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">FlyeronSmartStax</a>forprintingandfolding.</li><li><ahref="/Resources
/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Talking-
Points"target="_self">Talkingpoints</a>forcallingorwritingtheMinister.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/
Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Why-SmartStax-is-
Dumb2"target="_self">Factsheet:Why'SmartStax'isDumb</a><divclass="object-
right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Take-
SmartStax-off-the-Menu"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/topics/ge-
crops-and-foods-on-the-market/corn/smartstax-action-button-small/3867-1-eng-CA/SmartStax-
Action-Button-
small_medium.jpg"width="169"height="290"style="border:0px;"alt="SmartStaxActionButtonsmall"ti
tle="SmartStaxActionButtonsmall"/></a></p></div></div></div></div></li></ul><p>Background:He
althCanadadidnotassessthesafetyof?SmartStax?GMcorn.HealthCanadadoesnotclassify?SmartSta
x?asa?NovelFood?becauseithaspreviouslyapprovedtheeightsingleGMtraitsin?SmartStax?,individu
allyinearliercrops.HealthCanadasaysthatcombiningeightGMtraitstogetherdoesnotcreateanynewrisk
sanddoesnotneedanysafetyevaluation.HealthCanadadidnotevenbothertorubber-
stamp?SmartStax??itwasapprovedforreleasebytheCanadianFoodInspectionAgency,withoutHealth
Canada.</p><p>Summary:OnJuly15,2009<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Monsanto"target="_self">M
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onsanto</a>andDowAgroSciencesannouncedthattheyreceivedapprovaltointroducetheirneweight-
traitGMcorn'SmartStax'inCanadaandtheUS.ButHealthCanadadidnotassess'SmartStax'forhumanhe
althsafetyanddidnotevenbothertoauthorizeit.TheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencyauthorizedtheenvi
ronmentalreleaseof'SmartStax'butneverconductedanenvironmentalriskassessmentandactuallysub
stantiallyweakeneditsenvironmentalstewardshiprulesforthecrop.Becausetheeighttraitswerepreviou
slyapprovedinseparatecrops,Canadianregulatorsdonotseeanythingnewincombiningtheeighttogethe
r-
despitethefactthattheCodexinternationalfoodsafetyguidelinesthatCanadahelpedtonegotiateclearlyst
atethatstackedtraitscanleadtounintendedeffectsandshouldbesubjecttoafullsafetyassessment.</p><
aname="eztoc3220_1"id="eztoc3220_1"></a><h2>InformationResources:</h2><ul><li><ahref="h
ttp://www.alive.com/7556a20a2.php?current_topic=33"target="_self">ReadtheCBANarticleinAlive
Magazine.</a>February2010.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/CBAN-on-SmartStax-Western-
Producer"target="_self">CBANOpinion:Stackedtraitslackassessment</a>,WesternProducer,Octob
er15,2009.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/Monsanto-s-response-to-CBAN-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">Monsantoresponse:StackedTraitsgoodforgrowers</a>,WesternProducer
,November5,2009.</li><li>FullAnalysis:<ahref="http://rabble.ca/news/2009/09/why-did-
monsantos-latest-ge-foods-get-free-pass-
canada"target="_self">WhydidMonsanto'slatestfoodsgetafreepassfromHealthCanada?rabble.caart
icle</a></li><li><ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/No-Safety-Assessment-of-GE-Corn-by-Health-
Canada"target="_self">PressRelease:NoSafetyAssessmentofGECornbyHealthCanada:</a>Cana
daIgnoresInternationalFoodSafetyGuidelines.July29,2009.</li><li><ahref="/Press/Press-
Releases/CFIA-s-Irresponsible-Rubber-Stamping-of-New-GE-
Corn"target="_self">PressRelease:CFIA?sIrresponsibleRubber-
StampingofNewGeneticallyEngineeredCorn</a>Noenvironmentalriskassessment,andreducedenvir
onmentalstewardshiprequirementsfornewMonsanto/Dow?SmartStax?.July24,2009.</li><li><ahref
="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-to-Health-Canada-re-
SmartStax2"target="_self">CBANlettertoHealthCanada.July28,2009.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resour
ces/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/SmartStax-Genetic-Corn-Really-
Safe"target="_self">ResponsetoHealthCanada:?SmartStax?GeneticCornReallySafe?</a>Montrea
lGazette,CBANOpinionLetter,July30,2009.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-to-CFIA-re-SmartStax-Aug-3-
2009"target="_self">CBANlettertotheCanadianFoodInspectionAgency,August3,2009.</a></li><li>
<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Codex-
Guideline"target="_self">UNCodexGuidelinefortheConductofFoodSafetyAssessmentofFoodsDeriv
edfromRecombinant-DNAPlants.</a></li><li><ahref="/Features/Petition-Tabled-for-GE-Free-
Yukon/Briefing-Note-1-The-Inadequacies-and-Limitations-of-
Regulation"target="_self">CBANBriefingNoteonGEregulationinCanada.</a></li></ul><aname="ezt
oc3220_2"id="eztoc3220_2"></a><h2>FailureofGovernmentRegulation</h2><p>CBANdemandst
hat:</p><ul><li>HealthCanadaimmediatelyrequestthattheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencyr
escinditsauthorizationofthegeneticallymodified(GM)eight-
traitcorncalled?SmartStax?(MonsantoandDowAgroSciences)</li><li>HealthCanadainitiateafullfood
safetyassessmentoftheGMcornassetoutbytheCodexAlimentariusGuidelinefortheConductofFoodSaf
etyAssessmentofFoodsDerivedfromRecombinant-
DNAPlants.</li><li>HealthCanadarequesttheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencyhaltanyfurtherapprov
alsofstackedtraitproductsuntilHealthCanadahasrevieweditsNovelFoodsRegulationsandinitiatedasy
stem-
widereviewoftheentireregulatorysystemforGMfoodsandcrops("NovelFoods"and"Pl
antswithNovelTraits").</li></ul><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-
On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-to-Health-Canada-re-
SmartStax2"target="_self">ClickheretoreadthefullletterfromCBANtoHealthCanada.July28,2009.</a
></li><li>Readthe<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Minister-
of-Health-responds-to-CBAN-letter-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">MinisterofHealth'sresponse.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE
-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-to-CFIA-re-SmartStax-Aug-3-
2009"target="_self">ClickheretoreadCBAN'slettertotheCanadianFoodInspectionAgency,August3,2
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009.</a></li><li>Readthe<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/CFIA-response-to-CBAN-s-letter-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">CFIA'sresponsetoCBAN</a>.</li></ul><p>TheUNCodexguidelinesforG
Mfoodsafetyassessmentstatethat?unintendedeffectsinrecombinant-
DNAplantsmayalsoarisethroughtheinsertionofDNAsequencesan/ormayarisethroughsubsequentcon
ventionalbreedingoftherecombinant-
DNAplant.??(thisishowstackedtraitGEcropslike?SmartStax?areproduced?throughtheconve
ntionalbreedingorcrossingofGMplants)andthatsuchcropsshouldgothroughafullsafetyassessment(pa
ra14,CAC/GL45-
2003).</p><p>TheinternationalCodexAlimentarius<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Codex-
Guideline"target="_self">GuidelinefortheConductofFoodSafetyAssessmentofFoodsDerive
dfromRecombinant-
DNAPlants</a>clearlyrecommendssafetyassessmentsofstackedtraitGEcrops.TheGuideline
clearlystatesthatunintendedeffectscanarisenotonlyfromgeneticallyengineered(GE)plants,butcanals
oarisewhenthoseGEplantsarecrossedviaconventionalbreeding(asinthecaseofstacked-
traitcropssuchas?SmartStax?):?Unintendedeffectsinrecombinant-
DNAplantsmayalsoarisethroughtheinsertionofDNAsequencesan/ormayarisethroughsubsequentcon
ventionalbreedingoftherecombinant-DNAplant?[boldadded](para14,CAC/GL45-
2003).Furthermore,theGuidelinesalsostatethatsuchcropsshouldgothroughafullsafetyassessment:?
Theassessmentforunintendedeffectstakesintoaccounttheagronomic/phenotypiccharacteristicsofthe
plantthataretypicallyobservedbybreedersinselectingnewvarietiesforcommercialization.Theseobserv
ationsbybreedersprovideafirstscreenforplantsthatexhibitunintendedtraits.Newvarietiesthatpassthiss
creenaresubjectedtosafetyassessmentasdescribedinSections4and5?[boldadded](para17,C
AC/GL45-2003).</p>
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