
Corn
Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc3219_1"id="eztoc3219_1"></a><h2>Stop"Sma
rtStax"Eight-TraitGECorn<divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-
embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Take-
SmartStax-off-the-Menu"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/topics/ge-
crops-and-foods-on-the-market/corn/smartstax-action-button-small/3867-1-eng-CA/SmartStax-
Action-Button-
small_medium.jpg"width="169"height="290"style="border:0px;"alt="SmartStaxActionButtonsmall"ti
tle="SmartStaxActionButtonsmall"/></a></p></div></div></div></div></h2><p>TelltheMinisterofH
ealth:ItsunacceptablethatHealthCanadadidnotassessthesafetyof'SmartStax'beforeitwasapp
rovedbyourgovernment.<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/Take-SmartStax-off-the-
Menu"target="_self">Clickheretosendyourinstantemaillettter.</a></p><p>February2010:<ahref="ht
tp://www.alive.com/7556a20a2.php?current_topic=33"target="_self">Readthismonth'sarticleinAliv
eMagazine.</a></p><p>November2009.<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-
the-Market/Corn/CBAN-on-SmartStax-Western-
Producer"target="_self">MonsantorespondstoCBAN'sopinionpiece</a>onSmartStaxintheWestern
Producerfarmnewspaper.</p><aname="eztoc3219_2"id="eztoc3219_2"></a><h2>ActionResourc
es:</h2><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Take-
SmartStax-off-the-
Menu"target="_self">Instantemailletter.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Postcards-to-Minister-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">PostcardstoprintandsendtotheMinister.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/
Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Info-and-Action-Flyer-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">FlyeronSmartStax</a>forprintingandfolding.<br/></li><li><ahref="/Reso
urces/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Talking-
Points"target="_self">Talkingpoints</a>forcallingorwritingtheMinister.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/
Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Why-SmartStax-is-
Dumb2"target="_self">Factsheet:Why'SmartStax'isDumb</a></li></ul><p>Scrolldownforinformati
onresources.</p><p>Background:HealthCanadadidnotassessthesafetyof?SmartStax?GMc
orn.HealthCanadadoesnotclassify?SmartStax?asa?NovelFood?becauseithasalreadyapprovedthe
eightsingleGMtraitsthatarein?SmartStax?individuallyinearliercrops.HealthCanadasaysthatcombinin
geightGMtraitstogetherinonefooddoesnotcreateanynewrisksanddoesnotneedanysafetyevaluation.
HealthCanadadidnotevenbothertorubber-
stamp?SmartStax??itwasapprovedforreleasebytheCanadianFoodInspectionAgency,withoutHealth
Canada.</p><p>Summary:OnJuly15,2009<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Monsanto"target="_self">M
onsanto</a>andDowAgroSciencesannouncedthattheyreceivedapprovaltointroducetheirneweight-
traitGEcorn'SmartStax'intoCanadaandtheUS.ButHealthCanadadidnotassess'SmartStax'for
humanhealthsafetyanddidnotevenbothertoauthorizeit.TheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencyauthoriz
edtheenvironmentalreleaseof'SmartStax'butneverconductedanenvironmentalriskassessmentandac
tuallysubstantiallyweakeneditsenvironmentalstewardshiprulesforthecrop.Becausetheeighttraitshav
epreviouslybeenapprovedinseparatecrops,Canadianregulatorsdonotseeanythingnewincombiningth
eeighttogetherinonecrop-
despitethefactthattheCodexinternationalfoodsafetyguidelinesthatCanadahelpedtonegotiateclearlyst
atethatstackedtraitscanleadtounintendedeffectsandshouldbesubjecttoafullsafetyassessment.</p><
p>TheCodexguidelinessay?unintendedeffectsinrecombinant-
DNAplantsmayalsoarisethroughtheinsertionofDNAsequencesan/ormayarisethroughsubsequentcon
ventionalbreedingoftherecombinant-
DNAplant.??(thisishowstackedtraitGEcropslike?SmartStax?areproduced?throughtheconve
ntionalbreedingorcrossingofGEplants)andthatsuchcropsshouldgothroughafullsafetyassessment(pa
ra14,CAC/GL45-
2003).Seebelowforfurtherdetails.</p><aname="eztoc3220_1"id="eztoc3220_1"></a><h2>Informat
ionResources:</h2><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/CBAN-on-SmartStax-Western-
Producer"target="_self">CBANOpinion:Stackedtraitslackassessment</a>,WesternProducer,Octob
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er15,2009.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/Monsanto-s-response-to-CBAN-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">Monsantoresponse:StackedTraitsgoodforgrowers</a>,WesternProducer
,November5,2009.</li><li>FullAnalysis:<ahref="http://rabble.ca/news/2009/09/why-did-
monsantos-latest-ge-foods-get-free-pass-
canada"target="_self">WhydidMonsanto'slatestfoodsgetafreepassfromHealthCanada?rabble.caart
icle</a></li><li><ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/No-Safety-Assessment-of-GE-Corn-by-Health-
Canada"target="_self">PressRelease:NoSafetyAssessmentofGECornbyHealthCanada:</a>Cana
daIgnoresInternationalFoodSafetyGuidelines.July29,2009.</li><li><ahref="/Press/Press-
Releases/CFIA-s-Irresponsible-Rubber-Stamping-of-New-GE-
Corn"target="_self">PressRelease:CFIA?sIrresponsibleRubber-
StampingofNewGeneticallyEngineeredCorn</a>Noenvironmentalriskassessment,andreducedenvir
onmentalstewardshiprequirementsfornewMonsanto/Dow?SmartStax?.July24,2009.</li><li><ahref
="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-to-Health-Canada-re-
SmartStax2"target="_self">CBANlettertoHealthCanada.July28,2009.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resour
ces/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/SmartStax-Genetic-Corn-Really-
Safe"target="_self">ResponsetoHealthCanada:?SmartStax?GeneticCornReallySafe?</a>Montrea
lGazette,CBANOpinionLetter,July30,2009.</li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-to-CFIA-re-SmartStax-Aug-3-
2009"target="_self">CBANlettertotheCanadianFoodInspectionAgency,August3,2009.</a></li><li>
<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Codex-
Guideline"target="_self">UNCodexGuidelinefortheConductofFoodSafetyAssessmentofFoodsDeriv
edfromRecombinant-DNAPlants.</a></li><li><ahref="/Features/Petition-Tabled-for-GE-Free-
Yukon/Briefing-Note-1-The-Inadequacies-and-Limitations-of-
Regulation"target="_self">CBANBriefingNoteonGEregulationinCanada.</a></li></ul><p>CBANha
swrittentoHealthCanadatodemandthat:</p><ul><li>HealthCanadaimmediatelyrequestthatth
eCanadianFoodInspectionAgencytorescinditsauthorizationofthegeneticallyengineered(GE)eight-
traitcorncalled?SmartStax?(MonsantoandDowAgroSciences)</li><li>HealthCanadainitiateafullfood
safetyassessmentoftheGEcornassetoutbytheCodexAlimentariusGuidelinefortheConductofFoodSaf
etyAssessmentofFoodsDerivedfromRecombinant-
DNAPlants.</li><li>HealthCanadarequesttheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencytohaltanyfurtherappr
ovalsofstackedtraitproductsuntilsuchtimeasHealthCanadahasrevieweditsNovelFoodsRegulationsa
ndinitiatedasystem-
widereviewoftheentireregulatorysystemforGEfoodsandcrops(NovelFoodsandPlantswithNovelTraits
).</li></ul><ul><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-
to-Health-Canada-re-
SmartStax2"target="_self">ClickheretoreadthefullletterfromCBANtoHealthCanada.July28,2009.</a
></li><li>Readthe<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Minister-
of-Health-responds-to-CBAN-letter-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">MinisterofHealth'sresponse.</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE
-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-to-CFIA-re-SmartStax-Aug-3-
2009"target="_self">ClickheretoreadtheCBANlettertotheCanadianFoodInspectionAgency,August3,
2009.</a></li><li>Readthe<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-
Market/Corn/CFIA-response-to-CBAN-s-letter-on-
SmartStax"target="_self">CFIA'sresponse</a>.</li></ul><p>Details:TheinternationalCodexAlimen
tarius<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/Codex-
Guideline"target="_self">GuidelinefortheConductofFoodSafetyAssessmentofFoodsDerive
dfromRecombinant-
DNAPlants</a>clearlyrecommendssafetyassessmentsofstackedtraitGEcrops.TheGuideline
clearlystatesthatunintendedeffectscanarisenotonlyfromgeneticallyengineered(GE)plants,butcanals
oarisewhenthoseGEplantsarecrossedviaconventionalbreeding(asinthecaseofstacked-
traitcropssuchas?SmartStax?):?Unintendedeffectsinrecombinant-
DNAplantsmayalsoarisethroughtheinsertionofDNAsequencesan/ormayarisethroughsubsequentcon
ventionalbreedingoftherecombinant-DNAplant?[boldadded](para14,CAC/GL45-
2003).Furthermore,theGuidelinesalsostatethatsuchcropsshouldgothroughafullsafetyassessment:?
Theassessmentforunintendedeffectstakesintoaccounttheagronomic/phenotypiccharacteristicsofthe
plantthataretypicallyobservedbybreedersinselectingnewvarietiesforcommercialization.Theseobserv
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ationsbybreedersprovideafirstscreenforplantsthatexhibitunintendedtraits.Newvarietiesthatpassthiss
creenaresubjectedtosafetyassessmentasdescribedinSections4and5?[boldadded](para17,C
AC/GL45-2003).</p>
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