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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc3250_1"id="eztoc3250_1"></a><h2>PotatoIII?Monsa
nto1</h2><p>March2010:GermanchemicalgiantBASFhaswonapprovalfromtheEuropeanCo
mmissionforcommercialgrowingofaGMstarchypotatoforproductionintopotatostarchforindustrialuse.
Oncethestarchhasbeenremoved,theskinscanalsobefedtolivestock.FarmsinGermany,Sweden,theN
etherlandsandtheCzechRepublicmayplantthepotato.BASFfoughta13-
yearbattletowinapprovalfortheGMpotatocalled"Amflora"."Notonlyareweagainstthis
decision,butwewanttounderscorethatwewillnotallowthequestioningofmemberstates'sovereigntyonth
ismatter,"saidItaly'sAgricultureMinister,LucaZaia.Austriasaiditwouldbancultivationofthepotato
withinitsborders,whileFrancesaiditwouldaskanexpertpanelforfurtherresearch.</p><p>Worldpotatoc
entreofdiversitybansGE:InJune2010,thePeruvianCongressannouncedatenyearmoratoriumo
nthecultivationofGEcrops.In2007,theCuscoregioninPerudeclaredabanonthegrowing,sale,useandtra
nsportofgeneticallyengineeredpotatoesinrecognitionofthehistorical,cultural,socialandeconomicimpo
rtanceofthepotatototheregion.TheAndeanregion,whichincludesPeru,isthecenteroforiginforthepotato
.</p><p>VictoryforthePotato!October2009:SouthAfrica?sGMbody,theExecutiveCouncil(EC),hasrej
ectedattemptsbytheAgricultureResearchCouncil(ARC)tobringGMpotatoesontothemarket.TheECcit
ednolessthan11biosafetyandsocioeconomicandagronomicconcernsforrejectingARC?scommercialr
eleaseapplication.Itsfiveyearfieldtrialprogrammehaschewedupconsiderablepublicfundsaswellashav
ingbeenbankrolledbyUSAIDandMichiganStateUniversity.<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-
and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Potato/Letter-from-CBAN-to-the-South-African-government-re-Bt-
potatoes"target="_self">ClickheretoreadtheletterfromCBANtotheSouthAfricangoverment,Aug29,20
08.</a></p><p>MonsantowithdrewitsGEPotatoesinNorthAmerica2005:Monsanto'sgeneticallyengin
eeredinsectresistant(Bt)potatoeswereapprovedinCanadabackin1996butconsumersrejectedtheman
dtheyarenolongersoldanywhereintheworld.<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-
on-the-Market/Potato/One-Potato-Two-Potato-Five-Potato-
None"target="_self">ClickhereforthefullstoryofwhathappenedtoMonsanto?spotatoesinCanada.</a
></p><aname="eztoc3251_1"id="eztoc3251_1"></a><h2>PotatoWatchWarnings!</h2><p>TheIn
digenousCoalitionAgainstBiopiracyintheAndeshaslaunchedaprotestagainstSyngentacorporation?s
planstocommercialise?terminatortechnology?potatoes.TheCoalitionsaysthatTerminatorpotatoeswo
uldthreatenmorethan3,000localpotatovarietiesthatformthebasisoflivelihoodsandcultureformillionsof
poorpeopleintheregion.SyngentahasbeengrantedterminatorpotatopatentsinAustraliaandRussiaand
hasappliedforsimilarpatentsinEurope,Brazil,Canada,China,EgyptandPoland.<ahref="/Resou
rces/Topics/Terminator-
Technology"target="_self">TakeactionwithustobanTerminatortechnologyinCanada.</a></p>
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