
U.S. Court Defeats Monsanto?s Genetically
Modified Alfalfa, For Now

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Monsanto?sPlansinCanadaLikelyDelayed</p><p>July2,2009:AU
.S.appealscourthasrejectedanappealbyMonsantotooverturnarulingthatprohibitsplantingsofgenetical
lymodified(GM)alfalfainthecountryuntiltheU.S.DepartmentofAgriculture(USDA)completesanEnviron
mentalImpactStatement.</p><p>MonsantoandForageGeneticslosttheirappealoftheMay2007decisi
onofDistrictJudgeCharlesBreyerofSanFranciscowhowarnedthatMonsanto?sGMalfalfawouldcontam
inateconventionalandorganicalfalfa.HeorderedtheUSDAtoconductafullEnvironmentalImpactStatem
entbeforeanyGMalfalfacouldbelegallyplanted.</p><p>?Monsanto?splansforGMalfalfaaredelayedin
Canadanowbecauseofthisruling,?saidArnoldTayloroftheSaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate,?But,jus
tlikeweseewithGMwheat,MonsantowillnotgiveupandweneedtostopGMalfalfa.GMalfalfaisamajorthre
attotheorganicsector.?</p><p><ahref="/Resources"target="_self">86groupsfromacrossCanadaen
dorsethe?NotoGMOAlfalfaCampaign?</a>whichwasinitiatedbytheSaskatchewanOrganicDirectorat
eandtheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.</p><p>In2005theCanadiangovernmentapproved
Monsanto?sGMherbicidetolerantalfalfabutthecompanycannotselltheseedsuntilitreceivesVarietyReg
istrationinCanada.MonsantohasnotyetappliedforthisVarietyRegistrationandisunlikelytodosowhileth
eUScourtsprohibitplantingsinthatcountry.</p><p>?TheCanadianGovernmentmustrefuseanyreques
tfromMonsantoforvarietyregistrationofGMalfalfa,?saidLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiote
chnologyActionNetwork,?TheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencyshouldreevaluatetheirapprovalofGM
alfalfaastherisksofcontaminationaresograve.?</p><p>?Thisisagreatvictoryforfarmersanddemocrac
yoverMonsanto?stacticstoforcegeneticallymodifiedcrops,?saidTerryBoehm,Vice-
PresidentoftheNationalFarmersUnion,?GMcropsarethreateningfarmers?marketsinCanadaandtheU
Sbutourgovernmentsareignoringthesecriticalconcerns.?</p><p>TheinitialsuitagainstGMalfalfainthe
USwasbroughtbythe<ahref="http://www.centerforfoodsafety.org"target="_self">CenterforFoodSafe
ty</a>andfiledinFebruary2006withtheDakotaResourceCouncil,WesternOrganizationofResourceCo
uncils,NationalFamilyFarmCoalition,SierraClub,BeyondPesticides,CornucopiaInstitute,TraskFamily
SeedsandGeertsonSeedFarms.</p><p>-30-
</p><p>Formoreinformation:ArnoldTaylor,SaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate,cell:306-241-
6126or306-252-
2783;TerryBoehm,NationalFarmersUnion,Canada3062552880;LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnolo
gyActionNetwork,6132412267ext5.Seewww.cban.ca/pressorwww.cban.ca/NoGMOalfalfa</p>
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