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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc3585 1"id="eztoc3585_ 1"></a><h2>Canada-
EuropeTradeDeal(CETA)AttacksSeeds,Farmers,FoodSovereignty</h2><p>CBANhasjoinedthe<a
href="http://www.tradejustice.ca"target="_self">TradeJusticeNetwork</a>totakeaction.CBANsuppo
rtsTheNationalFarmersUnion'snewcampaigntostopCETA.</p><ul><li><ahref="http://www.commo
nground.caliss/232/cg232_tradeagreement.shtml"target="_self">TradeagreementwithEuropethrea
tensCanada?sfarmers</a>,byTerryBoehm,President,NationalFarmersUnion,CommonGroundMag
azine,Nov2010.</li><li><ahref="http://www.youtube.com/user/CAWMedia?feature=mhum"target="
_self">VideoPrimeronCETAfromtheCanadianAutoWorkers</a></li></ul><aname="eztoc3585_2"id
="eztoc3585_ 2"></a><h2>TakeAction</h2><ol><li>YoucanwritetoTheHonourablePeterVanLoan,
MinisterofinternationalTrade:<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Trade/Stop-CETA-s-attack-on-the-right-
to-save-
seed"target="_self">Justclickheretosendyourletterinstantly!</a></li><li><ahref="/Resources/Topic
s/Trade/Petition-to-stop-
CETA"target="_self">Downloadthepetition</a></li></ol><aname="eztoc3585 3"id="eztoc3585 3"
></a><h2>WhatisCETA?</h2><p>TheCanada-EUTradeAgreement(CETA)-
thetradeagreementnowbeingnegotiatedbetweenCanadaandtheEuropeanCommissionwillimpacton
allaspectsofourlives. Theproposedagreementwilljieopardizetheabilityofgovernmentsatalllevelstoproc
uregoodsandservicesthatfavourinanywaylocalbusinessesthereby,forexample,destroyingarrangeme
ntsthatspecificallysourcelocalfood.FurtherthisagreementiscallingfortheinclusionofUPOV9Zladraconi
anformofPlantBreedersRightslegislationthatwilleffectivelyeliminateafarmer?sorcitizen?sabilitytosav
e,reuse,exchangeandsellseed.Thisagreementisalsocallingfortheinclusionofenforcementprocedures
toupholdintellectualpropertyrightsthatwouldallowforthejudicialprecautionaryseizureofmovableandim
movableproperty,andthefreezingofbankaccountsoftheallegedinfringer.Afarmercouldseehis/herhom
e,land,equipment,andcropsseizedandhavebankaccountsfrozenforbeingaccusedofusingsee
d(includingtheirown)thathasagenepatentorotherformofintellectualpropertyattachedtoit.This
agreementislikelytohaveverynegativeimpactsonourCanadiansupplymanagementsystemsfordairy,p
oultryandeggfarmersaswellastheCanadianWheatBoard.</p><p>TheCanada-
EUTradeAgreement(CETA)isalreadybeingnegotiated! OnMay6,2009,PrimeMinisterStephenH
arperlaunchednegotiationswithEuropetowardaComprehensiveEconomicandTradeAgreementthatwi
llgobeyondNAFTAinwaysthatthreatenpublicservicesandlocaldemocracyinCanada.OnApril19,2010,t
heTradeJusticeNetworkleakedthedraftconsolidatedtextoftheagreementtostartapublicdebateontheef
fecttheagreementwouldhaveonanumberofpublicpolicyareasinCanada.</p><p>Europeancompanie
sseeCanada'spublicservices,includingwatertreatment,transportation,energyandevenhealthcare,asr
ipeforprivatization.EuropehasalreadyrequestedthatGMOsbeexemptfromthetradeagreementbuttheri
ghtsoffarmerstosaveseedareunderdirectattackfromtheagreement. CETAwouldputpowerfulnewtoolsi
ntothehandsofthebiotechcorporations.</p><aname="eztoc3585 4"id="eztoc3585 4"></a><h2>Ho
wwill CETAaffectfarmers?</h2><p>NationalFarmersUnion(NFU)President, TerryBoehm,warnsthisa
greementwillfurtherintensifyCanada'sfarmincomecrisis."TheCETAwouldmeanmanychanges,
butnonemorenegativethanitseffecttoextinguishfarmers'rightstosaveandre-
useseeds,"statesBoehm.</p><p>Fromthe<ahref="http://www.nfu.ca"target="_self">National
FarmersUnion</a>:</p><p>Agricultureisacriticaleconomicsectorthatwillbeseverelyaffectedbythepr
oposedtradeagreementwithEurope.Thetradedealwillconcentrateevenmorepowerinthehandsofcorpo
rations,attheexpenseoffarmersandfoodsovereignty.</p><p>CorporationsGetPowerfulNewToolstoC
ontrolSeeds</p><p>Thetradedealwouldgivebiotech,pharmaceutical,pesticide,seed,andgrai
ncompaniespowerfulnewtoolstoforcefarmerstobuyseedsathighprices,oncorporateterms.ltwouldgive
corporationsevenmorepowertoultimatelydecidewhofarmsandhow.</p><p>EliminatetheRighttoSave
Seed?</p><p>Thetradedealwouldalmostentirelyeliminatetherightsoffarmerstosave,reusean
dsellseed</p><p>PlantvarietiescanbeprotectedasintellectualpropertythroughPlantBreedersRightsa
swellaspatentsongenes.Thetradedealwouldgiverightsholdersanunprecedenteddegreeofcontrolover
seedsandfarmingbycommittingCanadatoadoptUPOV'91,thedraconian1991versionofThelnternation
alConventionfortheProtectionofNewPlantVarieties. TheinclusionofUPOV'9linthedealiscompletelyun
necessaryandisexcessivelyharmfultoCanadianfarmers.Seedbreederswouldhavetherighttocollectro
yaltiesonseedatanypointinthefoodchain!</p><p>Thedraftofthetradedealalsosaysthatbiotechcorpora
tionscouldseizethecrops,equipment,andfarms-andfreezethebankaccounts-
offarmerswhoaredeemedpatentinfringers,likefarmerswhofindunwantedcontaminationintheirfields.</
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p><p>EndSupplyManagement?</p><p>ThedealwouldcommitCanadatoreducingoreliminatingagric
ulturalsubsidiesandothergovernmentsupportstofarmersovertime.Supplymanagementsystemsthath
aveallowedfarmersinthedairy,poultry,andeggsectorstoearnadecentlivingareunderattack. TheCanadi
anWheatBoard(afarmercontrolledgrainmarketer)isverylikelyunderalsothreat.</p><p><ahref="/Reso
urces/Topics/Trade/Secret-draft-text-Intellectual-Property-
Chapter"target="_self">ClickheretodownloadthefulldraftchapteronintellectualProperty.</a></p><an
ame="eztoc3585 5"id="eztoc3585 5"></a><h2>OtherTradeNews</h2><p>November2009:Conta
minationcrisisdeepensasreported<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Flax"target="_self">GMflaxcontaminationfromCanada</a>continuestobefound.Canadianfla
xfarmersfacedepressedpricesandtheirEuropeanmarketisclosed.</p><p>October22,2009.PressRel
ease:<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/Trade-with-
Canada"target="_self">EuropeanConsumersWarnedthatTradeDealwithCanadacouldbeusedtoWe
akenGMORegulations</a></p><p>July20,2009.PressRelease:<ahref="/Press/Press-
Releases/Canada-capitulates-and-abandons-fight-with-Europe-at-the-
WTO"target="_self">GeneticallyModifiedFood:CanadacapitulatesandabandonsfightwithEuropeatth
eWTO</a>.</p><p>CanadaandEuropehavesignedabilateralsettlementwhichendsCanada'sdispute
withtheEUattheWorldTradeOrganization(WTO)overgeneticallymodifiedfoods-
thisleavestheUSandArgentinaaloneintheirWW TOdisputewithEuropeoverGMfoodandrequiresCanadat
omeetwithEUofficialstwiceyearlytodiscussGMissues.</p><p>TheCanadianGovernmentistryingtosp
inthisnewagreementasimprovingmarketaccessforGMcropsinEurope,butthisaccessalreadyexistsan
dtheobstacleforCanadianfoodexportstoEuropeiscontinuedconsumerrejection.AccordingtoMonsant
0,byMarchofthisyear,theEuropeanCommissionhadalreadyapprovedalloftheGMseedscurrentlyusedi
nCanada.</p><p>April21,2010-
PressRelease,NationalFarmersUnion:<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Trade/NFU-Canada-
Europe-Free-Trade-Agreement"target="_self">SecretTextofCanada-
EUTradeDealReleased:Theagreementmaybethelargestsingleissueonfarm-
policyhorizon</a></p><p><ahref="http://www.youtube.com/TradeJusticeNetwork"target="_self">S
eetheNationalFarmersUnionandotherunionsdiscusstheimpactsonYouTube.</a></p><p>Clickheref
orbackgroundinformation:<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Trade/Background-Information-on-Canada-
s-WTO-Dispute-with-Europe-over-
GMOs"target="_self">CBANBriefing:WTOdisputeoverGeneticallyModifiedOrganisms:Canada,Aust
ralia,USvsEuropeanUnion,July20,2009</a></p><p>Summary</p><p>0OnMay13,2003,Canadafiled
acomplaint,intandemwithcomplaintsfiledbyAustraliaandtheUS, totheWorldTradeOrganization(WTO)
DisputeSettlementBodyregardingEuropeanCommissiondelaysinapprovingGMOs.</p><p>Canada,
USandArgentinaallegedthattheEUhadputinplaceadefactomoratoriumonGMapprovalsandthattheyha
d:<br/>?RefusedtogivetheapprovaltoanumberofnewGMfoods,<br/>?Stoppedprocessingapplication
sfornewGMOs,<br/>?NottakenactiontostopEUmemberstateshanningGMproducts.</p><p>In2006,
WTOdisputepanelsruledthattheEUhadputinplaceanillegalmoratorium.CanadaandtheEUcontinueddi
scussionsastheEUrequestedmoretimetoaddresstheoutcomeoftheWTOruling.</p><p>EuropeanUni
onMemberStatesareclashingwiththeEuropeanCommissionovertheapprovalofGMOs.TheEuropean
Commissionhasapproved21newGMcropssincetheWTOdisputewasfiledin2003,whileEuropeancount
riescontinuetobansomeGMcrops.AccordingtoMonsanto,asofMarchof2009,theEuropeanCommissio
nhadactuallyapprovedthelastoftheGMseedsusedinCanada.YetsixEuropeanUnionmemberstatesha
vebannedthecultivationofMonsanto?sGMcornMON810</p><p>Clickheretoread<ahref="http://w01.i
nternational.gc.ca/minpub/publication.aspx?publication_id=387393&lang=eng&docnum
=195"target="_self">CanadianGovernmentPressReleaseJuly15</a></p><p>Clickheretoreadthe<a
href="http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=1P/09/1142&format=HTML"t
arget="_self">EuropeanUnionPressReleaseJulyl5.</a></p>
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