CFIA s Irresponsible Rubber-Stamping of
New Genetically Engineered Corn
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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Noenvironmentalriskassessment,andreducedenvironmentalstew
ardshiprequirementsfornewMonsanto/Dow?SmartStax?</p><p>Ottawa,Friday,July24,2009.Farme
randenvironmentalgroupsintheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)arewarningofseverald
angerousconsequencesofCanada?sapprovalofMonsantoandDow?sneweight-
trait?SmartStax?geneticallyengineered(GE,alsocalledgeneticmodificationorGM)corn,indicatingafurt
herweakeningofregulationsofenvironmentalrisk.</p><p>ThenewlyapprovedGEcornisuniqueinthatit
stackseightdifferentGEtraits-forherbicide-tolerance(Roundupandglufosinate)andinsect-
resistance(Bt)?together,traitsthathavealreadybeenindividuallyapprovedandareavailableonthemark
et.ThenewGEcornwasdevelopedthrougharesearchagreementbetweenMonsantoandDowAgroScien
ces.</p><p>Normally,theCanadianFoodInspectionAgency(CFIA)publishes?DecisionDocuments?t
hatsummarizeapprovaldecisions,butthereisnosuchsummaryofthedecisiontoapprove?SmartStax?.?
You?dthinkthatacombinationofeightGEtraitswouldtriggeranenvironmentalassessmentbutthe CFIAh
asnopublicrecordoftheirevaluation. Thisseemstoconfirmthatthecornby-
passedexistingscientificassessmentprocessesthathavealreadybeenjudgedinsufficientbythe2001Ro
yalSocietyofCanadaPanel,?saidLucySharratt,CoordinatorofCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.
TheCFlAfailedtoexplaintheirdecisionnottorequireenvironmentalriskassessmentsfor?SmartStax?.</
p><p>TheCFlAalsofailedtoprovidearationalefortheirdecisiontoreduceenvironmentalstewardshipreq
uirements.Inapprovingthiscorn,theCFIAsubstantiallyreducedtheactionsthatfarmersarerequiredtotak
etowardsthegoalofdelayingtheevolutionofinsectresistancetopesticideslikeBt.(1) TheCFlAhasreduce
dtherefugearearequirementsfrom20%to5%forgrowing?SmartStax?corn.FarmerswhogrowGEinsect
resistant(Bt)cornarerequiredtosetasidea20%refugeareawithinone-

quartermileofanyBtfield. Therefugeisanareaplantedwithnon-
BtcorninordertodelaytheevolutionofinsectresistancetoBt.?NotonlyhasCFIAfailedtoevaluatetheenvir
onmentalrisksofthiseight-
traitGEcorn,ithasalsodramaticallyreducedoneofitsonlyenvironmentalrequirementsinthefield, ?saidS
harratt.</p><p>?Insectresistanceisinevitable,it?sjustamatteroftimeandthereductionofrefugeforthisn
ewGEcornwillsimplyspeedthisevolution,?saidEricDarier,anAgriculturecampaignerforGreenpeaceC
anada.</p><p>TheCFlAhasstatedthatitwillreviewitsdecisiontocuttherefugeareain2013basedoninfor
mationprovidedbyMonsantoandDow.?It?salsoextremelydisturbingtolearnthatthe CFlAisrelyingonMo
nsantoandDowtomonitorthesuccessorfailureofreducedenvironmentalstewardship.It?slikeputtingthe
wolfinchargeofthesheep?swelfare?,saidDarier.</p><p>?We?reconcernedthatthe CFlAisabandonin
grefugesbecausetheyforeseeBtisalreadyonthevergeofresistance,?saidMaureenBostock,anorganicf
armerfromBaldersonOntarioandBoardMemberoftheEcologicalFarmersAssociationofOntario. Topica
lapplicationsofBt,abeneficialmicroorganism,toinsectpestsonhorticulturalcropsisacommonpracticefor
organicfarmers.?0Organicfarmershavewarnedsincethebeginningthatwecouldlosethisusefultoolifinse
ctresistanceweretobuildup.What?stheCFIA?sbasisforreducingtherefugearea?Surelyourgovernmen
thasconsideredtheconsequencesforfarmersoverthelongterm??askedBostock.</p><p>TheCFlAand
theUSDepartmentofAgricultureapproved?SmartStax?atthesametimeandbothagreedtothenewlyred
ucedrefugeareas.?ThesynchronizedapprovalofthisGEcornbytheCanadianandUSgovernmentsisada
ngeroussignofincreasedharmonizationaboveanyotherenvironmentalorsocialconsiderations,?conclu
dedStuartTrew,tradecampaignerattheCouncilofCanadians.</p><p>-30-
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sis)isanaturallyoccurringsoilborneorganismthatcanbeusedtopicallybyorganicfarmerstocontrolpests.
ThegenesfromBthavebeengeneticallyengineeredintocorntomaketheplantactasapesticide.Becausei
nsectsevolvequickly,theyareexpectedtodevelopresistancetoBt,makingthispestcontroloptionuseless.
</p>
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