L etter to Health Canada re: 'SmartStax’

Author: Lucy Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-
On-the-Market/Corn/Letter-to-Health-Canada-re-
SmartStax"target="_self">Clickheretodownloadthepdf</a></p><p>MeenaBallantyne<br/>Assistant
DeputyMinister<br/>FoodandHealthProductsBranch<br/>HealthCanada</p><p>Cc:Hon.GerryRitz,
MinisterofAgricultureandAgri-
Food;Hon.LeonaAglukkaq,MinisterofHealth;Hon.StockwellDay,Ministerofinternational Trade</p><p
>RE:Lackoffoodsafetyassessmentfor?SmartStax?eight-
traitGEcornandrequesttorescindauthorization</p><p>July28,2009</p><p>DearMs.Ballantyne,</p>
<p>WearewritingtorequestthatHealthCanadaimmediatelyrequestthattheCanadianFoodInspectionA
gencyrescinditsauthorizationofthegeneticallyengineered(GE)eight-
traitcorncalled?SmartStax?(MonsantoandDowAgroSciences)andthatHealthCanadainitiateafullfood
safetyassessmentoftheGEcornassetoutbytheCodexAlimentariusGuidelinefortheConductofFoodSaf
etyAssessmentofFoodsDerivedfromRecombinant-
DNAPIlants.</p><p>WealsorequestthatHealthCanadarequesttheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencyt
ohaltanyfurtherapprovalsofstackedtraitproductsuntilsuchtimeasHealthCanadahasrevieweditsNovel
FoodsRegulationsandinitiatedasystem-
widereviewoftheentireregulatorysystemforGEfoodsandcrops(NovelFoodsandPlantswithNovelTraits
).</p><p>HealthCanadahasnotassessedthesafetyof?SmartStax?andhasnotissuedformalauthorizat
ionforintroductionofthisGEfood.</p><p>TheinternationalCodexAlimentariusGuidelinefortheConduct
ofFoodSafetyAssessmentofFoodsDerivedfromRecombinant-
DNAPIantsclearlyrecommendssafetyassessmentsofstackedtraitGEcrops.TheGuidelineclearlystate
sthatunintendedeffectscanarisenotonlyfromgeneticallyengineered(GE)plants,butcanalsoarisewhent
hoseGEplantsarecrossedviaconventionalbreeding(asinthecaseofstacked-
traitcropssuchas?SmartStax?):?Unintendedeffectsinrecombinant-
DNAplantsmayalsoarisethroughtheinsertionofDNAsequencesan/ormayarisethroughsubsequentcon
ventionalbreedingoftherecombinant-DNAplant?[boldadded](paral4,CAC/GLA45-
2003).Furthermore,theGuidelinesalsostatethatsuchcropsshouldgothroughafullsafetyassessment:?
Theassessmentforunintendedeffectstakesintoaccounttheagronomic/phenotypiccharacteristicsofthe
plantthataretypicallyobservedbybreedersinselectingnewvarietiesforcommercialization. Theseobserv
ationsbybreedersprovideafirstscreenforplantsthatexhibitunintendedtraits.Newvarietiesthatpassthiss
creenaresubjectedtosafetyassessmentasdescribedinSections4and5?[boldadded](paral7,C
AC/GL45-
2003).</p><p>WeareextremelyconcernedthatHealthCanadadidnotconductanyfoodsafetyassessme
ntof?SmartStax?andthattheregulatorysystemisnotequippedtoidentifytheriskpotentialsofnewGEfood
sandcropssuchasthisstacked-
traitcorn.</p><p>Welookforwardtoyourpromptresponse.</p><p>Sincerely,</p><p>LucySharratt<b
r/>Coordinator<br/>CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork</p>
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