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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>CanadaIgnoresInternationalFoodSafetyGuidelines</p><p>Ottaw
a,WednesdayJuly29,2009.TodaytheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)demandedthatt
hefederalgovernmentimmediatelywithdrawauthorizationfor?SmartStax,?ageneticallyengineered(G
E),eight-
traitcorn,untilHealthCanadaundertakesexhaustiveandindependenttests.</p><p>CBANmadethede
mandafterlearningthatHealthCanadahasnotassessedthehumanhealthsafetyof?SmartStax?.Safetya
ssessmentofmulti-
traitcropsispartoftheguidelinesadoptedbytheCodexAlimentarius?aUnitedNationsbodythatdevelopsf
ood-
safetyguidelinesrecognizedbytheWorldTradeOrganization(WTO)andusedtosettletradedisputes.</p
><p>?SmartStax,?amulti-herbicidetolerantandmulti-insecticide-
producingcorndevelopedbyMonsantoandDowAgroSciences,hasbeenauthorizedbytheCanadianFoo
dInspectionAgencybutnotbyHealthCanada.</p><p>?HealthCanadadidnotconductorrequireanytesti
ngforthisneweight-
traitGEcornanddidnotevenofficiallyauthorizeitforreleaseintothefoodsystem,?saidLucySharratt,CBA
N?sCoordinator.?HealthCanadahasentirelyabdicateditsresponsibilityandjustshruggedoffthepotenti
alhealthrisksofeatingeightGEtraitsinonecornflake.?</p><p>?CombiningmanyGEtraitstogethercangi
verisetounintendedeffectswhichcouldadverselyaffecthealth,suchascreatingnewallergiesortoxins,or
exacerbatingexistingallergies,?saidDr.MichaelHansenoftheConsumersUnionintheUS,aleadingglob
alexpertonthepotentialhealthrisksofGE.</p><p>?ThisGEcropshouldhavegonethroughanewsafetya
ssessment,asrecommendedbyCodexinits?GuidelinesfortheConductofFoodSafetyAssessmentofFo
odsDerivedfromRecombinant-
DNAPlants?adoptedin2003.Codexstandardsandguidelinesareusedtosettletradedisputesandthelack
ofanewsafetyassessmentforthisGEcornmeansthatothercountriescouldreject?SmartStax?withoutru
nningafoulofWTOrules,?saidDr.Hansen.</p><p>?CanadaisignoringtheCodexguidelinetoteststacke
d-
traitplants?aguidelineourgovernmentnegotiated.OurstandardsshouldbeatleastashighasCodex,ifnot
higher,?saidSharratt.?ThisscandalexposesthedeepestandmostdangerousnonchalanceofHealthCa
nadatowardstherisksofGEfoodsandthesafetyofCanadians,?</p><p>?HealthCanadaisprotectingthei
nterestsofbiotechnologycorporationsratherthanthehealthofCanadians,?saidDr.ShivChopra,aformer
scientificevaluatorforHealthCanadaandwhistleblowerinHealthCanada?sreviewofMonsanto?srecom
binantbovinegrowthhormone.</p><p>?Releasing?SmartStax?withoutevaluatingsafety,justadayafte
rthereleaseoftheblisteringreportonthelisteriosiscrisis,confirmsdeepstructuralproblemsandgovernme
ntmismanagementofGEfoodsandcrops,?saidÉricDarierfromGreenpeaceCanada.</p><p>-30-
</p><p>Formoreinformation:LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,6132412267ext.
6;MichaelHansen,ConsumersUnion,Cell9177743801,9143782452;Dr.ShivChopra,6136926104;Eri
cDariercell.514605-6497.</p>
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