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antoandDowannouncedthattheyhadapprovalfromCanadaandtheUSfor?SmartStax?GEcorn.</p><p
>Whatis?SmartStax??</p><p>SmartStaxisageneticallyengineered(GEorgeneticallymodified,GM)c
ornthatisuniquebecauseitishaseightGEtraitscombinedor?stacked?together?6forinsectresistance(Bt
)and2forherbicidetolerance.TherearesomestackedGEtraitcropsonthemarketalreadybuttheseonlyha
veupto3traitseach.</p><p>?SmartStax?wascreatedthrougharesearchcollaborationbetweenMonsa
ntoandDowAgroSciencessothatthetwocorporationscouldsharetheirGEtraits.MonsantoandDowarepr
edictingthat?SmartStax?willbethelargestevercommerciallaunchofaGEcornbecauseitwillreplacealot
oftheexistingGEcornonthemarket.</p><p>What'stheproblemwith'SmartStax'?</p><p>Therearema
nyseriousproblemswith?SmartStax?includingnewpotentialenvironmentalandhealthrisks,allexacerb
atedbytheCanadiangovernment?srefusaltoassessthenewrisksofGEstackedtraits:</p><p>HealthCa
nadadidnotassessthesafetyof?SmartStax?:</p><p>HealthCanadadidnotconductasafetyass
essmentfor?SmartStax?.ThedepartmenthaschosentoexemptstackedtraitGEcropsfromitsalreadywe
akbiotechsafetyassessments.HealthCanadahasapprovedtheeighttraitsseparately,inthepast,anddoe
snotseeanythingnewincombiningtheeighttraitstogether.Thisisnotconsistentwiththeinternationalguid
elinesthatCanadahasnegotiatedatCodex.CodexguidelinesarerecognizedundertheWorldTradeOrga
nization(WTO)andareusedtosettletradedisputes.Codexisclearthatfoodsfromstackedcropswithstack
edGEtraitsshouldgothroughafullsafetyassessmentfornewunintendedeffects.HealthCanadadidnotdo
thisanddoesnotevenlistthe?SmartStax?cornonitswebsiteasanewGEfood.</p><p>Theinsecticidalto
xinsinBtcropsshowsimilaritiestoproteinsthatcausefoodallergies.In2000/2001,aBtcornknownas?Star
Link?wasapprovedintheU.S.onlyforanimalfeedbecauseofconcernsitcouldcausefoodallergies.Wheni
tmassivelycontaminatedtheU.S.foodsupply,hundredsreportedallergicreactions,andthesubsequentin
vestigationwasneverabletodeterminethecause.?SmartStax?,whichcontains6insecticidaltoxins,willm
eangreaterhumanexposuretoinsecticidaltoxinsthatmaybeallergenic.</p><p>TheCanadianFoodInsp
ectionAgencydidnotconductanenvironmentalriskassessment:</p><p>TheCanadianFoodIns
pectionAgency(CFIA)authorizedtheenvironmentalreleaseof?SmartStax?butdidnotassessitsenviron
mentalrisks.Normally,theCFIA(likeHealthCanada)posts?DecisionDocuments?tosummarizetheirapp
rovaldecisions?butthereisnosuchdocumentfor?SmartStax?.Thisimpliesthatnoenvironmentalriskass
essmentwasdone.ThereisnopublicrationaleforwhytheCFIAapproved?SmartStax?withoutenvironme
ntalriskassessment.</p><p>TheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencydramaticallyweakenedtheenviron
mentalrulesfor?SmartStax?:</p><p>For?SmartStax?,theCFIAhasreducedtherequiredsizefor
refugeareasfrom20%to5%-
that?sa75%reduction!</p><p>Refugeareasareastrategytodelaytheevolutionofinsectresistancetothe
Bttoxin.Arefugeispartofafieldthatisplantedwithanon-
Btvarietyofthesamecrop,toensurethatsomeinsectsremainsusceptibletotheBttoxins.</p><p>Bt(Bacill
usthuringiensis)isanaturallyoccurringsoilborneorganismthatcanbeusedtopicallybyorganicfarmersto
controlpests.ThegenesfromBthavebeengeneticallyengineeredintocorntomaketheplantactasapestici
de.BtcropsarespeedingthedevelopmentofinsectresistancetoBt,somethingthatisseenasinevitable,be
causetheyexpresstheBttoxinineverycell,allthetime.</p><p>FarmerswhoplantGEinsectresistant(Bt)c
ornmustplanta20%refugeofnon-Btcornwithinone-
quartermileofanyBtfield.Butwith?SmartStax?theareahasbeenreducedtoonly5%.TheCFIAdidnotprov
idearationaleforthismajorreductioninitsalreadyextremelyweakenvironmentalstewardshiprulesforGE
crops.</p><p>Monsantohasincreasedcontrolintheseedmarket:</p><p>Itisexpectedthat?SmartStax
?willsoonreplaceallofMonsanto'ssingle,doubleandtriplestackedGEcrops.Thismeansthatfarmerswho
dobuyGEseedswillonlybeabletobuy?SmartStax?,atahigherprice.Forexample,afarmerwhowantstob
uyMonsanto?sherbicidetoleranttechnologywillhavetobuyseedsthatincorporateothertraitslikeBtforins
ectresistanceaswell.</p><p>Monsanto?sincreasingcontrolovertheseedmarketisalsoclearlyseeninat
rendwhereseedcompaniesaresellingfewerandfewernon-
GEseeds.Forexample,ofthe40varietiesthatPickseedhadavailableforsalethisyear,only5werenon-
GE.</p><p>Monsantohasincreasedprofits:</p><p>Stackingtraitstogetherinonecropmeansthatcorp
orationslikeMonsantocanmakeevenmoremoneybecausefarmersarebuyingevenmorepatentedtechn
ology.MonsantoandDowarealreadysayingthattheycouldaddevenmoreGEtraitsto?SmartStax?.</p><
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p>Thenewreductionoftherefugeareafor?SmartStax?from20%to5%alsomeansthatMonsantocansell
15%more?SmartStax?seed.</p><p>GEInsectResistantCropsUnnecessary:</p><p>Today,Euroep
anCornBorerandcornrootwormarenotseriouspestsinmostcornfieldsinCanada.TheU.S.basedUniono
fConcernedScientistshasshownthatyieldincreasesincornareduetoconventionalbreeding,whiletheBti
nsectresistancetraitonlyreducesyieldlossesonthoseinfrequentoccasionsofheavypestinfestation.Btc
ornhasnotsignificantlyreducedpesticideusebecausefewfarmerseveractuallysprayedfortheEuropean
CornBorer.</p><p>TheFuture:</p><p>TheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetworkadvocatestheim
mediaterecallofauthorizationfor?SmartStax?inCanadaandamoratoriumonallnewapprovalsofGEcrop
sandfoodsuntilthereisacomprehensivereformoftheentireregulatorysysteminCanada.</p><p>ForMor
eInformation:<br/>OnRegulation:www.cban.ca/Regulation<br/>OnSmartStax:www.cban.ca/
Corn</p><p>CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork6132412267ext.6info@cban.cawww.cban.ca/c
orn</p>
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