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>Source:CanadianBiotechActionNetwork</p><p>HealthCanadadidnotconductafoodsafetyassess
mentfortheneweight-
traitgeneticallyengineered(GEorgeneticallymodified,GM)corncalled?SmartStax?.Ratherthanaddres
stheclearneedtostoptheintroductionofMonsantoandDow?s?SmartStax?inourfooduntilscientifictestin
gisdone,HealthCanadahascomeouttoattackthosewhoexposedourgovernment?sinadequateandoutd
atedregulations.Inaddition,inauthorizing?SmartStax?,CanadaclearlyignoredtheUnitedNations?Cod
exGuidelineontheneedtocarryouttests.</p><p>Inastatementreleasedonlytojournalistslastnight,Heal
thCanadareferredtoourinterpretationoftheUNCodexGuidelineonFoodSafetyAssessmentforGEPlant
sas?erroneous?.Thisimpliesthatnotonlyarewewrongbutthatwemaybedeliberatelymisleading.Thisisn
otthecase.Infact,HealthCanadaiswrong.</p><p>Intheirstatement,HealthCanadasaysthatthereisno
mentionof?stackedtraits?intheinternationalCodexGuideline.ButtheGuidelineexplicitlyreferstothecon
ventionalbreedingofrecombinantDNAplants?thisishowstackedtraitGEplantslike?SmartStax?arema
de.HealthCanadashouldknowthis.IfHealthCanadaisnotclear,wearehappytoexplainthescienceandte
chnicalitiestoourregulatorsandadvisethemonhowtoreformourregulatorysystem.</p><p>Theproblem
forHealthCanadaandthegovernmentgenerallyisthattheirregulationsforGEfoods,whattheycall?Novel
Foods??acategorythatalsoincludesnon-
GEfoods,aredeliberatelylimitedtoassessingthesafetyof?NovelTraits?.BecauseHealthCanadahaspr
eviouslyapprovedtheeighttraitsthatarenowcombinedtogetherin?SmartStax?,thesystemdoesnotflagt
hatthereisanythingnewabouttheeight-
traitGEcrop.Science,theprecautionaryprincipleandCodexsaydifferent.</p><p>Codexgoessofarasto
saythatunintendedeffectsmayarisefromstackedtraitcrops.Thisiswhy,throughCodex,governmentsincl
udingCanadaagreedthatafullsafetyassessmentofstackedtraitGEcropsisrequired.EvenHealthCanad
aactuallyacknowledgesthatunintendedeffectscanoccur,theyjustaren?tpreparedtolookforthemandsta
tethat,?Iftherewasachange,thecompanywouldhavetoprovidethenecessaryinformationtoHealthCana
da.?TotrustcompanieslikeMonsanto-thatareinthebusinessofselling?SmartStax?-
toprovidesafetyinformationislikeputtingthewolfinchargeofthesheep?swelfare!</p><p>HealthCanad
aishidingbehindanissuethatsoundstechnicalinthehopethatnoonewillnoticeorcare.WethinkthatCanad
ianscare.</p><p>HealthCanada?sregulationsof?NovelFoods?aredeliberatelydesignedtomissGEcr
opslike?SmartStax?.?SmartStax?wasnotassessedbyHealthCanadabecause,accordingtoCanada?
sshakyregulations,eight-
traitstogetherdonotconstitutea?NovelFood?.AccordingtoCanadians,HealthCanadaneedstopayatten
tiontoallGEcrops.AccordingtoCodex,HealthCanadaneedstoconductafullsafetyassessment.</p><p>
GeneticengineeringisacomplexsciencebutHealthCanadahasnotkeptup.HealthCanadaandtheCanad
ianFoodInspectionAgencyhavenevergrappledfullywithgeneticengineering.Byconstructingaproducta
pprovalprocessthatislimitedtoevaluatingthe?novelty?ofGEtraitsratherthanthecomplexitiesoftheproc
essofgeneticengineering,theFederalgovernmentsupportsquickerGEapprovalsfortheadvantageofcor
porationslikeMonsanto.Butwith?SmartStax?,governmentdepartmentshavecomeupagainstthedelibe
ratelimitationsoftheirownregulations.</p><p>Therehasneverbeenademocraticdebateovertheintrodu
ctionofGEcropsandfoodsinCanada,thereisnomandatorylabelingofGEingredientsand,despite58reco
mmendationsforchangefromtheRoyalSocietyofCanadaPanelin2001,therehasneverbeenanattemptt
oreformourregulatorysystem.WhatisHealthCanadawaitingforbeforetheyactresponsibly?Anotherhea
lthcrisis,thistimecausedbytheuntestedreleaseofGEfoods?Thetimeforsystem-
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