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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc3944_1"id="eztoc3944_1"></a><h2>LearntheLesson
ofFlaxContamination.</h2><p>Inlate2009,theEuropeanCommission?sRapidAlertSystemforFoodan
dFeedconfirmedthecontaminationofCanadianflaxexportswithageneticallymodified(GM)flaxthathasb
eenillegaltosellinCanadasince2001,whenflaxgrowersforcedthegovernmenttotaketheproductoffthem
arket.Contaminationwasconfirmedincereals,bakeryproducts,bakingmixesandnut/seedproducts.GM
flaxisnotapprovedforhumanconsumptioninthefollowing35countrieswherecontaminationreachedinSe
ptemberandOctober2009-
closingdowntheseexportmarkets:Austria,Belgium,Croatia,Cyprus,CzechRepublic,Denmark,Egypt,
Estonia,Finland,France,Germany,Greece,Hungary,Iceland,Ireland,Italy,Latvia,Luxembourg,Mauriti
us,Netherlands,Norway,Poland,Portugal,RepublicofKorea,Romania,Singapore,Slovakia,Slovenia,
Spain,SriLanka,Sweden,Switzerland,Thailand,UnitedKingdom,Japan.</p><aname="eztoc3944_2"i
d="eztoc3944_2"></a><h2>Summary</h2><p>GMflaxseedisnotlegaltosellinCanada.TheGMflaxw
asapprovedbytheCanadiangovernmentin1996/1998butthe<ahref="http://www.flaxcouncil.ca"target
="_self">FlaxCouncilofCanada</a>andtheSaskatchewanFlaxDevelopmentCommissionconvincedt
heCanadianFoodInspectionAgencytoremovevarietyregistrationfortheGMflaxin2001,makingitillegalt
oselltheseeds.FlaxgrowerstookthismeasuretoprotecttheirEuropeanmarkets.(around60%ofCanada'
sflaxexportsgotoEurope.)</p><divclass="object-left"><divclass="content-view-
embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/topics/ge-crops-and-foods-not-on-the-
market/flax/flax-flowers/4264-1-eng-CA/Flax-
flowers_small.jpg"width="100"height="149"style="border:0px;"alt="Flaxflowers"title="Flaxflowers"/
></p></div></div></div></div><aname="eztoc3944_3"id="eztoc3944_3"></a><h2>Background:</
h2><p>AGMflax(toleranttoherbicideresiduesinsoil)wasdevelopedbycontroversialscientistandindust
ryproponent<ahref="http://www.spinprofiles.org/index.php/Alan_McHughen"target="_self">AlanMc
Hughen</a>whenheworkedfortheCropDevelopmentCentre(CDC)attheUniversityofSaskatchewan.
McHughencalledtheGMflax,"CDC<ahref="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triffid"target="_self">Tr
iffid</a>"inreferencetoJohnWhyndham's1951horrornovel,"TheDayoftheTriffids"w
hichfeaturesterrifyingflesheatingplantsfarmedforoil.Theflaxwasdevelopedwithpublicmoneythroughp
rovincialgovernmentfundingtotheCDC.However,theCDChalteditsGMresearchaftertheflaxcontrovers
y.</p><p>The"CDCTriffid"wasapprovedbyHealthCanadaandtheCanadianFoodInspecti
onAgencybutwasnevercommerciallygrowninCanada.In2001about40seedgrowersweremultiplying2
00,000bushelsofseedforfutureusebutthiswasallcrushedwhentheflaxwastakenoffthemarketthatyear.
</p><p>Canadaistheworld'sleaderintheproductionandexportofflax.FlaxisoneofCanada?sfivemajorc
ash-
crops,alongsidewheat,barley,oatsandcanola.Canadacurrentlyships60%ofitsflaxexportstotheEU,30
%totheUnitedStates,and4%toJapan.Between500,000-
700,000bushelsgotoEurope.Beforethecontaminationscandal,cashbidsforflaxinManitobawere9.90-
9.92abushel.Butjustbasedonrumour,beforecontaminationwasconfirmed,flaxbidsinManitobaweredo
wnto$6.78abushel.Thisisafallinpriceof32%beforetheGMcontaminationwasevenconfirmed.</p><an
ame="eztoc3944_4"id="eztoc3944_4"></a><h2>TriffidTimeline</h2><p>TheCFIAhasverifiedthebe
lowtimetablethatCBANhasconstructed:</p><p>1996:GE?CDCTriffid?flaxgrantedenvironmentalrele
aseapprovalfromAgricultureCanada(TheCFIAwasnotyetformed).<br/>1996:Triffidflaxgrantedvariety
registrationfromAgricultureCanada,makingitlegaltoselltheseeds.<br/>1996:Triffidflaxapprovedforan
imalfeed?animalhealthassessmentandworkerhealthandsafety,handling?fromAgricultureCanada.<b
r/>1998:HealthCanadaapprovalforhumanconsumptionasfoodgranted.<br/>2001(April1):Triffiddere
gisteredbytheCFIA,makingitillegaltoselltheseedsinCanada.</p><aname="eztoc3944_5"id="eztoc3
944_5"></a><h2>GMContaminationCrisisUpdates!</h2><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Flax/Liberal-Confusion-Persists-on-GM-
Flax2"target="_self">"LiberalConfusionPersistsonGMFlax":</a>SomeLiberalMPsweres
tillrepeatingthewronginformationthatGE?Triffid?flaxwasnevercommerciallyapprovedinCanada.This
articlecorrectsthem.</p><p>?GEcontaminationisalreadycostingthetaxpayer.ThefactthattheHarper
Governmentrecentlypledgedupto$1.9milliontohelpcompaniespayfortestingflaxseediseviden
cethatGEcontaminationcancosttheCanadiangovernment?andthisiswithoutthegovernmentc
ompensatingfarmersfortheirtestingcostsormarketloss.Contaminationisinevitableandthesec
ostswillkeepreoccurring.?-
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LucySharratt,CBANCoordinator,fromMarch16,2010PressRelease<ahref="/Press/Press-
Releases/GE-Crops-Parliament-to-debate-the-need-for-export-market-acceptance-before-
commercial-
release"target="_self">Parliamenttodebatetheneedforexportmarketacceptancebeforecommercialre
lease</a></p><p>March4,2010:Farmsavedflaxseedprotected!GraincompanyViterraandotherswant
edtoforcefarmerswishingtogrowflaxin2010forEuropetoabandontheirfarm-
savedseedandpurchasecertifiedseedinstead.Theindustryfailedinthisattempt.Thereversalwasannou
ncedbytheFlaxCouncilofCanadaafteritlearnedthatthatbreederseedsamplesfromthreemoreflaxvarieti
es(thatmakesfiveintotal!)havetestedpositiveforGEcontamination!Farmerswereveryclearthattheywa
ntedtokeeptheirsavedseed.About75%ofCanada'sflaxfarmersusefarm-
savedseed.?Thebestsolutionistotesttheseedsupply,bothfarm-
savedseedandcertifiedseed,?saidNationalFarmersUnionPresidentandflaxproducerTerryBoehm.Bu
yingcertifiedseedwouldhaveaddedanothercosttofarmerswhofacelowerpricesandmarketuncertainty,
andarealreadypayingfortestingandcleanup.</p><p>March4,2010:BillC-
474wouldstopGEseedsfromcreatingmarketchaosasseeninthecurrentflaxcontaminationcrisis.<ahref
="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-
474"target="_self">Clickhereforinformationandtotakeaction.</a></p><p>January18,2010:<ahref="/
Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Flax/National-Farmers-Union-Press-
Release"target="_self">PressRelease,"GrainCompaniesExploitFlaxSituationtotightenviseonf
armerseedsaving"NationalFarmersUnion.</a></p><p>November18,2009:35Countrieshitbyfl
axcontaminationasJapanfindcontamination.</p><p>New!October29,2009-
<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Flax/Flax-
contamination-briefing-for-MPs-October-
2009"target="_self">FlaxcontaminationbriefingforMembersofParliament.</a></p><p>October5,20
09-PressRelease:<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/GM-Flax-Contamination-from-Canada-
Soars-to-28-
Countries"target="_self">GMFlaxContaminationfromCanadaSoarsto28Countries:ButCanadianfarm
ersstillhavenoanswers</a></p><p>October2,2009-
Update:ProtestatCanadianConsulateinLuxembourgoverGMflaxcontaminationfromCanada,&
quot;GMOCultivation=EUContamination".</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-
view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/topics/ge-crops-and-foods-not-on-the-
market/flax/luxembourg-action-on-flax/3983-1-eng-CA/Luxembourg-action-on-
flax_medium.jpg"width="200"height="150"style="border:0px;"alt="Luxembourgactiononflax"title="L
uxembourgactiononflax"/></p></div></div></div></div><p>September10,2009-
Pressrelease:<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/Illegal-GM-Flax-Contaminates-Canadian-
Exports"target="_self">IllegalGMFlaxContaminatesCanadianExports:ContaminationofEuropeanfoo
dthreatensCanadianexportmarkets</a></p>
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