
Illegal GM Flax Contaminates Canadian
Exports

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>ContaminationofEuropeanfoodthreatensCanadianexportmarkets
</p><p>September10,2009.Ottawa-
TheEuropeanCommission?sRapidAlertSystemforFoodandFeedhasconfirmedthecontaminationofC
anadianflaxexportswithageneticallymodified(GM)flax,devastatingCanadianflaxsalestoEurope.TheG
MflaxhasbeenillegaltogrowinCanadasince2001whenflaxgrowersforcedthegovernmenttotakethepro
ductoffthemarket.AGermancompanyconfirmedtheGMcontaminationinitscerealsandbakeryproducts.
</p><p>TheGMflax,calledthe?Triffid?,wasapprovedbyCanadianregulatorsin1998buttheFlaxCouncil
ofCanadaconvincedtheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencytoremovevarietyregistrationfortheGMflaxin
2001,makingitillegaltogrow.Flaxgrowerstookthismeasuretoprotecttheirexportmarketsfromthethreato
fGMcontamination.</p><p>?Thisisanabsolutenightmareforflaxgrowersandwhyweworkedsohardtoh
avetheGMflaxremoved,?saidTerryBoehm,aflaxgrowerandVicePresidentoftheNationalFarmersUnio
n.?FlaxgrowersforcedtheGMflaxoffthemarketeightyearsagotopreventanythreatofcontaminationand
protectourexportmarkets.GMflaxwasneverwantedorneeded.WeknewitwoulddestroyourEuropeanm
arketsandnowwefearthishashappened.?</p><p>Atthebeginningofthismonth,cashbidsforflaxseedin
WesternCanadafelldramaticallybasedonrumoursofGMcontamination.</p><p>?Thiscontaminationis
extremelyshockingasGMflaxhasnotbeengrowninCanadasince2001.Wheredidthiscontaminationcom
efrom??saidLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.</p><p>?Thisis
amajorinternationalcontaminationincidentthatshowshowdangerousanyGMcropfieldtestinganddevel
opmentisforfarmersandconsumers,?saidArnoldTaylor,anorganicflaxgrowerandChairoftheOrganicA
gricultureProtectionFundoftheSaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate.</p><p>"Germanyneverappr
ovedGMflaxbutthankstoCanadaweareeatingillegalandunlicensedflaxinourbreadandcereal,"sa
idStefanieHundsdorferfromGreenpeaceGermany.?Thisagainprovesthatoncereleasedintonaturegen
eticallyengineeredconstructsareuncontrollableandarecannotberecalled.Atleastnowit'sclearthatthein
dustryisunabletocontrolitsproducts.?</p><p>TheGMflaxwasdevelopedbycontroversialscientistandi
ndustryproponent<ahref="http://www.spinprofiles.org/index.php/Alan_McHughen"target="_self">Al
anMcHughen</a>whenheworkedattheCropDevelopmentCentreoftheUniversityofSaskatchewan.Int
hewakeofthe2001controversytheCentrehalteditsGMresearch.</p><p>ThisrevelationofGMflaxconta
minationcomesrightinthemiddleofanotherhugescandaloverCanada?sapprovalofMonsanto?seight-
traitGM?SmartStax?cornwithoutanyhealthsafetyassessment.</p><p>?Consumersarereelingfromle
arningthatHealthCanadadidnotapprovethenew?SmartStax?GMcornandnowtheyfindoutthattheirflax
couldbecontaminated,?saidSharratt.?GMisoutofcontrol,weclearlyneedamoratoriumonallnewGMcro
psandfoodsuntilwecanexaminetheentiresystemthatregulatesGMinCanada.?</p><p>Formoreinform
ation:LucySharratt,Coordinator,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork6132412267ext.6;TerryBoe
hm,NationalFarmersUnion,cell:3062557638or3062552880;ArnoldTaylor,SaskatchewanOrganicDir
ectorate,cell:3062416126or3062522783;StefanieHundsdorfer,GreenpeaceGermany01149403061
8358(cell)011491718780810.</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-
the-Market/Flax"target="_self">Clickhereformorebackground</a></p>
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