
GM Flax Contamination from Canada Soars
to 28 Countries

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>ButCanadianfarmersstillhavenoanswers</p><p>Ottawa,Monday,
October5,2009?28countries,includingmoreEuropeancountriesaswellasSriLanka,Singapore,andTha
iland,havenowbeenaffectedbycontaminationfromgeneticallymodified(GM)flaxinCanadianexportssin
cecontaminationwasfirstreportedonSeptember8.</p><p>MereweeksareleftbeforefarmersinCanada
finishharvestingtheirflaxandyetfarmersstilldon?tknowthesourceorfullextentoftheGMcontamination--
anditcouldbeweeksbeforeauthoritiesinCanadaconfirmanydetails.Flaxpricesremaindepressed.</p><
p>GMflaxisnotapprovedforhumanconsumptioninthefollowing28countrieswherecontaminationhasno
wreached:Germany,UnitedKingdom,Italy,Luxembourg,Netherlands,Switzerland,Belgium,Sweden,
Austria,Poland,Hungary,Croatia,CzechRepublic,Spain,Denmark,Estonia,Norway,Finland,France,G
reece,Romania,Portugal,Iceland,RepublicofKorea,Singapore,Thailand,SriLankaandMauritius.Com
paniesareremovingproductsfromthemarketastheGMflaxhasbeenfoundincereals,bakeryproducts,ba
kerymixturesandnut/seedproducts.9GMflaxcontaminationnoticeshavebeenfiledsofarthroughtheEur
opeanCommission?sRapidAlertSystemforFoodandFeed.</p><p>Europeanauthoritieshavenamedt
hesourceofcontaminationastheGMflax"Triffid",whichwasdevelopedinCanadabutwasder
egisteredin2001andhasbeenillegaltosellsincethattime.WhilethereisatestfortheTriffidflaxavailablefro
mthecompanyGeneticID,theFlaxCouncilofCanadaisdelayingconfirmationasitwaitsforthePlantBiotec
hnologyInstituteinSaskatoontodevelopanewtestforTriffid.</p><p>?Itsbeennearlyamonthsinceconta
minationwasfirstfound,butneithertheCanadiangovernmentnorindustryhascomeforwardwithanyansw
ers,?saidStewartWells,PresidentoftheNationalFarmersUnionofCanada.?Thecontinueduncertaintya
ndunansweredquestionsshowtheneedformorestrictregulationofGMcropsinCanada.?</p><p>?Farm
ersfacethethreatofunwantedcontaminationfromGMcrops,evenwhenthecropsarenotsupposedtobegr
own,?saidArnoldTayloranorganicflaxgrowerandChairoftheOrganicAgricultureProtectionFundoftheS
askatchewanOrganicDirectorate.?Someone?sgoingtohavetopayfortestingourcropsforcontaminatio
nandanyrequiredclean-
up.Whowillbeliable??</p><p>?TheCanadiangovernmentstillrefusestoconsidermarketharmwhenthe
ydecidetoapproveGMcrops.Thisobviouslyhastochangeimmediately,?saidLucySharratt,Coordinator
oftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.?Theentireregulatorysystemneedsurgentreformorwewi
llseeevenmorewidespreadmarketchaos.?</p><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-
Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Flax"target="_self">ClickhereforbackgroundonGMflax.</a></p><p>Formoreinformation:Ste
wartWells,NationalFarmersUnionofCanada,3067736852orcell:3067417694;ArnoldTaylor,Saskatch
ewanOrganicDirectorate,cell:3062416126or3062522783;LucySharratt,Coordinator,CanadianBiote
chnologyActionNetwork,cell6132639511or6132412267ext.6.</p>
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