CBAN on SmartStax: Western Producer
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oSciencesarecallingtheirnewSmartStaxcorna'"game-
changing"technology.</p><p>Howso?Isittheincreasedpricestheywilleventuallychargeforacor
nwitheightgeneticallyengineeredtraits?Isitthe75percentreductioninrefugeareathattheysuccessfullyn
egotiated?</p><p>0Orisittheintroductionofnewgeneticallyengineeredcropswithoutenvironmentaland
healthassessments?</p><p>Thegamehascertainlychanged,butnotforthebetter.</p><p>Canada’'sJ
ulyapprovalofSmartStax,acornwitheightGEtraits,indicatesthebeginningofaneweraofdangerousnon-
regulationof GEcrops.</p><p>TheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencyandHealthCanadaarenowasking
farmersandconsumerstosupporttheintroductionof GEcropsthathavenotundergoneanysafetyassess
ments.</p><p>ApprovalofSmartStaxwasgreatnewsforMonsantoandDowAgroSciences.Thesetwoc
orporationsownthepatentsfortheeighttraitsthatarecombinedinthecorn.</p><p>Theywillcollectmany
millionsofdollarsfromfarmersoverthecomingyears-
andthecropdidn'tevenhavetoundergogovernmentsafetyevaluations. Smartforthelargestseedandbiot
echcompanies,notsosmartfortherestofus.</p><p>HealthCanadadidnotassessthehumanhealthsafet
yofSmartStaxcorn.Infact,HealthCanadadidn'tevenbothertoapproveSmartStax.</p><p>ItwastheCFI
Aalonethatauthorizedtherelease,withoutenvironmentalsafetyassessment.</p><p>Thislackofsafety
assessmentforstackedtraitcropsisnotaloopholeinregulationoranoversight.ltactuallyistheregulation.<
/p><p>Thisisbecause,asfarasCanadianregulatorsareconcerned,ifsingleGEtraitshavealreadybeena
pprovedinseparatecrops,theCFlAandHealthCanadadon'tneedtoevaluatethesafetyofnewstacked-
traitcrops.</p><p>Canadianregulations,suchastheyare,merelylimitsafetyassessmentstoso-
callednoveltraits,whichincludesGEtraits.</p><p>Butgenesarenotlikelego. Thisisamisinterpretationof
thesimpledescriptionofgenesasthe"buildingblocksoflife."</p><p>Stackedtraitsareprodu
cedthroughthecrossingofGEplantsbutwhathappenswhenGEplantsarebredtogether?</p><p>Appare
ntly,ourgovernmentdoesn'tknoworcare.</p><p>Incontrast,theUnitedNationsCodexfoodsafetyguidel
inesclearlystatethatconventionalbreedingofGEplantscangiverisetounintendedeffects. TheUNbodyre
commendsthatsafetyassessmentsshould,therefore,beconducted.</p><p>HealthCanadawaspartof
negotiatingtheseinternationalguidelinesbutthedepartmentdoesn'tfollowthembecausethiscontradicts
oursimplifiedtrait-
basedapproachtoregulationandwouldrequirefundamentalchange.</p><p>InauthorizingSmartStaxw
ithoutapprovalfromHealthCanada,the CFlAhasalsoignoredapolicythatthegovernmentestablishedtop
rotectfarmers.</p><p>InresponsetothecontaminationofourfoodsystemwithStarlinkcornthatwasappr
ovedforanimalfeedbutnotforhumans,thefederalgovernmentdecidedtoonlyapproveGEcropsforenviro
nmentalreleaseiftheyhadalsobeenapprovedforhumanconsumption.</p><p>Thiswasdesignedtoprot
ectpublichealthandfarmersfromcontaminationbyunapprovedGEevents.Starlink,however,wasauthori
zedwithoutapprovalfromHealthCanada.</p><p>Inthepast,CanadianshavebeenassuredthatGEfood
saresafebecausetheregulatorysystemhasapprovedthem.Butthefederalgovernmentcannotmakethec
laimthatstackedtraitGEcropsaresafe.</p><p>Whynot?Becausetheregulatoryagencieshavenotevalu
atedtheirsafety.HealthCanadahasnotevenofficiallyapprovedthem.</p><p>We'retoldinsteadtotrustM
onsantoandDowtomonitorandidentifyproblems.Butwillthisself-
policingprotectthepublicinterest?Theexperienceofthelisteriosiscrisisshowstheweaknessesofsuchas
ystemandthepossibleimpactsonfarmers.</p><p>Thisderegulationoffoodsafety,withitsmisplaceddep
endenceonself-
policingbylargecorporations,clearlyputsthepublicandfarmersatrisk.</p><p>Thefactthatthecompletel
ackofsafetyassessmentofSmartStaxisadeliberatelimitationdesignedintoinourregulatorysystem,only
exposeshowdeeplyflawedthesystemactuallyis.</p><p>Canadianregulationof GEcropsandfoodsisno
wexposedasdangerouslyoutdatedandinadequate.</p><p>Toregainanycredibilityandre-
establishanymodicumofpublictrust,the CFIAmustwithdrawauthorizationforSmartStaxpendingsafetya
ssessments.</p><p>Butthiscanonlybethebeginningofthedeepstructuralchangenecessarytoprotectt
hepublicinterestintothefuture.</p><p>Thefederalgovernmentshouldinitiateahighlytransparentandco
nsultativeprocesstoreviewtheentireregulatorysystemforGEcropsandfoods.</p><p>It'stimethattheC
anadiangovernmentreformedregulationand,inthemeantime,putsafetyassessmentsbackintotheappr
ovalprocess.</p>
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