Monsanto's response to CBAN on
SmartStax: Western Producer

Author: Lucy Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>(Clickhereto<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-
and-Foods-On-the-Market/Corn/CBAN-on-SmartStax-Western-
Producer"target="_self">readtheCBANopinionpiece</a>thatMonsantoisrespondingto)</p><p>Stac
kedTraitsgoodforgrowers</p><p>WesterProducer,Opinion,November5,2009<br/>byTrishJordanan
dBrendaHarris</p><p>JordanispublicaffairsdirectorforMonsantoCanada.Harrisisregulatoryandgov
ernmentaffairsmanagerforDowAgroSciencesCanada.</p><p>AccordingtoUnitedNationsexperts,w
orldwideagriculturalproductionneedstodoubleby2050tofeedtheexpected9.3billionpeopleontheplanet
.</p><p>Canadianagriculturecanplayanimportantroleinmeetingthisrapidlyescalatingdemand.Contin
uedinnovationiscriticalforproducingmorefoodwithreduceduseofnon-
renewableresources,inaneconomicallyprofitableandenvironmentallysustainablemanner,andwithout
drasticincreasesintheamountoflandsubjectedtotheplow.</p><p>Forplantingin2010,U.S.andCanadi
anfarmersarelookingforwardtoSmartStaxcorn,aneweight-
waystackedcornproduct.</p><p>Thenewcornseedtraitcombination,developedjointlybyDowAgroSci
encesandMonsanto,willprovidefarmerswiththemostcomprehensiveinsectandweedcontrolavailablei
nthemarketplace,whileallowingfarmerstosignificantlyreducetheirnon-
Btcornrefuge.?</p><p>SmartStaxhaspassedregulatoryreviewsinCanadaandtheU.S.,allowingittobe
grownbyfarmersforuseasfoodandfeed.lthasalsopassedregulatorymusterinTaiwanandJapanallowin
gittobeimportedforfoodandfeeduses.</p><p>Regulatoryapprovalsarealsopendinginotherkeynation
saroundtheworld.?Theseapprovalsarenecessary,sinceproductslikeSmartStaxcannotbegrownorsold
commerciallyuntilregulatorsconcludetheymeettheirnation?sstandardsforprotectionofpublicandenvir
onmentalhealth.</p><p>Despitethesedetailednationalevaluations,certainnon-
governmentalorganizationsareopposingtheintroductionofSmartStaxandhavecriticizedtheCanadianr
egulatoryprocess.</p><p>Inparticular,theCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetworkopposestheveryco
nceptofcropbiotechnology.Itishardlysurprisingthatitvigorouslyobjectstoanynewintroductionsofthese
products.</p><p>Basedontheirunfoundedsafetyconcerns,CBANwouldhaveusbelieveourCanadianr
egulatorysystemisinadequate.Nothingcouldbefurtherfromthetruth.</p><p>Despite CBAN?sclaims,t
hefactremainsthatallbiotechnologyenhancedplantsavailabletoCanadianfarmershavebeenapproved
basedonextensivescientifictestingandregulatoryreviewbyscientistsfromthreegovernmentsections(H
ealthCanada,NovelFoodsSection;andtwodepartmentswithinCanadianFoodInspectionAgency,theA
nimalFeedDivision,andtheBiotechnologyEnvironmentalReleaseAssessmentUnit)operatingunderCa
nada?srigorousandinternationallyrespectedlegislativeandregulatoryframework.</p><p>SmartStaxi
sproducedusingconventionalbreedingmethodstoincorporateindividualbiotechnology-
enhancedtraitstogetherintooneplant. EachofSmartStax?scomponenttraitshasundergonethisscience
-basedregulatoryreviewforfood,feedandenvironmentalsafety,andeachhasbeenauthorizedforfood,fe
edandcultivationusesinCanada.</p><p>TheseindividualtraitauthorizationsbyCanadianregulatorsre
cognizethatnewvarietiesofcornarecontinuallydevelopedandthatongoingbreedingisnecessarytoprod
ucetheseedthatfarmersgrow.</p><p>Stackedproductsresultingfrombreedingtwo(ormore)geneticall
ymodifiedparentsdorequirenatificationtothe CFIA.IntheopinionofCanadianregulators,thisnotificationi
ssufficienttoallowthemtodetermineifregulatoryoversightrequiresadditionalinformationpriortoassessi
ngtheproductforcommercialization.</p><p>ContrarytoCBAN?soft-
madestatements,theCodexAlimentariushasneverstatedthatstackingbiotechnology-
enhancedtraitsposesincreasedriskscomparedtoconventionalproducts.</p><p>InthecaseofSmartSt
ax,CFlAreviewedscientificinsectresistancemodelingdataandaproposedinsectresistancemonitoringp
lan.CFIAhasalsoscrutinizedtheevidencethatcommercialreleaseofSmartStaxwillofferincreasedpoten
tialforinsectpeststoadapttotheBtcorntraits.</p><p>Consistentwithindependentexpertopinions,CFIA
concludedthecombinationofmultipleBtproteinswillprovideeffectivecontrolevenofinsectswithsomeabil
itytoovercomeoneormoreoftheproteins. ThereducedrefugesizepermittedforSmartStaxrecognizesthis
regulatoryconclusionandincreasestheacreageoverwhichtheseadvantagescanberealized.</p><p>F
armershaveclearlyseenthatseedenhancedthroughagriculturalbiotechnologyissafe.Geneticallymodifi
edcropsandtheirfoodingredientshavebeenpresentinawidevarietyofCanadianfoodproductsformoreth
anadecadewithzeroreliablydocumentedevidenceofsafetyconcernsforpeopleoranimals.</p><p>Mor
ethanonetrillionmealscontainingbiotechingredientshavebeenconsumedthroughouttheworldoverthe
pastdecadewithzerocasesofdocumentedharmtohumanoranimalhealth.</p><p>Internationalbodiesi
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ncludingtheWorldHealthOrganizationandtheEuropeanFoodSafetyAgencyhaveextensivelystudiedg

eneticallymodifiedfoodsandhavedeclaredthemsafe. AEuropeanCommissionreportbasedonstudiesv

aluedat70millioneurosandconductedoverl5yearsconcludedthatGMcropsdidnotpose?anynewriskst

ohumanhealthortheenvironmentbeyondtheusualuncertaintiesofconventionalplantbreeding.Indeed,t
heuseofmoreprecisetechnologyandthegreaterregulatoryscrutinyprobablymakethemevensaferthanc
onventionalplantsandfoods.??</p><p>Farmerswantthelatesttechnologiestoallowthemtoproducemo
re,conservemoreandaddresstheworld?sgrowingdemandforfood.Onlythroughcontinuedinvestmenta
ndinnovationbymanyplayerswillCanadianagriculturecontinuetoprosperandcompeteinagrowingworld
.</p><p>Weshould,anddohave,rigorousoversightofproductsofbiotechnologyinthiscountry.Canadian
regulationsaresetuptoprotectthesafetyoftheCanadianenvironment,foodandfeedsupply,andtoenablei
nnovationsthatcanenhancethisgoal.</p><p>GiventhehighregardtheCanadianregulatorysystemhast
hroughouttheworld,weareconfidentourregulatorscontinuetomeetthisobjective.</p>
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