Panel Challenges Canada?s Regulation of
Genetically Modified Foods

Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>SafetyApprovalofMonsanto?sNewGMCornQuestioned</p><p>Tu
esday,Decemberl.Ottawa-
TodayinOttawaaninternationalpanelofscientistswillchallengeCanada?sregulationofgeneticallymodifi
ed(GM)foods,inparticularHealthCanada?sfailuretoassessthecontroversialneweight-
traitGMcornfromMonsanto,called?SmartStax?.ThepanelisspeakingonthesamedaythatParliamentar
yhearingsontheregulationofGMfoodsbegin.</p><p>Theuniqueeveningpanel,called?UnsafeGenetic
allyModifiedCorn?Canada'slackofassessmentforMonsanto's?SmartStax?GMcorn?,isopentothepub
licaspartoftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork?sExpertLectureSeries:7:00PM?9:00PMatthe
SaintPaulUniversityAmphitheatre,223MainStreetinOttawa.</p><p>PreeminentscientistsDr.Michael
HansenoftheUSConsumersUnionandConsumersinternational,andDr.RicardaSteinbrecheroftheFed
erationofGermanScientistsareinternationallyknownfortheirexpertiseontherisksandriskassessmentof
geneticallymodifiedfoodsandcrops.</p><p>TheywillbejoinedbyDr.PeterAndree,anexpertonCanadia
nregulationfromCarletonUniversity?sDepartmentofPoliticalScience. ThepanelwillbemoderatedbyLu
cySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,theorganizationthathasbeeninv
estigatingtheproblemswithSmartStax.</p><p>?HealthCanadahastakenadangerouslynegligentappr
oachtothesafetyofSmartStaxcornbynotfollowingtherecommendedguidelineoftheUNCODEXforafulls
afetyassessment,?saidDr.Hansen.</p><p>?Therearesomanypossibilitiesforunintendedeffectsfrom
stackingGMrtraitslikethis,?saidDr.Steinbrecher.?UnlikeinCanada,inEuropeSmartStaxhastobetreate
dasatotallynewGMproductandourregulationsrequiresafullsafetyassessment.?</p><p>?Smartstaxe
xposescriticalproblemswiththeCanadianregulatorysystem,?saidDrAndreewhowillalsotestifyinfrontof
theHouseofCommonsAgricultureCommitteeontheissueonThursdayDecember3.?0ursystemleavest
oomuchdiscretioninthehandsofthebiotechcompaniesandlimitstheabilityofregulatoryscientiststodoth
eirjobsproperly.?</p><p>?ItsunacceptablethatCanadaapprovedMonsanto?sSmartStaxcornwithout
afullsafetyassessment,?saidLucySharratt. ?HealthCanadahasabdicateditsresponsibilitytoassessthe
safetyofGMfoodsandtheCanadianFoodInspectionAgencyhasresortedtorubber-
stampingenvironmentalsafetyapprovals.?</p><p>TheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBA
N)hasaskedtheMinisterofHealthtowithdrawapprovalforSmartStaxcornbeforefarmersplantthenewG
Mcropnextyear.CBANisalsoaskingthattheMinistersofHealthandAgricultureinitiateasystem-
widereviewofCanada?sregulationofGMfoodsandcrops.</p><p><ahref="http://www.cban.ca/corn"ta
rget="_self">Formoreinformationwww.cban.ca/corn</a>:MichaelHansen,ConsumersUnion,cell:917
7743801;LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,6132412267ext6,cell6132639511;P
eterAndree,CarletonUniversity6135202600x1953</p>
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