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Certified Seed

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>January18,2010</p><p>GrainCompaniesExploitFlaxSituationtoTi
ghtenViseonFarmerSeedSaving<br/><br/>SASKATOON,SK?GraincompanyViterrawantstoforceall
farmerswishingtogrowflaxin2010topurchasecertifiedseed.AViterraspokesmandeliveredthatmessag
einapresentationonJanuary11attheCropProductionShowinSaskatoon.</p><p>Viterraandothersare
pushingtherequirementforcertifiedseedasapurportedsolutiontotheproblemoftheTriffidcontaminationi
nflaxshipmentstoEurope.TriffidisageneticallymodifiedvarietynotapprovedinEurope.Butthe<ahref="h
ttp://www.nfu.ca"target="_self">NationalFarmersUnion</a>believesthattheproposedcertifiedseedc
ureisthewrongone,andthattherewillbelong-
lastingandnegativesideeffects.</p><p>?Thebestsolutionistotesttheseedsupply,bothfarm-
savedseedandcertifiedseed,?saidNFUPresidentandflaxproducerTerryBoehm.Hecontinued:?Itisfals
etosimplyassumethatcertifiedseedissaferthanfarm-
saved.Foronething,itisalmostcertainthatthecertifiedseedsystemisthesourceoftheTriffidcontaminatio
nfarmersarenowfacing.Furthermore,ithasnowbeendeterminedthattwovarietiesofflaxarecontaminate
dwithTriffidatthebreederseedlevel(varietiesNormandyandMons).?</p><p>Boehmsaidarealconcerni
sthatcompanieswillexploitthecriticalproblemwithflaxtoforcealong-
termrequirementformandatorypurchasesofcertifiedseed,arequirementthatcouldquicklyspreadtoothe
rcrops.?Ourseedindustryisinyear7ofaconcertedpushtocurtailseedsavingandforcemoreseedpurchas
es.Wecannotletcompaniesactopportunisticallytoleveragethisflaxsectorproblemintoanopportunitytob
oostthepriceofflaxseedandforcefarmerstobuyalltheirseed.?Traditionallyfarmersbuycertifiedseedofn
ewvarietiesfromtimetotimeinsmalllotsandmultiplyitfortheirownuseforfutureyears.</p><p>Boehmals
osaidthatViterraandotherpowerfulgraincompaniesmustnotbeallowedtodictateseedpolicies.?Underth
eCanadaGrainsAct,Viterracannotrefusegraindeliveriesiftheyhavespace.Thus,Viterracannotunilater
allydeclarethatallproductionmustbefromcertifiedseed,?saidBoehm.</p><p>Heconcluded:?Farm-
savedseedcanbejustassafeascertified.Allseedneedstobetested,andtestresultsneedtobeprovidedatd
elivery.TheCanadianGrainCommissionmustbethefinalarbiterinthisissue.Graincompaniesareover-
reaching,tryingtodictatoriallyimposetheirwill.Thesamegraincompaniesthatmarketseedsaretryingtom
akethoseseedsmandatory.OnlytheCGChasthepowerandauthoritytoblockthispowergrab.Weneedtot
akeallstepsnecessarytorestoremarketsforflax,butwehavetoensurewetakeonlynecessarysteps.Andw
ehavetoensurethatkeytoolsforfarmers,suchasseedsaving,arenottrampledaswemoveforward.Testin
gatallstageswillbethekeytoresolvingthisproblem.ItishightimethattheMinisterofAgriculturesteppedupt
otheplateandofferedtopayforthecostsoftesting,ataminimum.?</p>
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