
GM Wheat rejected by 233 Consumer,
Farmer Groups in 26 Countries

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>February9,2010.Ottawa,Montreal,Washington,Tokyo,Sydney:233
consumerandfarmergroupsin26countrieshavejoinedthe?DefinitiveGlobalRejectionofGMWheat?stat
ementtostopthecommercializationofgeneticallymodified(GM)wheatandremindthebiotechnologycorp
orationMonsantothatgeneticallymodifyingthismajorcropisnotacceptabletofarmersorconsumers.(1)<
br/></p><p>The233groupssignedtherejectionstatementfirstlaunchedby15Australian,Canadianand
U.S.farmerandconsumergroupsinJune2009.</p><p>?Canadianfarmershavejustlosttheirexportsale
stoEuropeandothermarketsbecauseofGMflaxcontaminationfromaGMvarietyderegisteredadecadea
goandneverevensold.OurcurrentexperiencewithGMflaxcontaminationclearlyillustratesthecripplinglo
ssesCanadianfarmerswillsufferifGMwheatisintroduced.?saidTerryBoehm,aflaxandwheatfarmerand
PresidentoftheNationalFarmersUnioninCanada.?FlaxisyetanotherwarningthatonceaGMcropisintro
duced,contaminationisinevitable."</p><p>InJuly2009,Monsantoannouncednewresearchinto
GMwheatandindustrygroupskickedtheirpromotionofGMwheatintohighgear.?Widespreadfarmerand
consumerresistancedefeatedGMwheatin2004andthisglobalrejectionremainsstrong,asdemonstrate
dbytoday?sstatement,?saidLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.<
/p><p>?In2004,acoalitionofJapaneseconsumerandfoodindustrygroupsdeliveredapetitiontotheGove
rnmentsofCanadaandtheU.S.urgingthemnottointroduceGMwheat.Today,consumerrejectionofGMw
heatinJapanisjustasstrongasever.80organizationsinJapanhavealreadysignedtherejectionstatement
,?saidKeisukeAmagasaoftheTokyo-
basedNo!GMOCampaign.?AlargemajorityofconsumershereinJapanarevoicingtheirstrongopposition
tothecultivationofGMwheat.Weseestrongoppositionfromallsectorsofsociety.?</p><p>Japan?sflourc
ompaniesarealsorejectingGMwheat,echoingconsumeropposition.Inastatementreleasedtoday,theFl
ourMiller?sAssociationofJapanwrotetotheNo!GMOCampaignindicatingitsopposition.</p><p>?Unde
rthepresentcircumstances,withallthedoubtsaboutsafetyandtheenvironmentthattheconsumersinJapa
nhave,includingtheeffectonthehumanbodyfromGMfoods,GMwheatisincludedamongtheitemsthatare
notacceptablefortheJapanesemarket,?KadotaMasaaki,seniormanagingdirectoroftheFlourMiller?sA
ssociationwrotetotheNo!GMOCampaign.</p><p>IntheU.S.,arecentreportfromtheWesternOrganizat
ionofResourceCouncils,anetworkofsevencommunityfarmer,rancherandconsumerorganizations,sho
wsthatU.S.wheatpricescouldfallby40percentormoreifindustryeffortstodevelopGMwheatsucceed.(2)
</p><p>?U.S.familyfarmerswilldoeverythingtoprotectourwheatfromMonsantoandwedonotaccepttha
tanycorporationhastherighttopatentsonlife,includingseeds,?saidDenaHofffromtheNationalFamilyFa
rmCoalitionintheU.S.?GMwheatwouldcontaminateourcropsandfoodsupply,andputanendtoorganicg
rainproduction.FarmersintheU.S.havealreadyrejectedGMwheatandMonsantoissorelymistakenifthe
ythinkfarmerswilleveracceptGMwheat."</p><p>?ThebigpushisonfromMonsantotopavethewa
yforGMwheatbuttherealityisthatstrongandwidespreadoppositionfromfarmersandconsumersinAustra
liaandacrosstheworldisheretostay,?saidLauraKellyfromGreenpeaceAustraliaPacific.</p><p>-30-
</p><p>(1)Thelistofsignatoriestothe?DefinitiveGlobalRejectionofGeneticallyModifiedWheat?statem
entcanbeviewedat<ahref="http://www.cban.ca/globalstopGMwheat"target="_self">www.cban.ca/gl
obalstopGMwheat</a></p><p>(2)?AReviewofthePotentialMarketImpactsofCommercializingGMWh
eatintheU.S.?January2010,WesternOrganizationofResourceCouncils,<ahref="http://www.worc.org
/GM-Wheat"target="_self">www.worc.org/GM-
Wheat</a></p><p>Formoreinformation:<br/>InCanada:TerryBoehm,NationalFarmersUnionCanad
a,(inParis)33144847250;LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,6132412267ext.6info
@cban.ca<br/>InTokyo:MichiyoKoketsu,NO!GMOCampaign,81351554756,office@gmo-
iranai.org;RyokoShimizu,PolicyResearchInstitutefortheCivilSector,819060010495,ryoko-
s@prics.net<br/>IntheUS:KathyOzer,NationalFamilyFarmCoalition,2025435675<br/>InAustralia:L
auraKelly,GreenpeaceAustraliaPacific,610407414572<br/><br/></p>
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