
Action Closed: Bill C-474
Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><aname="eztoc4434_1"id="eztoc4434_1"></a><h2>ThisActionisNo
wClosed:BillC-
474wasdefeatedFeb.9,2011</h2><aname="eztoc4434_2"id="eztoc4434_2"></a><h2>Butarealde
bateonGMhasnowbegun!Thankyouforyouraction!</h2><p>Theyear-
longdebateandpressuretosupportBillC-
474resultedinincreasedpressuretostopGMalfalfa.TensofthousandsofCanadianssentletterstotheirM
Ps,metwiththeirMPsandsentpetitions.WhiletheBillitselfdidnotpass,everyone'sactionsledtoamotionfo
ramoratoriumonGMalfalfathatalmostpassedinMaybeforetheelectionshutdowndebate.<ahref="/Res
ources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Alfalfa"target="_self">ClickheretotakeactiontostopGMalfalfa.</a></p><divclass="object-
right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/donate"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/donate2/blue-
donate-button/3482-1-eng-CA/Blue-Donate-
Button_medium.jpg"width="110"height="81"style="border:0px;"alt="BlueDonateButton"title="BlueD
onateButton"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><aname="eztoc4434_3"id="eztoc4434_3"></a><
h2>BillC-474Voteresults:</h2><p><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/MPs-who-voted-
yes-to-Bill-C-474"target="_self">ListofMPswhovotedYEStoBillC-474</a></p><p><ahref="/Take-
Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/MPs-who-voted-no-to-Bill-C-
474"target="_self">ListofMPswhovotedNOtoBillC-474</a></p><divclass="object-
right"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/resources/tools/photos-and-graphics/pig-rally-
uofg-stop-enviropig/farmers-first/6954-1-eng-CA/Farmers-
First_medium.jpg"width="200"height="133"style="border:0px;"alt="FarmersFirst!"title="FarmersFir
st!"/></p></div><divclass="attribute-caption"style="width:200px"><p>FarmersFirst!VoteforBillC-
474!ThedayoftherallywasalsothedayofthefinalvoteonBillC-
474whichwouldhaverequiredassessmentofexportmarketharmbeforeaGEseedissold.</p></div></di
v></div></div><aname="eztoc4434_4"id="eztoc4434_4"></a><h2>HistoryonBillC-
474</h2><p><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Bill-C-474"target="_self">BillC-
474</a>wouldhavesupportedCanadianfarmersbyrequiringthat?ananalysisofpotentialharmtoexport
marketsbeconductedbeforethesaleofanynewgeneticallyengineeredseedispermitted.?</p><p>ThisB
illwasacriticalopportunitytostopdangerousGEcrops.</p><p>BillC-
474beganarealdebateovertheimpactsofGEcrops.IftheBillwaspasseditwouldhavestoppedGEwheata
ndGEalfalfa.</p><p>TheBillwasintroducedbyAlexAtamanenko,theNDPAgricultureCriticandMPforBr
itishColumbiaSouthernInterior.</p><p>PressRelease,February9,2011:<ahref="/Press/Press-
Releases/Liberals-and-Conservatives-Vote-Down-Bill-C-
474"target="_self">LiberalsandConservativesVoteDownBillC-
474:Inactionongeneticengineeringwillcostfarmers,groupsvowtoprotectalfalfainongoingcontroversy<
/a></p><p>MissinginAction,February9,2011:ManymembersoftheAgricultureCommitteeincludingLib
eralAgricultureCriticWayneEasteraremissingfromtheHouseofCommonsthisweek.Theywillmisstonig
ht'svoteonBillC-
474becausetheyaretouringuniversitiestofindouthowtheycansupporttheindustry:?ThattheStandingC
ommitteeonAgriculture&Agri-
foodconductastudyonthestatusoftheCanadianbiotechnologysector,inwhichittravelstotheuniversities
acrossCanadawherethistechnologyisprimarilybeingundertaken,andthatitrecommend,wherenecess
ary,legislative,policyandregulatorychangesinordertofosteraninnovativeandfertilebiotechnologyindus
tryinCanada."Today,thedayofthefinalvote,theMPswillbeinGuelphlisteningtothePresidentofMo
nsantoCanadaandtouringtheUniversity.</p><aname="eztoc4435_1"id="eztoc4435_1"></a><h2>
WhatdofarmersthinkaboutBillC-474?</h2><ul><li><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-
474/Letter-from-Tom-Rudge-Yukon-Farmer"target="_self">MyfutureandBillC-474-
LettertoMPs</a>fromYukonfarmerTomRudge,Feb5,2011.</li><li><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-
Closed-Bill-C-474/Letter-from-Marc-Loiselle-Saskatchewan-
Farmer"target="_self">LetterfromMarcLoiselle</a>,Saskatchewanfarmer,tohisMP,Feb6,2011.</li>
<li><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Extracts-from-testimony-on-Bill-C-474-June-7-
2010"target="_self">QuotesfromthetestimonyofManitobaalfalfagrowersandassociations</a>attheA
gricultureCommitteehearingsonBillC-474,June72010.</li><li><ahref="/Press/Press-
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Releases/Farmers-Speak-Out-at-University-of-Guelph-Forum-Facing-the-Negative-Impacts-of-
Genetic-
Engineering"target="_self">FarmersSpeakoutatGuelphForum:FacingtheNegativeImpactsofGenetic
Engineering</a>,PressRelease,February7,2011.</li></ul><divclass="object-
left"><divclass="content-view-embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Alfalfa"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/media/images/gm-alfalfa-tiny-
seed-big-problem/4899-1-eng-CA/GM-Alfalfa-Tiny-Seed-Big-
Problem_medium.jpg"width="200"height="146"style="border:0px;"alt="GMAlfalfaTinySeedBigProb
lem"title="GMAlfalfaTinySeedBigProblem"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><aname="eztoc443
5_2"id="eztoc4435_2"></a><h2>MoreInformation</h2><ul><li>CBANBriefingtoMembersofParliam
ent.<ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Resources/Tools/Briefing-Notes/Briefing-to-Members-of-
Parliament"target="_self">GeneticallyEngineeredOrganisms:TheNeedtoSupportBillC-
474&KnowtheEconomicRisktoExportMarkets</a>February2011.</li><li>NewArticle!<ahref="h
ttp://www.commonground.ca/iss/234/cg234_billC474.shtml"target="_self">AwinforBillC-
474,CommonGroundMagazine</a>,byLucySharratt,CBANCoordinator,January2011.</li><li>Septe
mber2010:<ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Bill-C-474-Concrete-change-to-
challenge-Monsanto-s-GM-crops"target="_self">BillC-
474:ConcretechangetochallengeMonsanto'sGMcrops</a>.</li></ul><p>Moreinfoandanalysisbelow
...</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-
embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/media/images/press-conf-photo/4762-1-eng-
CA/Press-Conf-
photo_medium.jpg"width="200"height="134"style="border:0px;"alt="PressConfphoto"title="PressC
onfphoto"/></p></div><divclass="attribute-
caption"style="width:200px"><p>CBANCoordinatorLucySharrattspeaksataPressConferenceonParl
iamentHillwithMaureenBostockfromtheNationalFarmersUnionandNDPMPsAlexAtamanenkoandMa
lcolmAllen</p></div></div></div></div><aname="eztoc4435_3"id="eztoc4435_3"></a><h2>Updat
es</h2><p>VictoryforDemocracyinCanadaonGeneticEngineering!December2,2010:Youractionsar
eworking!Despitebiotechindustryattemptstoshutdowndebate,lastnightintheHouseofCommons,theN
ewDemocraticPartysecuredanew5-hourdebateonBillC-
474andtheimpactsofgeneticengineeringforFeb82011.ThistypeofdebateongeneticengineeringintheH
ouseofCommonshasneverhappenedbefore!NoweveryMPwillhaveachancetoparticipateinthedebate
onBillC-474.<ahref="/Take-Action/Support-Bill-C-
474"target="_self">WriteyourMPtodayandaskthemtorepresentyourconcernsinthedebate.</a></p><
p>Thankyoutoeveryonewhocontinuestotakeaction.Yourvoiceisbeingheard!Approximately1500peop
lehavewrittentotheirMPsandanother6000signaturesonpetitionshavebeencollected.Hundredsofpeop
lehavesentrepliesfromtheirMPstoCBAN-
thankyouforyourpatienceinwaitingforCBANtorespondtoyourquestions.BillC-
474isconcreteactionandauniquechancetobringgeneticengineeringandtheconcernsoffarmersintothe
spotlight.Nov7,KelownaBC:<ahref="http://www.globaltvedmonton.com/Protesters+rally+against+fo
ods/3791896/story.html"target="_self">150peoplerallyinfavourofBillC-
474.</a></p><p>HearingsCancelledOct27:ThemotiontoextendhearingsonBillC-
474wasdefeatedintheHouseofCommonsthankstoLiberalinaction.Themotionwasdefeated134yea,13
9naybecausemanyLiberalswerenotintheHousetovote,includingLiberalLeaderMichaelIgnatieff!TheC
onservativesvotedtoendthedebateoverBillC-
474toprotectthebiotechindustryandtheLiberalsletthishappen.<ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-
Bill-C-474/MPs-Missing-in-Action-Oct-27th-vote-to-extend-Bill-C-474-
hearings"target="_self">ClickheretoseehowyourMPvotedonOctober27-
Didtheyvotefortheextension?.</a></p><p><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/MPs-
Missing-in-Action-Oct-27th-vote-to-extend-Bill-C-474-
hearings"target="_self">ThisisthelistofMPswhoweremissingfromthevote!</a></p><p>TheLiberalsh
aveindicatedtheywillnotsupportBillC-
474!Nowthatthedebatehasbeencutshort,itwillbeeasierfortheLiberalPartytofindawaytojustifytheirposi
tionagainstBillC-474.TheLiberalsandConservativesarenowworkingtogethertostopBillC-
474.LiberalsandConservativesjointlyintroducedamotionintheAgricultureCommitteetostartanewpro-
biotechstudy:?ThattheStandingCommitteeonAgriculture&Agri-
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foodconductastudyonthestatusoftheCanadianbiotechnologysector,inwhichittravelstotheuniversities
acrossCanadawherethistechnologyisprimarilybeingundertaken,andthatitrecommend,wherenecess
ary,legislative,policyandregulatorychangesinordertofosteraninnovativeandfertilebiotechnologyindus
tryinCanada.?<ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Support-the-Moratorium-on-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">TelltheLiberalstosupportBillC-
474.</a></p><aname="eztoc4435_4"id="eztoc4435_4"></a><h2>EvenMoreInformation</h2><p>
?BillC-
474isthefirststepinofferingsomeprotectioninthefutureforCanadianfamilyfarms.Marketaccept
ancemustbemadepartoftheevaluationprocessandincorporatedintotheSeedsRegulationAct.?
-KelvinEinarson,DirectorandSecretaryTreasurer,ManitobaForageSeedAssociationInc.<ahref="/Tak
e-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Extracts-from-testimony-on-Bill-C-474-June-7-
2010"target="_self"></a><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Extracts-from-testimony-
on-Bill-C-474-June-7-
2010"target="_self">ClickheretoreadmorequotesfromthealfalfaproducersaboutwhytheyneedBillC-
474.</a></p><ul><li><ahref="http://www.commonground.ca/iss/226/cg226_bill-
c474.shtml"target="_self">"BillC-
474CouldDecidetheFutureofGMCrops",CommonGroundMagazine</a></li><li>BillC-
474isonelinetorequirethat?ananalysisofpotentialharmtoexportmarketsbeconductedbeforethesaleof
anynewgeneticallyengineeredseedispermitted.?<ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-
474/Bill-C-474"target="_self">ClickhereforBillC-
474officialtext.</a></li><li>RadioshowreportsontheBillC-
474vote:<ahref="http://www.cjly.net/deconstructingdinner/041510.htm"target="_self">Clickheretoli
stentohowyouractionschangedthedebate!</a></li><li>April15,2010-
CBANPressRelease:<ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/MPs-listen-to-Canadians-ahead-of-industry-
on-GM-
Crops"target="_self">MPslistentoCanadiansaheadofindustryonGMCrops:GroupsapplaudMPsform
ovingBillC-474toCommitteeforstudy</a></li><li>April15,2010-
NationalFarmersUnion:<ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Passage-of-C-474-
Important-Victory-for-Farmers"target="_self">PassageofC-
474ImportantVictoryforFarmers</a></li><li><ahref="http://www.cjly.net/deconstructingdinner/0325
10.htm"target="_self">Listen:greatradioshowaboutBillC-
474fromDeconstructingDinner!</a>:WhatareMPssayingabouttheBill?WhyistheBillimportant?</li><li
><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/GM-not-Bill-C-474-a-risk-to-
industry"target="_self">CBAN'sOpinionpieceonBillC-474</a></li><li><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-
Closed-Bill-C-474/Debate-Transcript-474-from-April-1-
2010"target="_self">TheApril1debateinParliament!-officialtranscript.</a></li><li><ahref="/Take-
Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/April-1-Debate-on-Bill-C-
474"target="_self">CBAN'sunofficialquicknotesfromtheApril1debate.</a></li><li><ahref="/Take-
Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Bill-C-474-Debate-Transcript-March-17-
2010"target="_self">OfficialdebatetranscriptfromMarch17.</a></li></ul><p>SomeLiberalMPswere
stillrepeatingthewronginformationthatGE?Triffid?flaxwasnevercommerciallyapprovedinCanada.Thi
siswrong.Triffidwasapprovedforcommercializationviavarietyregistrationin1996,makingtheseedslega
ltosellinCanada.VarietyregistrationremaineduntilApril1,2001whenitwasremovedatthebehestofflaxfa
rmers.IndustryistryingtounderminetheargumentsforBillC-474.<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-
Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Flax"target="_self">ClickhereformoreinfoonTriffidflaxincludinginfothatcorrectsyourLiberalM
P.</a></p><p>March16:TheNationalFarmersUnionurgesParliamentariansandallCanadianstosupp
ortBillC-474.</p><p>PressRelease-March16,2010:<br/><ahref="/Press/Press-Releases/GE-
Crops-Parliament-to-debate-the-need-for-export-market-acceptance-before-commercial-
release"target="_self">GECrops:Parliamenttodebatetheneedforexportmarketacceptancebeforeco
mmercialrelease</a></p><p><ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Remarks-from-
Press-Conference-NFU-and-
CBAN"target="_self">CommentsfromMarch16PressConference,NFUandCBAN.</a></p><p>ThisB
illisreallyimportantbecause,asweknowfromexperience,theintroductionofnewgeneticallyengineered(
GE)cropscancauseeconomichardshiptofarmers.</p><p>FarmersareatriskwhenGEcropsarecomme
rcializedinCanadawithoutalsobeingfirstapprovedinourmajorexportmarkets.</p><p>FlaxfarmersinC
anadaarenowpayingaheavypricebecauseofthisexactproblem.Latelastyear,Canadianflaxexportswer
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ediscoveredcontaminatedwithaGEflaxthatisnotapprovedinEuropeorinanyofourotherexportmarkets(
excepttheU.S.).FlaxfarmersactuallyforesawthatGEcontaminationoreventhethreatofcontaminationw
ouldclosetheirexportmarkets.That'swhytheytookstepsin2001toremoveGEflaxfromthemarket.Despit
ethismeasure,flaxfarmerswerenotprotected.TheGEflaxcontaminationclosedourexportmarketsin200
9.Ithascreatedmarketuncertaintyanddepressedprices.Farmersarealsopayingfortestingandcleanupa
ndmayberequiredtoabandontheirownfarm-
savedflaxseedandbuycertifiedseedinstead.Thesecostsareanunnecessaryandpreventableburden.<
ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Flax"target="_self">Clickhereformoreinformationontheflaxcontaminationcrisis.</a></p><p>
Wecannotallowourexportmarketstocloselikethisagain.</p><p>Itisthegovernment?sresponsibilitytop
rotectCanadianfarmersfrompredictableproblemscausedbytheintroductionofnewGEcropsthathaveno
tyetbeenregulatedinourexportmarkets.</p><divclass="object-right"><divclass="content-view-
embeddedmedia"><divclass="class-image"><divclass="attribute-
image"><p><ahref="/donate"target="_self"><imgsrc="/var/cban/storage/images/donate2/blue-
donate-button/3482-1-eng-CA/Blue-Donate-
Button_medium.jpg"width="110"height="81"style="border:0px;"alt="BlueDonateButton"title="BlueD
onateButton"/></a></p></div></div></div></div><p><ahref="/Contact"target="_self">Contactus</
a>formoreaction,informationandyourquestions.</p><aname="eztoc4435_5"id="eztoc4435_5"></a
><h2>Youractionshavealreadymadeadifference!MPsvotedforBillC-
474inApril!</h2><p><ahref="http://www2.parl.gc.ca/HouseChamberBusiness/ChamberVoteDetail.
aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&Parl=40&Ses=3&FltrParl=40&FltrSes=3&a
mp;Vote=24"target="_self">ClickheretofindouthowyourMPvotedonApril14!</a>MPsvotedyestosen
dtheBillforstudyattheAgricultureCommittee.Writetosaythanksorexpressyourdispleasure.LetyourMP
knowthatyouarewatching!ThebiotechindustrydoubledtheirlobbyingagainstBillC-
474andtheindustryassociationCropLifewassoworriedthattheycopiedCBAN'sMPaction.Butthankstoy
ouraction,MPslistenedtoyouinsteadofthebiotechindustry!Monsantoisnowcampaigninghardagainstth
eBill.</p>
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