GE Crops. Parliament to debate the need for
export market acceptance before
commercial release

Author: Lucy Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Ottawa.Tuesday,March16,2010-
Tomorrow,ParliamentwilldebatePrivateMembersBillC-
474torequirethat?ananalysisofpotentialharmtoexportmarketsbeconductedbeforethesaleofanynewg
eneticallyengineeredseedispermitted. ?</p><p></p><p>?TheBillisnecessarytoprotectfarmersfrome
conomicharmcausedbythereleaseofGEseedsthatarenotapprovedinourexportmarkets,?saidLucySh
arratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,acoalitionofl7groups.</p><p></p><
p>TheBillwasintroducedbyAlexAtamanenko,NDPAgricultureCriticandMPforBritishColumbiaSouthe
rninterior.ltwillbedebatedonWed.March17at5:30PMandifitpassesthis?secondreading?willbestudied
bytheHouseAgricultureCommittee.</p><p></p><p>?Asweseewiththecurrentflaxcontaminationcrisi
s,GEcropscanshutdownourexportmarkets,?saidSharratt,?WishfulthinkingaboutfutureapprovalsofG
Ecropsinothercountriesoranendtozero-
toleranceforcontaminationinEuropeisnotgoingtochangethecurrentrealityinourexportmarkets. Thereis
anunceasingcontroversyoverGEcropsincountriesthatrepresentvaluableexportmarketsforCanadianc
rops.?</p><p></p><p>?TheBillfinallybeginsarealdebateoverthenegativeeconomicimpactsofGEcro
psandthethreatGEposestoCanada?sagriculturesectorintothefuture,?saidDevlinKuyek,alsowithCBA
N,?BillC-
474wouldfillagapingholeinCanada?sregulationthatwouldallowGEalfalfaorGEwheatontothemarketd
espitetheeconomicdevastationsuchcropswouldcause.?</p><p></p><p>?GEcontaminationisalread
ycostingthetaxpayer,?saidSharratt.? ThefactthattheHarperGovernmentrecentlypledgedupto$1.9mill
iontohelpcompaniespayfortestingflaxseedisevidencethatGEcontaminationcancosttheCanadiangov
ernment?andthisiswithoutthegovernmentcompensatingfarmersfortheirtestingcostsormarketloss.Co
ntaminationisinevitableandthesecostswillkeepreoccurring.?</p><p></p><p>?Wecannotallowourex
portmarketstobedamagedlikethisagain,?saidTerryBoehm,PresidentoftheNationalFarmersUnionand
aflaxfarmer,?lt?sthegovernment?sresponsibilitytoprotectCanadianfarmersfrompredictabletradepro
blemscausedbytheintroductionofnewGEcropsthathavenotyetbeenregulatedinourexportmarkets.?</
p><p>Formoreinformation:LucySharratt,Coordinator,CBAN,6132412267ext.60rcell6132639511;D
evlinKuyek,CBAN,cell5145717702;TerryBoehm,NationalFarmersUnion3062552880</p>
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