Liberal Confusion Persists on GM Flax

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>IsthebiotechindustrydeliberatelymisleadingMembersofParliament
?</p><p>April11,2010,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,www.cban.ca/flax</p><p><ah
ref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Flax/Liberal-Confusion-Persists-
on-GM-
Flax"target="_self">Clickheretodownloadandprintthepdfofthisarticle</a></p><p><ahref="/Take-
Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-474/Support-the-Moratorium-on-GM-
Alfalfa"target="_self">YoucanwritetotheLeaderoftheLiberalPartyinstantlybyclickingherel</a></p><p
>IntheadmittedlycomplexstoryofCanada?sGMflaxcontaminationcrisis,LiberalMPshavelosttheplot.O
rhavetheybeenmisled?</p><p>EscalatingpressurefromthebiotechindustrytostopBillC-
474couldbeleadingsomeMembersofParliamentastray.Despitetheclearfactthatgeneticallymodified(G
M)?Triffid?flaxwasapprovedforsaleinCanadain1996andthen?deregistered?in2001,someLiberalMP
sareincorrectlystatingthatTriffidwasneverapprovedforsaleinCanada.</p><p>Correctingthisinformati
onisvitaltounderstandingthelinkbetweenthecurrentGMflaxcontaminationcrisisandtheneedforBillC-
474 . Perpetuatingthisfalseinformationfeedsintothehandsofanindustryisfightingagainstanydebateont
heBill.</p><p>BillC-
474wouldsupportCanada?sfarmersbyrequiringthat?ananalysisofpotentialharmtoexportmarketsbec
onductedbeforethesaleofanynewgeneticallyengineeredseedispermitted.?InSeptemberandOctober
2009,GMcontaminationinCanada?sflaxexportsshutdownourmarkets.</p><p>MPsneedtounderstan
dthattheGMflaxcalledTriffidwasapprovedforsaleinCanadaviavarietyregistrationin1996,makingitlegal
toselltheseedsinCanada.(VarietyregistrationwasgrantedafterTriffidwasalsoapprovedforenvi
ronmentalsafelyandforanimalfood,butbeforeitwasapprovedforhnumanconsumption.)</p><p>Varietyr
egistrationremainedintactuntilApril1,2001whenitwasremovedatthebehestofflaxfarmers.In20
01,thelastof200,000bushelsofTriffidseedwascollectedandcrushed,meaningthatGMflaxseedwasstill
beingreproducedorstoredupuntilthatpoint. Thatisalmost5yearsofcommercialstatusandcontamination
risk.</p><p>ThehistoryofGMflaxclearlyshowstheneedforBillC-

474 </p><p>GMTriffidflaxwasdeveloped(attheUniversityofSaskatchewan)withoutamandatefromflax
farmers,andthesefarmersknewitwoulddestroytheirEuropeanexportmarket?whichrepresents60-
70%ofourflaxexports.</p><p>FlaxfarmerstooktheonlysteptheycouldtoremoveTriffidfromthemarket;t
heypressuredtheUniversitythatdevelopedtheseedandownedthepatent,tohaveitderegistered. Thiswa
snotaneasyroadforflaxfarmersbutofficialderegistrationfinallyhappenedonApril1,2001.</p><p>IfBillC
-474hadbeeninplaceby1996,GMflaxseedmayneverhavebeenpermittedforsaleandthecurrentflaxcont
aminationcrisiscouldhavebeenprevented. Thegovernmentwouldhavehadamandatetoassessthepote
ntialeconomicharmthatGMtechnologyinflaxcouldcause.Instead,flaxfarmerswereputinthepositionoftr
yingtoarguetheircaseandfindawaytotakethe GMseedoffthemarketbeforetheinevitablehappened.</p>
<p>Apointthatmaybeaddingtoconfusionisthefactthat,thoughitwaslegaltosellthe GMflaxseedsinCana
dafrom1996-
200l1andtheseedswerebeingreproduced,theGMflaxwasnotactuallygrownonacommercialscale. TheT
riffidseedwasbeingreproducedforfuturecommercialproduction.Theunfortunatefactremainshowevert
hattheseedwaslegaltosell,wasbeinggrown,andresultedinthewidespreadcontaminationthatflaxfarmer
sfoughttoprevent.</p><p>ThissituationisfurthercomplicatedbythefacttheCanadianFoodInspectionA
gency(CFlIA)hasfewrecordsofthishistoryandhasnointentionofissuinganystatementstosettherecordst
raight. TheCFIAdidnotexistwhenTriffidflaxwasregisteredin1996andhasnoofficialrecordsfromthattime
.TheCFlAwasinforcetoderegisterTriffidin2001butsaysithasnomandatetoissueinformationtothepublic
abouttheflaxcontaminationcrisis. ThislackofgovernmentmandateisoneproblemthatBillC-
474couldcorrect.</p><p>Thebiotechindustryisadditionallysowingseedsofconfusionbytoutinganindu
stryvoluntaryrecallofpedigreedseedofTriffidflaxin1998-
2000.(?ProtocolforTestingPedigreedSeedforthePresenceofGMFlaxinCanada?,January2010,DaleA
dolphe,CanadianSeedGrowersAssociation).</p><p>ButthisrecalldidnotchangetheofficialstatusofTri
ffidaslegalseed,nordiditstopseedgrowersfromreproducingTriffid.Whatevertheseedindustrysaysabou
tavoluntaryrecall,thisstepwasobviouslynotenoughtoprotectflaxfarmersfromGMcontamination(andin
2001 therewasstill Triffidseedthatneededcrushing).</p><p>ThefactisthatBillC-
474wouldhaverequiredanassessmentofexportmarketharmbeforesaleofTriffidseedwaspermitted.Th
eresultofthisanalysiswouldhavebeentheconclusionthatflaxfarmershadalreadyreached,andhasnowc
ometopass:GMTriffidflaxwoulddestroyCanada?sbiggestexportmarketofEurope,wherewesend60-
70%ofourflax.</p><p>Stilltothisday,thereisnomechanismtoevaluatetheeconomicriskofaGMtechnol
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ogy,nogovernmentmandatetostopthesaleofGMseedsthatcoulddestroyourexportmarkets,andnoprot
ocolforrecallingapprovedseedsinordertotrytostopcontamination.</p><p>GMFlaxTimetable</p><p>
ThoughtheCFIAhasrefusedtoissueanypublicstatementsabouttheflaxcrisis,CFlAofficialshaveverified
thebelowtimelineofeventsproducedbytheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork:</p><p>GMTriffidfl
axwasapprovedforcommercializationviavarietyregistrationin1996,makingtheseedslegaltosellinCana
da.VarietyregistrationremaineduntilApril1,2001whenitwasremovedatthebehestofflaxfarmers.Additio
nally,thelastof200,000bushelsofTriffidseedworthatleast$2.5millionwasnotroundedupfromfarmsacro
ssthePrairiesandcrusheduntilearly2001.("GMFlaxSeedYankedOffCanadianMarket-
RoundedUp,Crushed"byJasonWarick, TheStarPhoenix,June23,2001).</p><ul><li>1996:GE?
CDCTriffid?flaxgrantedenvironmentalreleaseapprovalfromAgricultureCanada(TheCFlIAwasnotyetfo
rmed).</li><[i>1996: Triffidflaxwasapprovedforanimalfeed?animalhealthassessmentandworkerhealt
handsafety,handling?byAgricultureCanada.</li><li>1996: Triffidflaxwasgrantedvarietyregistrationby
AgricultureCanada,makingitlegaltoselltheseeds.</li><li>1998: HealthCanadaapprovedTriffidforhum
anconsumption.</li><li>2001(April1): Triffidwasderegisteredbythe CFIA,makingitillegaltoselltheseed
sinCanada.<br/><br/></li></ul><p><ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Flax"target="_self">Clickhereformoreinformation</a>oremailcoordinator@cban.caorcall61
32412267ext6</p>
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