
What is Environmental Justice?
Author: Matthew
Carroll<m@tthew.org.uk><p>Theconceptofenvironmentaljusticemakesadirectlinkbetweenthe
needforenvironmentalsecurityandthedefenseofbasichumanrights.Itseekstoprotectthenaturalenviron
mentandthepeopleandwildlifethatdependuponitbylinkingenvironmentalsecurity,humanrightsandsoci
alneed.Environmentaljusticeisexplicitlyanti-
racistandrecognizestheethical,equityandjusticeissuesraisedinthedesignandapplicationofnewtechno
logieslikegeneticengineering.</p><p>Somequestionsthatoccurinclude:Whowillbetheprimarybenefic
iariesofthistechnology?Whatareitscosts?Whowillbearthosecosts?Whatalternativeswillbeforeclosedi
fthistechnologyisadopted?</p><p>Environmentaljusticewouldaddresssuchquestionsasfoodsafetyin
cludingaccesstoorganicandnutritiousfood,mandatorylabelingofGEfoods,publiceducationonGE;work
ersafetyincludingfarmandimmigrantlabourexposuretopossiblehealthrisksassociatedwithGEcropsan
dpesticides;undisclosedlocationsoffieldtrialsendangeringcommunitiesandnearbyfarmers;theimpact
sofbiodiversitylossonmarginalizedcommunitiesinparticular;andgovernmenttransparencyandtheparti
cipationofdiversecommunitiesinourmovement.</p><p>Environmentaljusticealsoasksquestionsof<a
href="/About/Priorities/International-
Solidarity"target="_self">internationalsolidarity</a>suchastheimpactofCanadianpromotionofGEcro
psandresearchoncommunitiesintheGlobalSouth.Environmentaljusticetiesbackto<ahref="/About/Fo
od-
Sovereignty"target="_self">foodsovereignty</a>andtheabilityofcommunitiestomakedecisionsabout
theirfutureandtheabilityoffarmerstomakealiving.</p><aname="eztoc277_0_1"id="eztoc277_0_1"><
/a><h3>EnvironmentalJustice:</h3><ul><li>demandsthatpublicpolicybebasedonmutualrespectand
justiceforallpeoples,freefromanyformofdiscriminationorbias.</li><li>affirmstherightofallworkerstoas
afeandhealthyworkenvironmentwithoutbeingforcedtochoosebetweenanunsafelivelihoodandunempl
oyment.</li><li>demandsthecessationoftheproductionofalltoxins,hazardouswastes,andradioactive
materials,andthatallpastandcurrentproducersbeheldstrictlyaccountabletothepeoplefordetoxification
andthecontainmentatthepointofproduction.</li><li>demandstherighttoparticipateasequalpartnersat
everylevelofdecision-
making,includingneedsassessment,planning,implementation,enforcementandevaluation.</li><li>af
firmsthefundamentalrighttopolitical,economic,culturalandenvironmentalself-
determinationofallpeoples.</li></ul>

Environmental Justice 1 of 1


