
Coalition Demands FDA Deny Approval of
Controversial GE Fish

Author: Lucy Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>FDAConsidersApprovalofGESalmon--
theFirstGEFoodAnimal--
YetFailsto<br/>InformthePublicofEnvironmentalandEconomicRisks.</p><p>JointPressStatement<
/p><p>Washington,DCAugust27,2010?Acoalitionof31consumer,animalwelfareandenvironmentalgr
oups,alongwithcommercialandrecreationalfisheriesassociationsandfoodretailerssubmittedajointstat
ementcriticizinganannouncementthisweekbytheU.S.FoodandDrugAdministration(FDA)thatitwillpote
ntiallyapprovethelong-
shelvedAquAdvantagetransgenicsalmonasthefirstgeneticallyengineered(GE)animalintendedforhu
manconsumption.</p><p>TheengineeredAtlanticsalmonbeingconsideredwasdevelopedbyAquaBo
untyTechnologies,whichartificiallycombinedgrowthhormonegenesfromanunrelatedPacificsalmon,(
Oncorhynchustshawytscha)withDNAfromtheanti-
freezegenesofaneelpout(Zoarcesamericanus).Thismodificationcausesproductionofgrowth-
hormoneyear-
round,creatingafishthecompanyclaimsgrowsattwicethenormalrate.Thiscouldallowfactoryfishfarmsto
crowdfishintopensandstillgethighproductionrates.<br/><br/>Eachyearmillionsoffarmedsalmonesca
pefromopen-
waternetpens,outcompetingwildpopulationsforresourcesandstrainingecosystems.?Webelieveanya
pprovalofGEsalmonwouldrepresentaseriousthreattothesurvivalofnativesalmonpopulations,manyof
whichhavealreadysufferedseveredeclinesrelatedtosalmonfarmsandotherman-
madeimpacts,?MarianneCufone,directorofFoodandWaterWatch?sfishprogramsaid.<br/><br/>Ifthe
FDAopensthisdoor,GEfishwilllikelybeamongthemillionsofsalmonthatcurrentlyescapefromopenocea
npenseveryyear.Thiscouldbethelastblowtowildsalmonstocksandinturnthethousandsofmenandwom
enwhodependonfishingfortheirlivelihoods.?Approvinggeneticallyengineeredsalmonisasharpcontrad
ictiontotheagreementstheUnitedStateshassignedatNASCO,wheretransgenicsalmonidsareconsider
edaseriousthreattowildsalmon?saidBoyceThorneMiller,ScienceandPolicyCoordinatorfortheNorthw
estAtlanticMarineAllianceandaccreditedobserverattheNorthAtlanticSalmonConservationOrganizati
on.<br/><br/>EscapedGEsalmoncanposeanadditionalthreat?geneticpollutionresultingfromwhatscie
ntistscallthe?Trojangene?effect.?ResearchpublishedintheProceedingsoftheNationalAcademyofSci
encesnotesthatareleaseofjustsixtyGEsalmonintoawildpopulationof60,000wouldleadtotheextinction
ofthewildpopulationinlessthan40generations.<br/><br/>Anticipatingthestarkdangertoourfisheriesan
doceanenvironments-andtryingtocircumventanalysesofthosedangers-
AquaBountyhasclaimedthattheywillonlyraisetheirfishinland-
basedfacilities.Howevermostsalmonfarmersintherealworldplytheirtradeinlow-
lyingcoastalareasandcompetingcorporationswillnodoubtracetoproduceGEfishincrowdedopenocean
facilitiesalreadyinuseforfishproduction.Backslidingonitsoriginalclaims,reportshavecirculatedthatAqu
aBountymayonlysuggestproducersraiseGEfishin?inlandwaters??presentingnovelthreatstoournatio
n?slakes,rivers,andestuaries?manyofwhicharealreadyunderattackbyinvasivefishspeciesliketheAsia
ncarpandNorthernsnakehead.<br/><br/>?FDA?sdecisiontogoaheadwiththisapprovalprocessismisg
uidedanddangerous,andismadeworsebyitscompletelackofdatatoreview?saidAndrewKimbrell,Execu
tiveDirectorfortheCenterforFoodSafety.?FDAhasbeensittingonthisapplicationfor10yearsandyetithas
chosennottodiscloseanydataaboutitsdecisionuntiljustafewdaysbeforethepublicmeeting.?<br/><br/>
OnWednesday,FDAofficialsannouncedthattheyhadbeguntheapprovalprocessfortheengineeredsal
monandhavescheduledpublicmeetingsbeginningSunday,September19.Speakerswishingtopresent
oralcommentsareexpectedtosubmittheirrequestsinwritingbySeptember7th;onedayaftertheFDAhass
aiditmaypost?some?ofthedatatoitswebsite.?Thisisnotaprocessthatleadstofullandinformedpublicpart
icipation,?saidCharlesMargulis,SustainableFoodProgramCoordinatorfortheCenterforEnvironmental
Health.<br/><br/>FDAannouncedthesamedaythatitwillholdapubliccommentperiodandahearingonla
belingforthetransgenicsalmon,whichseemstopresupposethatthecontroversialGEfishwillbeapproved
.IftheGEfishisapproved,Agencyofficialsareundecidedastowhethertheywillrequireanyproductlabeling
.<br/><br/>?Weallknowthereisagreatappetiteforsalmon,butthesolutionisnotto?farm?geneticallyengi
neeredversionstoputmoreonourdinnertables;thesolutionistoworktobringourwildsalmonpopulationsb
ack?saidJonathanRosenfield,PhD,aConservationBiologistandPresidentoftheSalmonAIDFoundatio
n,a28-
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membercoalitionofcommercial,tribal,andsportfishinginterests,conservationorganizationsandchefs.?
Theapprovalofthesetransgenicfishwillonlyexacerbatetheproblemsfacingourwildfisheries.?</p><p>C
ENTERFORFOODSAFETY?FOODANDWATERWATCH?SALMONAID<br/>NORTHWESTATLA
NTICMARINEALLIANCE-
ORGANICCONSUMERSASSOCIATION?FRIENDSOFTHEEARTH?THELIVINGOCEANSSOCIET
Y?SMALLBOATCOMMERCIALSALMONFISHERMEN?SASSOCIATION?THEGEORGIASTRAIT
ALLIANCE?CALIFORNIANSFORGE-FREEAGRICULTURE?THEORGANIC&NON-
GMOREPORT?PLANETARYHEALTH,INC.?SIERRACLUB?SAYNOTOGMOS!?CENTERFOREN
VIRONMENTALHEALTH?CANADIANBIOTECHNOLOGYACTIONNETWORK?INSTITUTEFORFI
SHERIESRESOURCES?AMERICANANTI-
VIVISECTIONSOCIETY?PACIFICCOASTFEDERATIONOFFISHERMEN?SASSOCIATION?MAN
GROVEACTIONPROJECT?FOODFIRST/INSTITUTEFORFOODANDDEVELOPMENTPOLICY?E
DENFOODS,INC.?THENON-
GMOPROJECT?NORTHWESTRESISTANCEAGAINSTGENETICENGINEERING?PCCNATURA
LMARKETS?AMBERWAVES?GLOUSTERFISHERMEN?SWIVESASSOCIATION?FRESHTHEM
OVIE?WASHINGTONBIOTECHNOLOGYACTIONCOUNCIL?OREGONPHYSICIANSFORSOCIA
LRESPONSIBILITY</p><p>GeorgeKimbrell,CenterforFoodSafety:571-527-
8618<br/>JaydeeHanson,CenterforFoodSafety:202-547-9359(w);703-231-
5956(c)<br/>MarianneCufone,FoodandWaterWatch:202-683-
2511<br/>NiazDorry,NorthwestAtlanticMarineAlliance:508-982-
3748<br/>JonathanRosenfield,PhD,SalmonAIDFoundation:510-684-4757</p>
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