Farmers Speak Out at University of Guelph
Forum: Facing the Negative |mpacts of
Genetic Engineering

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Guelph.Monday,February7,2011?TonightattheUniversityofGuelp
h,farmerswillvoicetheirconcernsaboutthenegativeeconomicimpactsofgeneticengineering(GE).</p>
<p>Thepublicforum?FacingtheNegativelmpactsofGeneticEngineeringonFarmers:GEAlfalfa, GEPig
sandBillC-474?comesjusttwodaysbeforethefinalvoteon<ahref="/Take-Action/Action-Closed-Bill-C-
474"target="_self">BIllC-
474</a>whichwouldrequirethatthefederalgovernmentconductananalysisofpotentialharmtoexportma
rketsbeforenewGEseedsarepermitted.</p><p>It?sabusyweekforbiotechattheUniversityofGuelph.M
embersofParliamentwilltourthecampusonWednesdaytohearfromuniversityofficialsaspartoftheHous
eofCommonsAgricultureCommitteestudyonthebiotechnologyindustry.</p><p>?Qurpoliticiansneedt
ofacetherealitythatsomeGEcropscanharmfarmers?businesses,?saidRogerRivestanorganicgrainfar
merwhowillspeakonbehalfoftheEcologicalFarmersofOntarioattheMondaynightevent,?Theburdenofri
sksandcostsfromGEcropsalwaysseemstofallonfarmers?shoulders.|?vehadtodealwiththecostsofseg
regationandtestingforcontaminationinsoy,cornandflaxalready.NowGMalfalfaisahugeworry,?saidRiv
est,whoalsoprocessesalfalfaintopellets.</p><p>?0urMPsaregettingatouroftheuniversityonWednes
daybuttheyshouldhavestayedintheHouseofCommonstovoteyestoBillC-
474,?saidSeanMcGivern,RegionalCoordinatoroftheNationalFarmersUnionOntarioandacattleandho
gfarmer.</p><p>McGivenexpressedparticularconcernabouttheuniversity?spushtocommercialize<a
href="/Resources/Topics/Enviropig"target="_self">theGEpigitcalls?Enviropig?</a>,?Ontario?shog
producerscan?taffordtotakeanotherhit,?saidMcGivern,?TheuniversityshouldwithdrawitsrequesttoH
ealthCanadabeforetheGMpigisapprovedandtriggersaconsumerbacklashthathurtsourbottomline.?</
p><p>ThepanelwillbemoderatedbyJodiKoberinski,ExecutiveDirectoroftheOrganicCouncilofOntario
andthewillincludeLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork.</p><p>Th
eeventissponsoredbyTheBigCarrotNaturalMarket,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,Councilof
CanadiansGuelphChapter,EcologicalFarmersofOntario,GuelphPIRG,OrganicCouncilofOntario,and
theNationalFarmersUnionOntario.</p><p>OnWednesdayFebruary9,studentsarealsohostinga?Pig
Rally:StopUofG?s?Enviropig??12:30-
1:00atTheCannononcampus.</p><p>Formoreinformation:SeanMcGivern,NationalFarmersUnionO
ntario,5193749300;RogerRivest,EcologicalFarmersOntario,Cell:5198180937;LucySharratt,Coordin
ator,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,Cell:6132639511;JodiKoberinski,OrganicCouncilofOnt
arioCell:5199984992 .http://www.cban.ca/events</p>
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