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Yesterdayover60familyfarmers,seedbusinessesandorganicagriculturalorganizationsinCanadaandt
heUS,includingMumm?sSproutingSeedsLtd.ofParksideSaskatchewaninCanada,filedalawsuitagain
stMonsantoCompanytochallengethechemicalgiant?spatentsongeneticallymodified(GM)seed.Thepl
aintiffswereforcedtosuepre-
emptivelytoprotectthemselvesfrombeingaccusedofpatentinfringementshouldtheyeverbecomeconta
minatedbyMonsanto?sGMseed.</p><p>Thecase,<ahref="/Resources/Topics/Monsanto/Organic-
Seed-Growers-Trade-Association-et-al.-v.-
Monsanto"target="_self">OrganicSeedGrowers&TradeAssociation,etal.v.Monsanto</a>,wasfi
ledinfederaldistrictcourtinManhattanandassignedtoJudgeNaomiBuchwald.Plaintiffsinthesuitreprese
ntabroadarrayoffamilyfarmers,smallbusinessesandorganizationsfromwithintheorganicagricultureco
mmunityinCanadaandtheUSwhoareincreasinglythreatenedbyGMseedcontaminationdespiteusingth
eirbesteffortstoavoidit.Theplaintifforganizationshaveover270,000members,includingthousandsofce
rtifiedorganicfamilyfarmers.</p><p>?ThiscaseaskswhetherMonsantohastherighttosueorganicfarme
rsforpatentinfringementifMonsanto'stransgenicseedshouldlandontheirproperty,?saidDanRavicher,
ExecutiveDirectorofthePublicPatentFoundation(PUBPAT)andLecturerofLawatBenjaminN.Cardozo
SchoolofLawinNewYork.?Itseemsquiteperversethatanorganicfarmercontaminatedbytransgenicsee
dcouldbeaccusedofpatentinfringement,butMonsantohasmadesuchaccusationsbeforeandisnotoriou
sforhavingsuedhundredsoffarmersforpatentinfringement,sowehadtoacttoprotecttheinterestsofourcli
ents.?</p><p>TheriskofcontaminationishighandonceGMseedsarereleasedintotheenvironment,they
cannotberecalledorcontrolled.Canadianfarmersarestillsufferingtheconsequencesofmarketlossaftert
he2009GMcontaminationofflax,andorganiccanolawasvirtuallyerasedasacropforfarmersinCanadadu
etoGMcontamination.</p><p>ThesuitisbeingfiledatacriticalcrossroadsinagriculturalhistoryasMonsa
nto?sGMRoundupReadyherbicidetolerantalfalfahasrecentlybeenapprovedforplantingintheUS,thou
ghithasyettobecommerciallyintroducedinCanada.?ContaminationfromMonsanto?sGMalfalfaposesa
directthreattoouralfalfaseedbusiness,?saysLisaMummofMumm?sSproutingSeedswhichgrowsands
uppliescertifiedorganicseedforsprouting,?Neitherconventionalnororganicalfalfafarmerswantthistech
nology,sincethereisnoneedtouseRounduptogrowhealthyandviablealfalfacrops.RoundupReadyalfalf
aisnotneededandservesonlytoincreasesalesofMonsanto?sherbicideRoundup.?</p><p>?Patentson
livingorganismsshouldneverhavebeenpermittedinthefirstplace,?saidLucySharrattoftheCanadianBio
technologyActionNetwork.?Patentsongenesequencesarefacilitatingextremecorporatecontroloverse
ed.?</p><p>?Somesaygeneticallymodifiedseedcancoexistwithorganicseed,buthistorytellsusthat?s
notpossible,andit?sactuallyinMonsanto?sfinancialinteresttoeliminateorganicseedsothattheycanhav
eatotalmonopolyoverourfoodsupply,?saidRavicher.Monsantoisnowtheworld?slargestseedandbiote
chnologycompany.</p><p>ThePublicPatentFoundation(PUBPAT)isanot-for-
profitlegalservicesorganizationaffiliatedwiththeBenjaminN.CardozoSchoolofLaw.PUBPATprotectsfr
eedominthepatentsystembyrepresentingthepublicinterestagainstundeservedpatentsandunsoundpa
tentpolicy.MoreinformationaboutPUBPATisavailablefrom<ahref="http://www.pubpat.org/"target="_
self">www.pubpat.org</a>.</p><p>Formoreinformation:LisaMumm,Mumm?sSproutingSeedsLtd.3
06-747-
2935<ahref="mailto:lisa@sprouting.com"target="_self">lisa@sprouting.com</a>www.sprouting.co
m;LucySharratt,CoordinatorCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)6132412267ext.25coord
inator@cban.cawww.cban.ca</p>
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